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Federica Saini Fasanotti is a nonresident senior fellow in the Center for 21st Century 

Security and Intelligence, part of the Foreign Policy program at Brookings. Her 

fieldwork and research have covered, among others, Afghanistan, Libia, Ethiopia and 

Somalia. 

 

Her latest book is "L'Esercito alla macchia. Controguerriglia Italiana 1860-1943  ̶  

The Army in the bush. Italian Counterinsurgency 1860-1943" (Historical Office of 

the General Staff of the Italian Ministry of Defense, 2015). 

 

Saini Fasanotti's research focuses on counterinsurgency. She is a military historian 

expert in African colonies. She graduated in Contemporary History summa cum laude 

and then gained a PhD degree at the University of Milan, with a study on 

controversial relationship between Fascism and the Italian Red Cross, then she 

moved to Rome, where she is working actively with the Central Historical Office of 

the Italian Army and the Historical Office of the Italian Defense. She has participated 

as a lecturer  in many conferences and congresses of military history. She has 

delivered guest lectures in the Italian military Academies. She has published many 

essays and articles on historical and geopolitical magazines. She developed for Rai 

Trade the series "La storia del Fascismo - The History of Fascism" (2006) and "La 

Seconda Guerra Mondiale - The Second World War" (2009), distributed by "Il 

Corriere della Sera", the most important Italian newspaper.  

 

She published the book "La gioia violata. Crimini contro gli italiani 1940-1946 - The 

Violated Joy. Crimes against Italians 1940-1946" (Ares Editore, 2006), "Etiopia 

1936-1940. Le operazioni di polizia coloniale attraverso le fonti dell'Esercito italiano  

̶  Ethiopia 1936-1940. Colonial Counterinsurgency through the Sources of the Italian 

Army" (Historical Office of the Italian Army, 2010) which was selected as a finalist 

at the "Acqui Storia 2011" Award, "Libia 1922-1931. Le operazioni militari italiane  ̶  

Libya 1922-1931. The Italian Counterinsurgency" (Historical Office of the Italian 

Army, 2012), "Storia militare dell'Afghanistan. Dall'impero dei Durrani alla Resolute 

Support Mission  ̶  Military History of Afghanistan. From the Durrani's Empire to 

Resolute Support Mission" (Mursia Editore, 2014).  

 

Saini Fasanotti is currently working on her last book "The Counterinsurgency 

Doctrine from the XVII Century to the present", a wide study on COIN's history, 

methods and pillars in the modern era. 

 

She is been called by Terna Group, the first grid operator for electricity transmission 

in Europe, for a consultancy about the current situation in Libya. She also earned a 

university degree in History of Art Criticism. She speaks Italian, English and Spanish.  
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