
Simon Henderson is the Baker Fellow and director of the Gulf 

and Energy Policy Program at the Washington Institute for Near East 

Policy.  Born and brought up in Britain, he has lived in the U.S. since 

2006 and is now a U.S. citizen.  His published works include a 

biography of Saddam Hussein (Instant Empire: Saddam Hussein’s 

Ambition for Iraq. Mercury House, San Francisco, 1991) and two 

studies of the Saudi royal family, both published by the Washington 

Institute – After King Fahd: Succession in Saudi Arabia (1994), and 

After King Abdullah: Succession in Saudi Arabia (2009).  Originally a 

journalist, he reported for the BBC from Pakistan in 1977-8 and for the 

Financial Times from Iran during the Islamic revolution in 1978-9 and 

the U.S. embassy hostage crisis in 1979-80. 

 


