
Texts Reveal More Russia
Ties for Key Anti-Biden
Witness
Tony Bobulinski, a former business partner of Hunter Biden,
is expected to testify publicly on Wednesday.

Roger Sollenberger
Senior Political ReporterPublished Mar. ��, ���� �:��AM EDT 

POLITICS

‘SEE U IN MOSCOW’

ALL CHEAT SHEET OBSESSED POLITICS 2024 ELECTION ENTERTAINMENT ROYALS MEDIA OPINION U.S. NEWS SCOUTED

NEWSLETTERS SUBSCRIBE LOG IN

MY ACCOUNT

MANAGE NEWSLETTERS

SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS

NEED HELP?

https://www.thedailybeast.com/author/roger-sollenberger
https://www.thedailybeast.com/author/roger-sollenberger
https://www.thedailybeast.com/texts-reveal-more-russia-ties-for-tony-bobulinski-key-anti-biden-witness
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thedailybeast.com%2Ftexts-reveal-more-russia-ties-for-tony-bobulinski-key-anti-biden-witness%3Fsource%3Dtwitter%26via%3Ddesktop&via=thedailybeast&text=Texts%20Reveal%20More%20Russia%20Ties%20for%20Key%20Anti-Biden%20Witness&counturl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thedailybeast.com%2Ftexts-reveal-more-russia-ties-for-tony-bobulinski-key-anti-biden-witness
mailto:?subject=Texts%20Reveal%20More%20Russia%20Ties%20for%20Key%20Anti-Biden%20Witness&body=%0D%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.thedailybeast.com%2Ftexts-reveal-more-russia-ties-for-tony-bobulinski-key-anti-biden-witness%3Fsource%3Demail%26via%3Ddesktop%0D%0A%0D%0ATexts%20Reveal%20More%20Russia%20Ties%20for%20Key%20Anti-Biden%20Witness%0D%0A%0D%0ATony%20Bobulinski%2C%20a%20former%20business%20partner%20of%20Hunter%20Biden%2C%20is%20expected%20to%20testify%20publicly%20on%20Wednesday.
https://www.reddit.com/submit?title=Texts%20Reveal%20More%20Russia%20Ties%20for%20Key%20Anti-Biden%20Witness&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thedailybeast.com%2Ftexts-reveal-more-russia-ties-for-tony-bobulinski-key-anti-biden-witness%3Fvia%3Ddesktop%26source%3DReddit
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/politics
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cpv_Dn3ANZpKBCMPerr4Poa2koAaKk_Hfdtbz2uKkEteuocGAMxABIMfFpSZgyYajh9SjgBCgAYaMkaEDyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgSXA0_Q-by1eWPjH0IJSQK8ms2oOgeeW1nu4Y0Qrj3PE1P_9dBPMD4NQQ2S7wYWRum5XUfoeUnzjYQFkYVRBZv62qNsdEsB2ftLer6cQHLBmHZxUBf8Q4fAURRu9I4u8nvFFEmy07-9BgurfdWSZP7d96fGinkRhNnRBHbYuRgSsrtwhXqPgJyN0joAHj1enKslNgQ10OSR2HmaV_dYdlWnNxo3ulI_AqiP8eKNojbfM-UL5ZEHQY6cVjTVlzJo2NxzPopq1OmWwSTIYuxdbNC6Ouh7FtQRoX4UynZb-wvNu_DylJBLCRDA1oda59s4T3vt672TljfMkowJio7VMqECqA84vp4-P_mzufT9fe0XxKSpHna1iLVvdidzQQ_KYgsF-7w35pDh5hWHc-nE4BkwJlgOXAs-cxnbjkpvDMgTju9xV3laUylJwm4vvq72wAJZHVbjVb9ivEk_YvawWDMVhANG890cx2_bqhKhEOYhlTt9ul8VI5JjjrEpB7atBl1pXg-hvW_A0TyS4aq8-ppX7ZDq1SAZ9IAiwASTn6LT6QTgBAGIBcygi9ZOoAYCgAfi8-5eqAfZtrECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgHyqmxAqgH66WxAqgH6rGxAqgHmbWxAqgHvrexAtgHAdIIJAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgmAQIDAgICAoChIvf3BOliOxt6dqaaFA7EJjXYj1om_T-KACgOYCwHICwHaDBEKCxDQorbMurq2lMsBEgIBA6oNAlVTyA0B4g0TCKSB352ppoUDFUOvywEdoRYJZOoNEwix7t-dqaaFAxVDr8sBHaEWCWTYEwPQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyGAkSAvhoGAIiAQA&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0szgnammhQMVQ6_LAR2hFglkEAEYASAAEgIhgvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSTwB7FLtqO98Y19oKHYIt3yIIqR29_OMXGdfvHuWiHgwCejI0UOUuJsCIUt3-iBCAi2DrpkyaAbjrIoqbV2G2jPQ_aPHXkntEKlP2gQZ6pP0YAQ&sig=AOD64_3p7iRTn7UwpuP54IE-LsrBp-x0eA&client=ca-pub-7270302704377593&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://mdsp.maryland.gov/Careers/Pages/default.aspx
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cpv_Dn3ANZpKBCMPerr4Poa2koAaKk_Hfdtbz2uKkEteuocGAMxABIMfFpSZgyYajh9SjgBCgAYaMkaEDyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgSXA0_Q-by1eWPjH0IJSQK8ms2oOgeeW1nu4Y0Qrj3PE1P_9dBPMD4NQQ2S7wYWRum5XUfoeUnzjYQFkYVRBZv62qNsdEsB2ftLer6cQHLBmHZxUBf8Q4fAURRu9I4u8nvFFEmy07-9BgurfdWSZP7d96fGinkRhNnRBHbYuRgSsrtwhXqPgJyN0joAHj1enKslNgQ10OSR2HmaV_dYdlWnNxo3ulI_AqiP8eKNojbfM-UL5ZEHQY6cVjTVlzJo2NxzPopq1OmWwSTIYuxdbNC6Ouh7FtQRoX4UynZb-wvNu_DylJBLCRDA1oda59s4T3vt672TljfMkowJio7VMqECqA84vp4-P_mzufT9fe0XxKSpHna1iLVvdidzQQ_KYgsF-7w35pDh5hWHc-nE4BkwJlgOXAs-cxnbjkpvDMgTju9xV3laUylJwm4vvq72wAJZHVbjVb9ivEk_YvawWDMVhANG890cx2_bqhKhEOYhlTt9ul8VI5JjjrEpB7atBl1pXg-hvW_A0TyS4aq8-ppX7ZDq1SAZ9IAiwASTn6LT6QTgBAGIBcygi9ZOoAYCgAfi8-5eqAfZtrECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgHyqmxAqgH66WxAqgH6rGxAqgHmbWxAqgHvrexAtgHAdIIJAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgmAQIDAgICAoChIvf3BOliOxt6dqaaFA7EJjXYj1om_T-KACgOYCwHICwHaDBEKCxDQorbMurq2lMsBEgIBA6oNAlVTyA0B4g0TCKSB352ppoUDFUOvywEdoRYJZOoNEwix7t-dqaaFAxVDr8sBHaEWCWTYEwPQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyGAkSAvhoGAIiAQA&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0szgnammhQMVQ6_LAR2hFglkEAEYASAAEgIhgvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSTwB7FLtqO98Y19oKHYIt3yIIqR29_OMXGdfvHuWiHgwCejI0UOUuJsCIUt3-iBCAi2DrpkyaAbjrIoqbV2G2jPQ_aPHXkntEKlP2gQZ6pP0YAQ&sig=AOD64_3p7iRTn7UwpuP54IE-LsrBp-x0eA&client=ca-pub-7270302704377593&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://mdsp.maryland.gov/Careers/Pages/default.aspx
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AX0YUwS7ixoO7pc6n5RwqX3HOE7EVDEaliajxSTzoIXP7EX4p5PEWIx1ry_WVC8O0LLcFCQCchN9cw5eezhcmbThDKLNYf6zfHY8a3JsAWGd3G5lMT1sKuALym81-ail8yqQAfrUKleo7ZqUtMy1JgO6JaPXkOTNSKTyCjO_e3DCnoJvJMgR3R5FezD-3NrF0n22fsnkGMR-GA6S729NTjMX6UiqSH8YEdapuyHRgYS1c9xk_EMlsziHEsDtSxptrE9g1Ck_8yEftghYAEdQG_okUkFcCR9X5161ptdqe3pVQj2W-NWW4FhvKKrC5Ef4aanjddCGs10W7fAxX7vMHnB7jyw1-hPYkx9UUQv-OUowFYB8KF20sP26U8IOetRzYPJcGNYxlBvBJgEyPrvov3dzHxQZ-LKy3K8YW6Z0i9xG7lX7Smj0DabKClvADHtxaexcgFNVVzG50mN10_QcUp7ZWm3GtBuzft_lSLx8kuJIjkgjWnrgeLK7igycfpgz90r0f8ZyvTlMRuLMv_CESkHJTJcAcIzvkVqqD1d7WLX0iEEeREnKZfNXgnslWWsD2SRo12B5q9l4yKKbpJtV0xvd8_Jf-CU8rb7xk9rZvrF87QlAQ-x8U4qiY6lyaWRzYlE2b-ENo2f9Mrsa-EHaPucLEtzw3z8_m6g9rZpdrUxKI4aicokJWXLGOZ8ickVutLP_auZ98JBzw_ZsH9J0Qai-GI7rb5zlTaAvvKRnUoDjvY_20NLOkS2yz6-U-fftGfgLWmOIjo4QpY4ugIus-z2tE3yCeuCDMk6bzBEUafqs1n5Fsb883Q6wVhZZBEgT7TLPM8KB8vudscMvp6yao3ItuKaz1nPrVocgfSLZ_rpiGxprjJ9glVY0oJy6Z8rGSKXa-RtqfvE9z7u4bfTvL-fyVAUrKF9ZHDH7TINa1Iocno-x4ko_boqrC9VL50KQjBxQPiZLRyF6aRsA5dYbqi1fqETLqddf4f6nmuHfNNN44plue3cH-N-fLnmGZ3Z3HhT0JvNXFvkrb3SxaD7UTGVh1_6xKSDbgvZmJevi120kV9YINM55Kzl-DqwhmCvnOacTnUnLUQlxnChg9RROTtfkrbgXUc1ehDWK8GofYSESieWrh8gHpUG1C8jPMhKftwigGw-gIKlphQGk1OcV6mk4nGw0V7my-fvDhRFbjq-7lBP8zlhvl-8Le0T11-lN62KeTS4Ql2FTDnU3jPuzpHtOjLLLJB-Mg8Cd55j7vLdhwfvF3k5kpTEQOU5glDOPiuaN8r5_OfBf_YmfPowbnLzC-1F03z4yokFVSYQ4uTZJu-0e7i2ZCalI4KLZuc7jVA5P23hLUAZv_Fa-VVEfUojT7-YMQfLd7-x09NY0rIXa9CbI46G9NvzLPxxdrNrXhMxU6hnX96smIYSjIMDBARhljdLM1qBQZnESRvfRF1P43W_po8cFrqU61HAnANiou_BK1Sdthtj2nJSwEgKkFnw_K5sBN-di56BZjNIc49M02YaTOGB_91EDqv9XCujfkUVztyqSjhb5brqxJejh2ym5FU0QMHoXaPcAQU0bkjOqVCLUeZb_IlwnchpruC_DidYRPGPC-ACdPVIXbe2ms8Pzv5f77adiiQynnuvi51ogTOEO4CW3YJoAKhPliUlaJ2oRqNg7oY4_Fhlol5-sdID7NJBStHxNHIe0ODmpKIOCjNcFbmtWtJneEhXzkMhNVFF3QhtkhAmHEA-n3Op2sC_AYxVKLuCs7cYgHjhXkdcVtsm6ni4ZtRJ55iSBow7yI2aBaRPpF-Q-cUax7be7PA7YxjonMJl6-aUmoPBgCaMMW43xjfdeaeB6Ryl3v8x-icU5GeJQrkeO-HlfOlo-7RxeWzp6rfCYygJaQjHztc0fjCZgx592mP7tV0eWy0Kb__OaAC7AzqQgSqTOrHXMDogJWMLrg7XRljwaQlMavSXWOyRVs3cIEqtKvsNo5GtaDn0vHSYGaJfigOkFHn42uNZ1jBmoH07v9IucH0IuE2lWuhSpaVXzF-v5-5Kvgs2ofMvovQK_EuqSrD7dES6M_wTv8epGgy7qYWyCl0yog6KBSQ-RUnuj24W_CZ-edx6Ri4-AOkvLBjJdOis_SI5O_Lbh1WhNDJcaqkXlQMNv3fbY16lTu2x4WnmNF4Ej-uJXG-7cAUc5b5GQbPJrGrbj7T-zvPs9q7yF_Gaw7eznayxwTFIpL_uqQDyCb01FWHuywhVXER9SecFJqLvP2arTp2ba8mHGm4epgj09TYuriyr5lreO1oHXYCGh9Yyz1izZElGyjJ8y82sYdKGibTYpwfLMwqLtRMat4KgEPETydVBgzMXOhNcVxlD6m7hspFnFKoteAAWDwtLWUXMHQhmMhDVuIDBngNWqWOZEl_v_Rhgygjag5z-6n22UBp0HqXBWzZH6j5dcYkOJ7ZT3CHT7qiMYZBP1DrZUJDDwX4jIBPXP0hOEbMjsZPo&opi=122715837
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AX0YUwS7ixoO7pc6n5RwqX3HOE7EVDEaliajxSTzoIXP7EX4p5PEWIx1ry_WVC8O0LLcFCQCchN9cw5eezhcmbThDKLNYf6zfHY8a3JsAWGd3G5lMT1sKuALym81-ail8yqQAfrUKleo7ZqUtMy1JgO6JaPXkOTNSKTyCjO_e3DCnoJvJMgR3R5FezD-3NrF0n22fsnkGMR-GA6S729NTjMX6UiqSH8YEdapuyHRgYS1c9xk_EMlsziHEsDtSxptrE9g1Ck_8yEftghYAEdQG_okUkFcCR9X5161ptdqe3pVQj2W-NWW4FhvKKrC5Ef4aanjddCGs10W7fAxX7vMHnB7jyw1-hPYkx9UUQv-OUowFYB8KF20sP26U8IOetRzYPJcGNYxlBvBJgEyPrvov3dzHxQZ-LKy3K8YW6Z0i9xG7lX7Smj0DabKClvADHtxaexcgFNVVzG50mN10_QcUp7ZWm3GtBuzft_lSLx8kuJIjkgjWnrgeLK7igycfpgz90r0f8ZyvTlMRuLMv_CESkHJTJcAcIzvkVqqD1d7WLX0iEEeREnKZfNXgnslWWsD2SRo12B5q9l4yKKbpJtV0xvd8_Jf-CU8rb7xk9rZvrF87QlAQ-x8U4qiY6lyaWRzYlE2b-ENo2f9Mrsa-EHaPucLEtzw3z8_m6g9rZpdrUxKI4aicokJWXLGOZ8ickVutLP_auZ98JBzw_ZsH9J0Qai-GI7rb5zlTaAvvKRnUoDjvY_20NLOkS2yz6-U-fftGfgLWmOIjo4QpY4ugIus-z2tE3yCeuCDMk6bzBEUafqs1n5Fsb883Q6wVhZZBEgT7TLPM8KB8vudscMvp6yao3ItuKaz1nPrVocgfSLZ_rpiGxprjJ9glVY0oJy6Z8rGSKXa-RtqfvE9z7u4bfTvL-fyVAUrKF9ZHDH7TINa1Iocno-x4ko_boqrC9VL50KQjBxQPiZLRyF6aRsA5dYbqi1fqETLqddf4f6nmuHfNNN44plue3cH-N-fLnmGZ3Z3HhT0JvNXFvkrb3SxaD7UTGVh1_6xKSDbgvZmJevi120kV9YINM55Kzl-DqwhmCvnOacTnUnLUQlxnChg9RROTtfkrbgXUc1ehDWK8GofYSESieWrh8gHpUG1C8jPMhKftwigGw-gIKlphQGk1OcV6mk4nGw0V7my-fvDhRFbjq-7lBP8zlhvl-8Le0T11-lN62KeTS4Ql2FTDnU3jPuzpHtOjLLLJB-Mg8Cd55j7vLdhwfvF3k5kpTEQOU5glDOPiuaN8r5_OfBf_YmfPowbnLzC-1F03z4yokFVSYQ4uTZJu-0e7i2ZCalI4KLZuc7jVA5P23hLUAZv_Fa-VVEfUojT7-YMQfLd7-x09NY0rIXa9CbI46G9NvzLPxxdrNrXhMxU6hnX96smIYSjIMDBARhljdLM1qBQZnESRvfRF1P43W_po8cFrqU61HAnANiou_BK1Sdthtj2nJSwEgKkFnw_K5sBN-di56BZjNIc49M02YaTOGB_91EDqv9XCujfkUVztyqSjhb5brqxJejh2ym5FU0QMHoXaPcAQU0bkjOqVCLUeZb_IlwnchpruC_DidYRPGPC-ACdPVIXbe2ms8Pzv5f77adiiQynnuvi51ogTOEO4CW3YJoAKhPliUlaJ2oRqNg7oY4_Fhlol5-sdID7NJBStHxNHIe0ODmpKIOCjNcFbmtWtJneEhXzkMhNVFF3QhtkhAmHEA-n3Op2sC_AYxVKLuCs7cYgHjhXkdcVtsm6ni4ZtRJ55iSBow7yI2aBaRPpF-Q-cUax7be7PA7YxjonMJl6-aUmoPBgCaMMW43xjfdeaeB6Ryl3v8x-icU5GeJQrkeO-HlfOlo-7RxeWzp6rfCYygJaQjHztc0fjCZgx592mP7tV0eWy0Kb__OaAC7AzqQgSqTOrHXMDogJWMLrg7XRljwaQlMavSXWOyRVs3cIEqtKvsNo5GtaDn0vHSYGaJfigOkFHn42uNZ1jBmoH07v9IucH0IuE2lWuhSpaVXzF-v5-5Kvgs2ofMvovQK_EuqSrD7dES6M_wTv8epGgy7qYWyCl0yog6KBSQ-RUnuj24W_CZ-edx6Ri4-AOkvLBjJdOis_SI5O_Lbh1WhNDJcaqkXlQMNv3fbY16lTu2x4WnmNF4Ej-uJXG-7cAUc5b5GQbPJrGrbj7T-zvPs9q7yF_Gaw7eznayxwTFIpL_uqQDyCb01FWHuywhVXER9SecFJqLvP2arTp2ba8mHGm4epgj09TYuriyr5lreO1oHXYCGh9Yyz1izZElGyjJ8y82sYdKGibTYpwfLMwqLtRMat4KgEPETydVBgzMXOhNcVxlD6m7hspFnFKoteAAWDwtLWUXMHQhmMhDVuIDBngNWqWOZEl_v_Rhgygjag5z-6n22UBp0HqXBWzZH6j5dcYkOJ7ZT3CHT7qiMYZBP1DrZUJDDwX4jIBPXP0hOEbMjsZPo&opi=122715837
https://www.thedailybeast.com/cheat-sheet
https://www.thedailybeast.com/obsessed
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/politics
https://www.thedailybeast.com/keyword/2024-presidential-election
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/entertainment
https://www.thedailybeast.com/franchise/royalist
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/media
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/politics/opinion
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/us-news
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/scouted
https://www.thedailybeast.com/search
https://www.thedailybeast.com/obsessed
https://www.thedailybeast.com/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership?tdb_source=join-now-button&tdb_medium=article
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions


Photo Illustration by Thomas Levinson/The Daily Beast/Getty

House Republican leaders behind the

sputtering impeachment inquiry into

President Joe Biden scheduled a public

hearing on Wednesday to iron out

alleged “inconsistencies” in witness

testimony. But they might want to start

with the witness the GOP impeachment

team has cited as their “most credible

by far.”

Former Hunter Biden business

associate Tony Bobulinski has provided

testimony riddled with inconsistencies,

including statements that contradict

claims in the FBI’s write-up of their

interview with him just ahead of the

2020 election.

ADVERTISEMENT

In closed-door testimony last month,

Democrats on the House Oversight

Committee pressed Bobulinski on those
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statements, according to a transcript. In

response, Bobulinski blamed other

people for lying or getting it wrong: the

FBI agents who wrote up the interview,

old business associates, former White

House staffer Cassidy Hutchinson, and

reporters at The Wall Street Journal.

Now, House Republicans have

scheduled Bobulinski to testify publicly

on Wednesday. Hunter Biden and

another former business partner

rejected offers to appear, leaving

Bobulinski as the sole in-person

witness. (One other GOP witness—

former Biden associate Jason Galanis—

will join remotely from federal prison,

where he is serving a 14-year sentence

for defrauding a Native American

tribe.)

This means that Bobulinski’s prior

statements will be on the menu again

for the Democrats. And not all of his

inconsistencies can be chalked up to

third-party error.

Hunter Biden, after a closed-door deposition before the
House Committee on Oversight and Accountability on
Feb. ��.

Samuel Corum/Getty
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One central issue in the Bobulinski

timeline—his long-standing

connections to a sanctioned Russian

oligarch behind state-controlled energy

company Rosneft—appears far more

close and complex than he has

suggested, including in his House

testimony.

Bobulinski was a partner with Hunter

Biden and a small circle of other

associates in a proposed 2017

investment deal involving their startup

entity, called “SinoHawk,” and privately

owned Chinese energy firm CEFC. In

2020, Bobulinski went public with

claims that the finances involved not

just Hunter Biden, but his father Joe

Biden, who was out of office at the time

of the negotiations.

Republicans have pointed to

Bobulinski’s claims as evidence of

potential wrongdoing, and his

allegations have fueled unproven but

widespread speculation about a bribery

scandal—even though many of these

claims have been debunked, and years

of GOP investigations have turned up

no evidence of impeachable offenses.

But as the inquiry has unspooled the

details surrounding the proposal,

Bobulinski’s own connections to Russia

have come into clearer focus.

In 2017, while SinoHawk pursued its

deal with CEFC—securing an

investment of $5 million—CEFC was

simultaneously chasing an
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exponentially bigger deal. That deal

involved purchasing a $9 billion stake

in Rosneft, the Russian-controlled

energy conglomerate whose founder,

Viktor Vekselberg, had close ties to

Bobulinski, The Daily Beast previously

reported.

The CEFC-Rosneft negotiations created

friction between Bobulinski and Hunter

Biden, the text messages show,

stemming from Hunter Biden’s

aversion to dealing with the sanctioned

Russian company. That led to the

eventual dissolution of SinoHawk,

though CEFC’s investment in Rosneft

never came to fruition.

Bobulinski has claimed, including in his

testimony last month, that he first

learned of the potential CEFC-Rosneft

deal from press reports in July 2017,

emphasizing that the proposal was

never officially recognized until

September. He also told FBI agents and

House investigators that he grew deeply

concerned when he learned about the

Viktor Vekselberg and Vladimir Putin in ����.

Sergei Ilnitsky/AFP via Getty
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deal. That specific timeline, Bobulinski

told House investigators, “is important

to my testimony today.”

But WhatsApp messages—compiled by

a nonprofit run by outspoken Hunter

Biden opponent and former Donald

Trump White House staffer Garrett

Ziegler, and confirmed as authentic to

The Daily Beast by a representative for

Bobulinski—show that Bobulinski had

been in a position to know much

earlier.

According to those messages,

Bobulinski had been physically in

Moscow for business discussions

involving CEFC’s executive director one

month earlier.

“Can you please get confirmation of

itinerary of Director Z trip to Russia,”

Bobulinski asked a CEFC associate in a

May 5 message, referring to CEFC

executive director Jian Jun Zang.

“The director is still on the plane, so I

have not got any update on the time

table in Ru,” the associate replied,

adding that CEFC would procure a visa

for Bobulinski’s own travel to Russia.

“Regarding the Visa, CEFC will issue a

letter of invitation to you, plz send me

[your] passport copy, a position in a

certain company (which you would like

the officer to know).”

When the associate clarified that Zang

would be in Russia from June 4
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through June 7, Bobulinski offered to

help with lodging and logistics.

“Are his accommodations and things

already setup? Is there anything we can

help with?” Bobulinski asked, according

to the messages. (Bobulinski made a

similar inquests in an earlier message,

writing, “We would like to be helpful to

the Director and make sure his trip is

great, can you please confirm his hotel

is all settled and which hotel he is

staying.”)

In a separate WhatsApp exchange with

Bobulinski days later, another

SinoHawk partner mentions the

upcoming Russia trip.

“[Z]ang wants to organize with me in

Bucharest. I would like to do before

Moscow or straight after,” the associate,

James Gilliar, allegedly wrote, with

Bobulinski allegedly replying, “Ok.”

(Gilliar is also the person who sent

Bobulinski a link to the public report

about the CEFC-Rosneft deal, in July

2017.)

In another message from early June,

Bobulinski told Gilliar, “see u in
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Moscow.” Then, in a separate June 4

exchange, a Romanian businessman

asked Bobulinski if they could arrange a

conversation “before you fly to

Moscow.”

Bobulinski later stated in the messages

that he was personally in Moscow in

early June.

“Chairman Ye coming to moscow this

trip?” Bobulinski asked a CEFC

representative in a June 7 message,

referencing another CEFC official.

The representative answered that Ye

“might come to Moscow in several days

but it’s not confirmed yet.” Bobulinski

then replied that he would have stayed

in Moscow longer, according to the

messages.

“OK we would have stayed to spend

time with him and the Director if we

had known, it isn’t 100% confirmed yet

though,” he wrote.

While all SinoHawk partners appear to

agree that CEFC’s involvement with

Tony Bobulinski speaks to journalists ahead of a debate
between Joe Biden and Donald Trump in ����.

Tom Brenner/Reuters
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Rosneft tainted and ultimately killed

the SinoHawk project, their

interpretations of those events vary.

In his 2020 FBI interview, Bobulinski

told agents that he’d first grown

“concerned” about Hunter Biden’s

participation in the CEFC-Sinohawk

negotiations “after learning of CEFC’s

involvement in Rosneft,” news that first

came out on Independence Day in 2017.

(A WhatsApp message shows

Bobulinski receiving this information

that day, from Gilliar.)

According to Bobulinski’s account, he

thought it was strange that CEFC could

manage a $9 billion purchase while

slow-rolling its much smaller $5 million

investment in Sinohawk. Group

WhatsApp messages included in House

impeachment releases show that

Rosneft and Bobulinski’s oligarch ties

gave rise to disputes between Hunter

Biden and Bobulinski, The Daily Beast

previously reported.

The circumstances surrounding the

collapse of the deal, Bobulinski has

said, are what led him to come forward

in the first place. He has claimed that

he first learned Hunter Biden cut him

out of the CEFC deal when he read a

Senate report released in late 2020,

telling the FBI that in retrospect, the

Rosneft involvement “didn’t add up” to

him.

But WhatsApp messages show that

Hunter Biden also bristled at the
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Rosneft deal—specifically because of

Bobulinski’s business ties to Moscow

and Vekselberg.

When Bobulinski first agreed to what

became the SinoHawk deal—in spring

2016—he did not know he was going

into business with Hunter Biden, but a

“prominent American family;”

impeachment records show he first

became aware of Hunter Biden’s role in

February 2017. And in the context of

2017, Bobulinski’s Russia connections

were nuclear.

In 2014, while Joe Biden was vice

president, the U.S. government

sanctioned Rosneft in response to

Russia’s first unlawful incursion into

Ukraine. Additionally, Moscow had just

interfered in the 2016 election on

Trump’s behalf—with Rosneft’s role in

Christopher Steele’s dossier garnering

intense speculation—and Hunter Biden

was wary of anything involving the

Russian government. Hunter Biden

aired these frustrations in text

messages released by House

Republicans, and WhatsApp messages

between him and Bobulinski show the

two men in fierce arguments months

before the SinoHawk project fell apart.

On May 19, 2017, Hunter Biden and

Bobulinski had a confrontation over the

SinoHawk deal. WhatsApp messages

show Biden invoking Bobulinski’s ties

to Vekselberg, blasting him as

CHEAT SHEET OBSESSED POLITICS 2024 ELECTION ENTERTAINMENT ROYALS MEDIA OPINION U.S. NEWS SCOUTED

NEWSLETTERS SUBSCRIBE

MY ACCOUNT

MANAGE NEWSLETTERS

SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS

NEED HELP?

https://www.axios.com/2020/04/21/senate-inteligence-committee-russia-trump
https://www.axios.com/2020/04/21/senate-inteligence-committee-russia-trump
https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/02/14/donald-trumps-russia-scandal-is-just-getting-started/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/02/14/donald-trumps-russia-scandal-is-just-getting-started/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/gops-star-witness-tony-bobulinski-in-hunter-biden-probe-has-ties-to-russian-oligarch?ref=scroll
https://gop-waysandmeans.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/T35-Exhibit-300-All-Relevant-Backup-Messages_Redacted.pdf
https://gop-waysandmeans.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/T35-Exhibit-300-All-Relevant-Backup-Messages_Redacted.pdf
https://www.thedailybeast.com/cheat-sheet
https://www.thedailybeast.com/obsessed
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/politics
https://www.thedailybeast.com/keyword/2024-presidential-election
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/entertainment
https://www.thedailybeast.com/franchise/royalist
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/media
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/politics/opinion
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/us-news
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/scouted
https://www.thedailybeast.com/search
https://www.thedailybeast.com/obsessed
https://www.thedailybeast.com/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership?tdb_source=join-now-button&tdb_medium=article
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions


immature and insulting, and at one

point threatening to break his jaw.

“I’ll say it one final time. I don’t care

how much money you’ve made what

teams you were captain of or how many

soulless oligarchs you call friend,”

Hunter Biden wrote. “Money doesn’t

interest me winning is ephemeral and

fleeting and I have no interest spending

my days on a super yacht measuring my

dick with the people on the super yacht

next to me.”

Biden continued, “I care about one

thing. My family. And your demands

make me uncomfortable and you’re

[sic] insults remind me of the shit the

captain of the lacrosse team said to me

in college about my dad right before I

broke his fucking jaw. So you’re [sic]

choice Tony act like a child and take all

your millions of marbles home and

throw them at me from afar or sit down

like men do and have a discussion face

to face. One request though stop the 5th

grade group text insults—Jesus my

daughters texts are more cogent and

mature.”

Bobulinski replied that he and “all the

partners around the table” were “trying

to protect u and your family” [sic].

Bobulinski also said that if Hunter

Biden ever brought the deal up to his

father, he’d likely be waved off.

“[A]nd to add to it, if you are so worried

about your family, you wouldn’t be

doing this because as u said, all of your
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dad’s lawyers and any lawyer would

advise you and Jim not to touch this

with a 100 foot pole,” Bobulinski wrote,

referencing Hunter Biden’s uncle,

James Biden, who was also involved in

SinoHawk.

The deal, of course, fell through.

Instead, a separate entity that Hunter

Biden co-founded with Chinese

investors received $5 million from a

CEFC affiliate in August 2017. That

company paid Hunter Biden $500,000

up-front, followed by monthly

consulting fees of $100,000—payments

that the GOP has cast in misleading

terms.

Last week, CNN reported that the

impeachment inquiry has stalled amid a

series of embarrassing and escalating

setbacks. While the most damaging

blow came in the form of the

indictment of an FBI informant last

month for lying to his handlers, CNN

also reported that Biden’s recent

closed-door testimony also impressed

Republicans, leaving Oversight chair

Rep. Jamie Comer (R-KY) Comer “on

his own island.”
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No further witness interviews have

been scheduled, and Republicans, who

control the House, don’t have enough

votes to impeach Joe Biden, CNN

reported. There’s no partisan consensus

on an exit strategy, either, and while

Comer has advocated for criminal

referrals, House Judiciary Chair Jim

Jordan and House Speaker Mike

Johnson are less enthusiastic,

according to CNN.

Bobulinski didn’t return The Daily

Beast’s comment request, and Hunter

Biden’s legal team declined to

comment. In response to questions, an

Oversight Committee spokesperson

provided a statement challenging

Hunter Biden to appear for a public

hearing.

“Tony Bobulinski is willing to appear

before the Oversight Committee in

public to answer questions about his

previous testimony and anything else

members want to ask him,” the

statement said. “If Hunter Biden was so

confident in his previous testimony,

he’d do the same. But it appears Hunter

Biden is afraid to testify alongside his

former business associates.”

Hunter Biden shot down the GOP’s

invitation to join Bobulinski at

Wednesday’s upcoming hearing, with

his attorney Abbe Lowell dismissing the

proceedings as a “carnival side show.”

Rep. James Comer, chairman of the House Oversight
and Accountability Committee

Kent Nishimura/Getty
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Another former business partner,

Devon Archer—a key witness for the

GOP whose previous testimony

undercut their central allegations—also

rejected the invitation to testify this

week, citing a “patently unreasonable”

request.

In last month’s closed-door interview,

House Democrats peppered Bobulinski

with questions seeking to highlight and

dismantle his shifting narratives. Their

inquiries zeroed in on several factual

discrepancies, chiefly concerning the

details surrounding Bobulinski’s

presence at a 2017 business meeting in

Miami, as noted in the FBI interview.

Bobulinski’s written testimony admits

that he did not attend the meeting,

blaming the half-dozen FBI agents in

the interview for a “single note-taking

error.”

But as Democrats pressed Bobulinski,

that “single note-taking error” morphed

into a broader claim, about “numerous

statements in [the FBI notes] that are

incorrect.” The testimony transcript

illustrates a series of contentious

exchanges, with Democrats expressing

open skepticism that the

inconsistencies were merely the fault of

FBI agents taking bad notes, and

reprimanding Bobulinski for what

Democrats said was a combative and

“disrespectful” tone.

Those disputed claims include the FBI’s

notes that Bobulinski told them he had
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personally witnessed a Chinese

business official giving Hunter Biden a

diamond at a Miami meeting in 2017—a

note that Bobulinski called “a lie.” The

inconsistencies also include the

timeline of when Bobulinski first

learned of the Chinese company

involved with the business deals, with

Bobulinksi telling Democrats that the

FBI’s notes about that timeline were

also “incorrect.”

A third point of contention was whether

Bobulinski had visited the White House

the day before his FBI interview. (The

write-up notes that Bobulinski was

tested for COVID specifically because of

a White House visit the prior day.) In

response, Bobulinski—flanked by

Donald Trump’s 2020 campaign lawyer

Stefan Passantino—told Rep. Dan

Goldman (D-NY) that the COVID test

was for an event in Nashville,

Tennessee, adding that he has “never”

visited the White House and slamming

the detail as a “big, clear mistake” by

Attendees of a House Oversight and Accountability
Committee hearing last fall made their views clear.

Jonathan Ernst/Reuters
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the multiple FBI agents who had

documented the meeting.

The claims of numerous factual errors

on the FBI’s part beggared belief among

Bobulinski’s Democratic interrogators.

The accuracy is paramount, because

Bobulinski’s FBI interview has for years

been held up by Hunter Biden’s critics

as official documentation for the

bombshell claim that Hunter Biden had

arranged for a 10 percent cut for “the

big guy,” Joe Biden—an allegation that

has since been discredited. (Bobulinski

sat for that 2020 FBI interview

voluntarily, but refused to provide his

electronic devices for imaging.)

After Bobulinski implicated Joe Biden

directly in the deal, Gilliar—a

SinoHawk partner—told The Wall

Street Journal, “I would like to clear up

any speculation that former Vice

President Biden was involved with the

2017 discussions about our potential

business structure. I am unaware of any

involvement at any time of the former

vice president. The activity in question

never delivered any project revenue.”

Separately in the hearing, Bobulinski

also attacked Cassidy Hutchinson’s

claims about him in her recent memoir.

Hutchinson wrote that she saw

Bobulinski meet with former Trump

chief of staff Mark Meadows while

wearing a ski mask at an October 2020

campaign event, where Meadows gave

Bobulinski an envelope of some kind.
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Bobulinski, however, called her a “fraud

and a liar,” denied being handed

anything, and denied wearing a ski

mask.

In response, Hutchinson released what

she said was a photo from the event

showing Meadows next to Bobulinski in

a black ski mask. Days later, Bobulinski

sued Hutchinson for defamation.

When the testimony was over, House

Oversight minority leader Rep. Jamie

Raskin (D-MD) released a statement

characterizing the hearing as “farcical”

and rebutting many of Bobulinski’s

claims and explanations. In November,

Hunter Biden’s legal team filed a

criminal referral asking the Justice

Department to investigate Bobulinski

for potentially lying to federal agents in

his 2020 interview.

Republicans, however, defended their

witness. In interviews after the hearing,

Comer threw his lot in with Bobulinski.

“Tony Bobulinski’s the one credible guy

in the Biden orbit,” Comer told

Newsmax in one interview. “I will admit

with Jamie Raskin that there are a lot of

people involved with the Bidens that

weren’t credible. That’s a reflection on

the Bidens, not me. Tony Bobulinski’s

the one good guy, the one honest guy,

the one credible guy, and he did a great

job in the transcribed interview

yesterday.”
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Staley is an incredible coach but experts including the Freedom From Religion Foundation suggest her daily proselytizing may
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Special counsel Jack Smith used a legal filing to express
frustration with Judge Aileen Cannon’s handling of the
case.

Dan Ladden-Hall
News CorrespondentPublished Apr. ��, ���� �:��AM EDT 

Bill O’Leary/Getty Images

The prosecutor in the case over Donald

Trump’s alleged mishandling of

classified documents criticized a

request from the judge overseeing the

proceedings, claiming that it’s based on

a “fundamentally flawed legal premise.”

In a court filing Tuesday, Justice

Department Special Counsel Jack

Smith said U.S. District Court Judge

Aileen Cannon’s orders risked putting

the case in jeopardy before the trial

even begins. Smith and his team also

called on the court to “promptly” make

its interpretation of a key issue clear

and signaled that they might file an

appeal to dispute the judge’s decisions
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once her intentions about how the case

can proceed have been clarified.

At issue is an unusual order Cannon

made last month in which she asked

both the prosecution and defense teams

to file two versions of draft instructions

for the jury. The order—which Cannon

made even though a trial date has not

yet been set—asked the legal teams to

base the instructions on two possible

scenarios.

In one scenario, Cannon asked the

attorneys to base instructions on the

assumption that presidents have the

right to declare documents personal

rather than official at the end of their

time in office by using the Presidential

Records Act. This is the argument that

Trump’s defense is arguing in the case.

In the other scenario, the jury would be

allowed to review records and decide

which of the documents Trump

allegedly retained unlawfully are

“personal” and which are “presidential.”

Trump has been charged with

mishandling 32 classified documents

under the Espionage Act—the former

DOJ Torches Trump's
Argument for
Impunity in Mar-a-
Lago Case

Jose Pagliery

NOT TODAY

CHEAT SHEET OBSESSED POLITICS 2024 ELECTION ENTERTAINMENT ROYALS MEDIA OPINION U.S. NEWS SCOUTED

NEWSLETTERS SUBSCRIBE

MY ACCOUNT

MANAGE NEWSLETTERS

SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS

NEED HELP?

https://www.thedailybeast.com/doj-torches-trumps-arguments-for-impunity-in-mar-a-lago-docs-case
https://www.thedailybeast.com/author/jose-pagliery
https://www.thedailybeast.com/doj-torches-trumps-arguments-for-impunity-in-mar-a-lago-docs-case
https://www.thedailybeast.com/cheat-sheet
https://www.thedailybeast.com/obsessed
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/politics
https://www.thedailybeast.com/keyword/2024-presidential-election
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/entertainment
https://www.thedailybeast.com/franchise/royalist
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/media
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/politics/opinion
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/us-news
https://www.thedailybeast.com/category/scouted
https://www.thedailybeast.com/search
https://www.thedailybeast.com/obsessed
https://www.thedailybeast.com/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership?tdb_source=join-now-button&tdb_medium=article
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/newsletters
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership/offers
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions
https://thedailybeast.freshdesk.com/support/solutions


president denies the charges. In his

filing, Smith argued that the

Presidential Records Act should “play

no role” in jury instructions at all.

“Both scenarios rest on an unstated and

fundamentally flawed legal premise—

namely, that the Presidential Records

Act (‘PRA’), and in particular its

distinction between ‘personal’ and

‘Presidential’ records [...] determines

whether a former President is

‘authorized,’ under the Espionage Act

[...] to possess highly classified

documents and store them in an

unsecure facility,” the special counsel’s

team wrote.

Instructions based on that “wrong”

legal premise “would distort the trial,”

the prosecution added. It also said if

Cannon does permit a jury instruction

according to the Trump team’s

argument that a president has the right

to declare any record personal at the

end of their term, regardless of its

classification or where it’s stored, then

“the Government must be provided

with an opportunity to seek prompt

appellate review.”

Smith’s team reiterated that “both of

the Court’s scenarios are fundamentally

flawed and any jury instructions that

reflect those scenarios would be error,”

but nevertheless added in the filing

“jury instructions for each of these two

legally erroneous scenarios.”
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Cannon, who was appointed to the

bench by Trump, had initially

scheduled the trial to begin on May 20,

but a later date is now more likely amid

ongoing disputes brought by both sides.

Trump faces three other criminal cases

as he campaigns for president.

Dan Ladden-Hall
News Correspondent

@DanLaddenHall
dan.hall@thedailybeast.com

Got a tip? Send it to The Daily Beast here.
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violate her players’ constitutional rights.
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