
Biography for Sam Brownback  
 
Sam Brownback served as Ambassador at Large for International Religious Freedom from 
February 2018 to January 2021. He served as Governor of Kansas from 2011 to 2018.   
 
Prior to that he represented his home state in the United States Senate and the House of 
Representatives. While a member of the Senate, he worked actively on the issue of religious 
freedom in multiple countries and was a key sponsor of the International Religious Freedom Act 
of 1998.  
 
Before entering public service, Ambassador Brownback practiced law and taught agricultural 
law at Kansas State University. He earned a B.S. from Kansas State University and a J.D. from the 
University of Kansas.   
 
Ambassador Brownback currently serves as co-chair of the International Religious Freedom 
Summit and  chairman of the National Committee for Religious Freedom. He joined the Board of 
Directors of the National Endowment for Democracy in 2026. 


