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Fact Check: ‘There Is No Such Thing as a Heartbeat
at 6 Weeks,’ Says Stacey Abrams
Ben Johnson / September 23, 2022

Stacey Abrams, the Democratic candidate for governor of Georgia, denied that unborn children have a
heartbeat at six weeks and that the ultrasound is part of a grand conspiracy to give men control over
womenʼs bodies—statements that run contrary to well-established facts and medical standards of fetal
development. 

The Claim

Abrams hoped to establish that legislation protecting children from abortion a�er doctors can detect a
fetal heartbeat is based on bad science. At a campaign event at Ray Charles Performing Arts Center in
Atlanta on Wednesday, Abrams said, “There is no such thing as a heartbeat at six weeks. It is a
manufactured sound designed to convince people that men have the right to take control of a
womanʼs body.”

Critics immediately mocked her assertion that an ultrasound is part of a vast patriarchal conspiracy to
brainwash women, and some called Abrams a “circulation-denier.”

Marjorie Dannenfelser, president of SBA Pro-life America, said that Abrams “denies science” and
“shows how far pro-abortion Democrats will go to strip the unborn of humanity and promote abortion
on demand for any reason, at any point in pregnancy up until birth.” 

Abrams, who is not a scientist, is virtually quoting an argument made by abortionists, and advanced
by the abortion industry, that denies the science of embryological development. 

Abortionist Nisha Verma told NPR that the fetal heartbeat is “actually electrical activity, and the sound
that you ʻhearʼ is actually manufactured by the ultrasound machine.” (It is unclear why “hear” is in
scare quotes.)

Jennifer Kerns, who is also an abortionist, agreed that “the term ʻfetal heartbeatʼ is pretty misleading,”
because the heartʼs motions really just amount to “some electrical activity,” and “[i]n no way is” the
ultrasound “detecting a functional cardiovascular system or a functional heart.”

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/stacey-abrams-says-no-such-thing-6-week-fetal-heartbeat-claims-manufactured-sound
https://sbaprolife.org/
https://www.smerconish.com/exclusive-content/living-in-thein-between-as-a-doctor-providing-abortion-care
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/09/02/1033727679/fetal-heartbeat-isnt-a-medical-term-but-its-still-used-in-laws-on-abortion
https://www.liveaction.org/news/stacey-abrams-prenatal-heartbeats-manufactured-control/
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The Washington Postʼs fact-checker, Glenn Kessler, tweeted the NPR article in Abramsʼs defense,
claiming: “FWIW, ʻfetal heartbeatʼ is a misnomer. The ultrasound picks up electrical activity generated
by an embryo. The so-called ʻheartbeatʼ sound you hear is created by the ultrasound.”

In reality, even before it is fully formed, the fetal heart begins to contract and pump blood in a
detectable way beginning at six weeks gestation. OB-GYNs rely on the sounds a Doppler ultrasound
emits to properly convey the timing and extent of blood circulation in an unborn baby. Letʼs look at
each claim in a little more detail — and provide a lot more proof.

Does a Fetal Heartbeat Exist? If So, When Does a Baby’s Heart Begin to Beat?

If the definition of “heartbeat” is cardiac tissue contracting to pump blood through the circulatory
system, then the answer is an emphatic “yes,” unborn babies have a heartbeat at six weeks.

The fetal heart begins as a tube, which contracts to pump blood as early as 22 days and begin
circulating blood at week four, but it is not detectable by an ultrasound until six weeks. The heartʼs
four chambers develop at week seven.

The leading scientific and medical authorities have always referred to this activity as a fetal heartbeat.
“At about six weeks, your babyʼs heart beat [sic] can usually be detected,” according to the Cleveland
Clinic, which is ranked the nationʼs No. 1 hospital for cardiology and heart surgery. Until last year, the
No. 2 cardiology hospital, the Mayo Clinic, stated, “The heart and other organs also are starting to form
and the heart begins to beat” at six weeks.

But the Mayo Clinic altered its guide last September, shortly a�er Texas passed its heartbeat
law, erasing mention of the fetal heartbeat even before Planned Parenthood got around to airbrushing
away its admission that during weeks five-six “[a] very basic beating heart and circulatory system
develop.” (The nationʼs largest abortion provider now claims, “It sounds like a heartbeat on an
ultrasound, but itʼs not a fully-formed heart.”)

While abortionists may try to muddy the waters about whether the sound emitted by an ultrasound is
a heartbeat, scientists have recorded video of an unborn childʼs heart contracting to circulate blood at
four weeks and four days.

What Do Authoritative Medical Textbooks and Scienti�c Studies Say About

Whether a Baby Has a Heartbeat at 6 Weeks?

In a word, the most authoritative embryology textbooks and scientific literature confirm that a fetal
heartbeat begins in the sixth week of development. Here is a small sample of textbooks and scientific
studies discussing the issue:

“The heart and major blood vessels begin to develop earlier—by about day 16. The heart begins to
pump fluid through blood vessels by day 20, and the first red blood cells appear the next

https://twitter.com/GlennKesslerWP/status/1572962263992000512
https://www.ehd.org/dev_article_unit4.php
https://www.karger.com/Article/Fulltext/501906
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/articles/7247-fetal-development-stages-of-growth
https://health.usnews.com/best-hospitals/rankings/cardiology-and-heart-surgery
https://web.archive.org/web/20210903060919/https:/www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/pregnancy-week-by-week/in-depth/prenatal-care/art-20045302
https://web.archive.org/web/20210920144251/https:/www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/pregnancy-week-by-week/in-depth/prenatal-care/art-20045302
https://web.archive.org/web/20210914161025/https:/www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/pregnancy-week-by-week/in-depth/prenatal-care/art-20045302
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/pregnancy-week-by-week/in-depth/prenatal-care/art-20045302
https://web.archive.org/web/20211208233756/https:/www.plannedparenthood.org/learn/pregnancy/pregnancy-month-by-month/what-happens-second-month-pregnancy
https://washingtonstand.com/news/planned-parenthood-committed-383460-abortions-received-633-million-in-taxpayer-funding-in-2021
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/learn/pregnancy/pregnancy-month-by-month/what-happens-second-month-pregnancy
https://www.ehd.org/movies/21/The-Heart-in-Action
https://www.merckmanuals.com/home/women-s-health-issues/normal-pregnancy/stages-of-development-of-the-fetus#v809193
https://www.fool.com/investing/general/2014/04/29/heres-what-you-dont-know-about-merck-co-inc-todays.aspx
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day,” states “The Merck Manual,” the worldʼs bestselling medical textbook, in an entry written by Dr.
Raul Artal-Mittelmark of the Saint Louis University School of Medicine (and last revised September
2022).
“In human embryos, the heart begins to beat at about 22-23 days, with blood flow beginning in the 4th
week. The heart is therefore one of the earliest di�erentiating and functioning organs,” according to
the University of New South Wales, Australia, embryology index.
“The heart is the first functional organ that develops in humans and all other vertebrate embryos. The
heart first begins to beat by week 4 of development. … On day 23 of development, the heart finally
begins to pump,” wrote Kristen L. Farraj and Roman Zeltser of Hofstra Northwell School of Medicine in
2021.
During the fourth week of development the “[h]eart is beating,” according to the 2021 edition of the
textbook “The Human Body in Health and Illness” by Barbara Herlihy (p. 522).
“The heart begins to beat at approximately day 22. … The embryonic heartbeat can be detected
using Doppler ultrasonography during the fourth week, approximately six weeks a�er the last normal
menstrual period,” according to “The Developing Human: Clinically Oriented Embryology” by Keith L.
Moore, T. V. N. Persaud, and Mark G. Torchia (11th edition, p. 59) in 2020. (Emphases in original.)
“The human heart is one of the first organs to form and function during embryogenesis. By the end of
gestational week three. … [T]he fetal heart becomes vital for oxygen and nutrient distribution. The
initiation of the first heart beat via the primitive heart tube begins at gestational day 22, followed by
active fetal blood circulation by the end of week 4,” according to a 2019 review articleby Cheryl Mei
Jun Tan and Adam James Lewandowski in the peer-reviewed journal Fetal Diagnosis and Therapy.
“The human heart is the first functional organ to develop. It begins beating and pumping blood
around day 21 or 22, a mere three weeks a�er fertilization. … It originates about day 18 or 19 from the
mesoderm and begins beating and pumping blood about day 21 or 22,” according to the textbook
“Anatomy and Physiology” (chapter 19.5) by Lindsay M. Biga, which is used at Oregon State University.
“The myocardium begins to contract rhythmically by 3 weeks post-conception as a consequence of
the activity of spontaneously depolarising myocardial pacemaker cells of the embryonic heart, and its
maturation continues even into the postnatal period. While the exact timing of onset of the
atrioventricular (AV) electromechanical relationship remains speculation in humans, by six weeks
post-conception AV synchrony can be demonstrated using standard Doppler techniques,” wrote Lisa
Hornberger and David Sahn in the internationally peer-reviewed journal Heart, produced by BMJ.
“In fact, at six weeks, when Stacey Abrams says a heartbeat doesnʼt exist, that babyʼs heart is actually
beating at about 110 beats per minute (bpm),” said Dr. Tara Sander Lee, a Harvard Medical School
graduate and currently the director of life sciences at the Charlotte Lozier Institute.

The legacy “media can perform Olympic-level semantics gymnastics all they want, but most
Americans instinctively understand that a developing human organ which beats rhythmically and
pumps blood throughout the body is, in fact, a heart.”

How Does Doppler Ultrasound Work? Is It Detecting a Fetal Heartbeat or Just

‘Electric Activity’?

Obstetricians measure a fetal heartbeat at six weeks by using a Doppler ultrasound. As a Canadian
government website explains, the Doppler ultrasound works by emitting sound waves into the body to
detect blood circulation inside a fetus. “The movement of blood cells causes a change in the pitch of
the reflected sound waves. This is called the Doppler e�ect. If there is no blood flow, the pitch does not
change,” it states.

In other words, the sounds produced by a Doppler ultrasound accurately reflect a personʼs heartbeat.

https://www.merckmanuals.com/home/women-s-health-issues/normal-pregnancy/stages-of-development-of-the-fetus#v809193
https://www.fool.com/investing/general/2014/04/29/heres-what-you-dont-know-about-merck-co-inc-todays.aspx
https://embryology.med.unsw.edu.au/embryology/index.php/Cardiovascular_System_-_Heart_Development
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK499934/
https://npiprofile.com/npi/1528529039
https://faculty.medicine.hofstra.edu/6565-roman-zeltser
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Human_Body_in_Health_and_Illness_E_B/yD8rEAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=fetal+heartbeat+begins&pg=PA522&printsec=frontcover
https://books.google.com/books?id=OTaBDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA59&lpg=PA59&dq=%22during+the+fourth+week,+approximately+6+weeks+after+the+last+normal+menstrual+period%22+Moore+Persaud&source=bl&ots=GoCEChpj2z&sig=ACfU3U0oJhRHKfOCJdClMedd6sVjmCnU7Q&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj4lcre1qn6AhV4g4kEHYkKCtoQ6AF6BAgDEAM#v=onepage&q=%22during%20the%20fourth%20week%2C%20approximately%206%20weeks%20after%20the%20last%20normal%20menstrual%20period%22%20Moore%20Persaud&f=false
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7265763/?fbclid=IwAR3CKdgh761bfuOl8qd9mYbokoLLcJogz5y90y_qiZ4dHMJjKzQpnKC-9Q0
https://www.karger.com/Journal/Guidelines/224239#sec50
https://open.oregonstate.education/aandp/chapter/19-5-development-of-the-heart/?fbclid=IwAR09bo7LnRFu2yGxsGFMYFCko-EQTPRBOED0JnY2svEMLXCYM-oxsYoyC0A
https://open.oregonstate.education/aandp/
https://lozierinstitute.org/
https://medlineplus.gov/lab-tests/doppler-ultrasound/
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Health/Pages/conditions.aspx?hwid=hw4477


9/29/22, 12:39 PM Fact Check: ‘There Is No Such Thing as a Heartbeat at 6 Weeks,’ Says Stacey Abrams - The Daily Signal

https://www.dailysignal.com//print?post_id=939778 4/4

Did a Scientist Invent This Sound as a Vast Conspiracy to Convince Women

That Men Should Control Their Bodies?

There is no evidence that Edward H. Hon, who invented fetal heartrate monitoring in 1958 (15 years
before Roe v. Wade), intended his device to convince anyone men should “take control of a womanʼs
body.” Nor did Abrams produce any evidence to that e�ect (much like her claims that Republican Brian
Kemp stole the 2018 Georgia gubernatorial election).

The Verdict

Medical textbooks, authoritative studies, and the nationʼs leading heart hospital agree that an unborn
childʼs “heart” begins developing at three weeks and that a “heartbeat” can be detected by six weeks.
Abrams, NPR, and the abortion industry are wrong to assert otherwise. They should follow the
science.

First published by The Washington Stand.

Have an opinion about this article? To sound o�, please email letters@DailySignal.com and weʼll
consider publishing your edited remarks in our regular “We Hear You” feature. Remember to include the
url or headline of the article plus your name and town and/or state.

https://www.contemporaryobgyn.net/view/editorial-homage-obstetric-legend-edward-h-hon
https://books.google.com/books?id=WH_1eln4aVgC&lpg=PA3&ots=SaSJMoV82p&dq=Edward%20Hon%20doppler%201958&pg=PA3#v=onepage&q=Edward%20Hon%20doppler%201958&f=false
https://www.politifact.com/article/2019/may/10/fact-checking-kamala-harris-claim-stacey-abrams-an/
https://www.theblaze.com/news/stacey-abrams-rachel-maddow-claims-about-2018-election
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/11/georgia-stacey-abrams-brian-kemp-election-not-stolen.html
https://washingtonstand.com/news/fact-check-stacey-abrams-there-is-no-such-thing-as-a-heartbeat-at-6-weeks
mailto:letters@DailySignal.com

