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Dr. Krystal Strong is an assistant professor in the Graduate School of Education at the University 

of Pennsylvania with faculty affiliations in the departments of Anthropology and Africana 

Studies. Dr. Strong holds a Ph.D. in Anthropology from the University of California, Berkeley.  

Her research and teaching focus on youth, education, activism, new media, and popular culture 

in Africa and the African Diaspora. She has fifteen years of experience as an educator and 

scholar, and is currently completing multiple research projects related to African youth: a book-

length ethnography of university student politics and activism after the transition to democracy 

in Nigeria; a multinational qualitative study that investigates the role of educational initiatives in 

African youth leadership development; and a digital research project that tracks the incidence 

and causes of school-based protests in Africa over the past two decades. Dr. Strong was awarded 

a 2017 Council on Anthropology and Education Presidential Early Career Fellowship from the 

American Anthropological Association and is the recipient of multiple awards including the 

I.I.E. Fulbright Fellowship and Fulbright-Hays Fellowship. Her work has been published in 

the Journal of African Cultural Studies and Urban Education. 

 
 
 


