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M. Zuhdi Jasser, M.D. is the President of the American Islamic Forum for Democracy (AIFD) 

based in Phoenix, Arizona. A first generation American Muslim, Dr. Jasser's parents fled the 

oppressive Baath regime of Syria in the mid-1960's for American freedom. A devout Muslim, he 

and his family have strong ties to the American Muslim community having helped lead mosques 

in Wisconsin, Arkansas, Virginia and Arizona. AIFD's most recent concentration is the Muslim 

Reform Movement (MRM) established in December 2015 in Washington D.C. The Muslim 

Reform Movement, convened by AIFD, is a coalition of over 15 Western Muslim Leaders whose 

goal is to actively fight radical Islam by confronting the idea of Islamism at its roots. The MRM 

has written a Declaration for Muslim Reform, a living document to be presented to all Islamic 

organizations, leaders and mosques across the U.S., with hopes to clearly separate radical 

Islamists from Muslims who believe in human rights and equality for all beings regardless of 

religion, gender or sexual orientation. 

 

In the wake of the 9/11 attacks on the United States, Dr. Jasser and a group of American 

Muslims founded AIFD which promotes Muslim voices for liberty and freedom through the 

separation of mosque and state in order to counter the root cause of Islamist terrorism--the 

ideology of political Islam (Islamism) and a belief in the supremacy of the Islamic state. AIFD's 

primary projects include the Muslim Liberty Project, the American Islamic Leadership Coalition 

and Save Syria Now! 

 

An internationally recognized expert on Islamism, Dr. Jasser is widely published on domestic 

and foreign issues related to Islam, Islamism, and modernity. He has spoken at hundreds of 

national and international events including testimony to the U.S. Congress on the centrality of 

religious liberty in countering Muslim radicalization within the "House of Islam". He is a 

contributing writer to a number of books and the author of The Battle for the Soul of Islam: An 

American Muslim Patriot's Fight to Save His Faith (Simon & Schuster, 2012). 

 

Dr. Jasser earned his medical degree on a U.S. Navy scholarship at the Medical College of 

Wisconsin in 1992. He served 11 years as a medical officer in the U. S. Navy, achieving the rank 

of Lieutenant Commander. His tours of duty included Medical Department Head aboard the 

U.S.S. El Paso, Chief Resident at Bethesda Naval Hospital, and Staff Internist for the Office of 

the Attending Physician to the U. S. Congress. He is a recipient of the Meritorious Service 

Medal. 

 

Dr. Jasser is a respected physician currently in private practice specializing in internal medicine 

and nuclear cardiology. He is a Past-President of the Arizona Medical Association. He and his 

wife Gada and their three children reside in Arizona. 

 

Dr. Jasser was appointed to the Commission on March 22, 2012 by Senate Minority Leader 

Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and was reappointed to a second term in 2014 which ended in May 

2016. 


