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Jake McGee joined the Department of State in April 2025 as Deputy 
Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor 
(DRL). He served as DRL Senior Bureau Official from June-October 2025.   
 
Prior to joining the Department, Mr. McGee was an aNorney at a global law 
firm in Washington D.C., focused on white collar defense/invesSgaSons; anS-
money laundering and securiSes liSgaSon; congressional invesSgaSons; and 
internaSonal trade, including complex sancSons invesSgaSons and advising 
for global companies operaSng in Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and North 
America.  His experience also includes represenSng businesses and 
individual clients in government invesSgaSons involving the Department of 
JusSce, SecuriSes and Exchange Commission, the Office of Foreign Assets 
Control, the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network; and advising clients 
regarding the development of their compliance and ethics programs. 
 
Prior to law school, Mr. McGee spent several years living and working in the 
Middle East as a cross-cultural exchange coordinator and execuSve recruiter. 
Mr. McGee also taught English in a refugee camp in northern Jordan. He 
speaks Arabic. 
 


