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BIOGRAPHY

Director Katherine Archuleta is a long-time public servant, who has distinguished herself as a 
leader on human resources and management policy in a variety of senior positions in local and 
Federal government.

On May 23, 2013, President Obama appointed Director Archuleta to lead the U.S. Office of 
Personnel Management (OPM), the agency responsible for attracting and retaining an innova-
tive, diverse and talented workforce to make the Federal government a model employer for the 
21st century.

On November 4th, Archuleta was sworn in to begin her tenure as the 10th Director of OPM, 
and the first Latina to head this federal agency.

Director Archuleta began her career in public service as a teacher in the Denver public school 
system. She left teaching to work as an aide to Denver Mayor Federico Peña.  When Mayor Peña 
became Secretary of Transportation during the Clinton Administration, Archuleta continued 
her public service as his Chief of Staff. Later, Peña was appointed to head the Department of 
Energy and Archuleta served as a Senior Policy Advisor in the Office of the Secretary.

After the Clinton Administration, she went back to local government and became a Senior 
Policy Advisor to Denver Mayor John Hickenlooper.

Archuleta spent the first two years of the Obama Administration serving as the Chief of Staff 
at the Department of Labor to Secretary Hilda Solis.

As the Director of OPM, Archuleta is committed to building an innovative and inclusive work-
force that reflects the diversity of America. As a long-time public servant, she is a champion of 
Federal employees.




