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Washington could become a more dangerous city if the D.C. Council votes Tuesday, as currently planned, to override 

Mayor Muriel E. Bowser's veto of a bill that decreases punishments for violent crimes such as carjackings, home 

invasion burglaries, robberies and even homicides. The far-reaching rewrite of the criminal code will further tie the 

hands of police and prosecutors while overwhelming courts. With the capital city awash in handguns, the measure 

would also scale back penalties for convicted felons illegally carrying firearms, as well as for using them to commit 

crimes. 

The bill eliminates life sentences and gets rid of mandatory minimums for every crime but first-degree murder. The 

maximum penalty for someone convicted of a violent felony while using a gun to commit more violence would drop 

to four years from 15 years. This is not an evidence-based approach to public safety. The data is clear that firearms 

offenders recidivate at higher rates and more quickly than those who committed crimes without guns. 

Maximum sentences are seldom pursued under the status quo, if ever. But limiting them so drastically will deprive 

prosecutors of needed discretion. U.S. Attorney for D.C. Matthew M. Graves has warned that language in the 450-

page omnibus will make it harder to charge repeat offenders for unlawful gun possession. 

Proponents of the bill say African Americans are disproportionately convicted of violent crimes and couch their 

arguments in terms of equity. African Americans are also disproportionately victims of these same crimes. 

Also on the Editorial Board's agenda 

• The misery of Belarus's political prisoners should not be ignored.




