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Apple was the most profitable company on the
Fortune 500 list this year. These are the biggest
profit generators, and what that means about
American business.

May 24, 2022 · 4 min read

American companies had a huge year in 2021.

Together, the corporations on this year’s Fortune 500 list

generated a record $1.8 trillion in profits on $16.1 trillion in

revenue.

The story of the top 10 most profitable U.S. companies

reveals some major trends in the current American business

landscape: Tech continues to dominate, energy companies

remain in a secular decline despite a rebound in 2021, and a

strong economy lifts all boats.

TechTech  remains dominantremains dominant

AppleApple once again took the top spot on  once again took the top spot on FortuneFortune’s list’s list of the of the

most profitable American companies in 2021. The tech giantmost profitable American companies in 2021. The tech giant

Will Daniel

TRENDING

1. Man accused of pistol-whipping Asian
senior humbled by 'much smaller man' in
viral fight video

2. Suspect in Wisconsin river stabbing
rampage that killed teen, injured 4 others
held on $1M bail

3. Pelosi trip to Taiwan poses new challenge
for White House

4. Man filmed dragging a woman inside a
bar's restroom puts spotlight back on
gender-based violence in China

5. 'Boy Meets World' star Danielle Fishel
says she worked as a gift-wrapper at
Bloomingdale's after the show ended: 'I
liked to wrap presents'

Find yours
Vacation homes 
for whoever you 
call family

https://login.yahoo.com/?.lang=en-US&src=generic&.done=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yahoo.com%2Fvideo%2Fapple-most-profitable-company-fortune-180540279.html&pspid=&activity=ybar-signin
https://mail.yahoo.com/?pspid=&activity=ybar-mail
https://mail.yahoo.com/
https://news.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/
https://news.yahoo.com/coronavirus
https://shopping.yahoo.com/
https://shopping.yahoo.com/sales/subscription?ncid=mbr_ryhacqlnk00000059
https://www.yahoo.com/plus?ncid=mbr_ryhacqnav00000038
https://www.yahoo.com/everything/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://fortune.com/fortune500/
https://fortune.com/company/apple
https://fortune.com/fortune500/
http://fortune.com/
https://news.yahoo.com/man-accused-pistol-whipping-asian-225826213.html
https://abcnews.go.com/US/suspect-wisconsin-river-stabbing-rampage-killed-teen-injured/story?id=87743644
https://news.yahoo.com/pelosi-taiwan-trip-203738466.html
https://news.yahoo.com/man-filmed-dragging-woman-inside-234753883.html
https://www.insider.com/danielle-fishel-gift-wrapper-bloomingdales-after-boy-meets-world-2022-8
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=458584288257241&link=https%3A%2F%2Ffinance.yahoo.com%2Fnews%2Fapple-most-profitable-company-fortune-180540279.html%3Fsoc_src%3Dsocial-sh%26soc_trk%3Dfb%26tsrc%3Dfb
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Apple%20was%20the%20most%20profitable%20company%20on%20the%20Fortune%20500%20list%20this%20year.%20These%20are%20the%20biggest%20profit%20generators%2C%20and%20what%20that%20means%20about%20American%20business.&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffinance.yahoo.com%2Fnews%2Fapple-most-profitable-company-fortune-180540279.html%3Fsoc_src%3Dsocial-sh%26soc_trk%3Dtw%26tsrc%3Dtwtr&via=Yahoo
mailto:?subject=Apple%20was%20the%20most%20profitable%20company%20on%20the%20Fortune%20500%20list%20this%20year.%20These%20are%20the%20biggest%20profit%20generators%2C%20and%20what%20that%20means%20about%20American%20business.&body=https%3A%2F%2Ffinance.yahoo.com%2Fnews%2Fapple-most-profitable-company-fortune-180540279.html%3Fsoc_src%3Dsocial-sh%26soc_trk%3Dma


8/2/22, 11:55 AM Apple was the most profitable company on the Fortune 500 list this year. These are the biggest profit generators, and what that m…

https://www.yahoo.com/video/apple-most-profitable-company-fortune-180540279.html#:~:text=Tech remains dominant,on revenues of %24365.8 billion. 2/6

raked in $94.7 billion in profits last year on revenues ofraked in $94.7 billion in profits last year on revenues of

$365.8 billion.$365.8 billion.

In the past, oil producers and even car companies like Ford

were common sights at the top of the most profitable

companies list, but these days, tech companies reign

supreme. Tech giants represented three out of the top five

most profitable companies in the U.S. in 2021 and half of the

top 10.

Apple has also taken the top spot on the Fortune 500 most

profitable list for seven out of the last eight years, only being

eclipsed once by Warren Buffet’s Berkshire Hathaway in

2019.

Other tech profit generators in the top ten included Meta

Platforms, Amazon, Microsoft, and Google’s parent company

Alphabet.

Fossil fuel’s secular decline continues

The waning dominance of fossil fuel companies has been an

ongoing trend over the past decade, and only one company,

Exxon Mobil, nabbed a top spot in the most profitable list.

But that doesn’t tell the whole story.

Rising oil and gas prices lifted many energy companies to

new heights in 2021, increasing the sector’s presence in this

year’s Fortune 500. 

Still, from 2000 to 2015, Exxon Mobil earned the top spot as

the most profitable U.S. firm 12 times, while this year it only

managed the number nine slot. It was also the only company

that didn’t post a double-digit year-over-year increase in

profits compared to 2020.

A strong economy lifts banks, mortgage lenders

A strong economy and a record year for stocks meant big

business for America’s banks and investment managers in

2021.

Story continues
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PACT Act is latest effort in yearslong battle to help
veterans exposed to toxic burn pits
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Speaker Nancy Pelosi visits Taiwan, flouting Chinese
threats and Biden's concerns
House Speaker Pelosi is the highest ranking US official to
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Stock market news live updates: Stocks mixed as
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Stock futures were lower on Tuesday as House Speaker
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declare emergencies as outbreak grows
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