Congressman Frank R. Wolf (Ret. 1981-2014)
Distinguished Senior Fellow, 215t Century Wilberforce Initiative
Jerry and Susie Wilson Chair in Religious Freedom, Baylor University

First elected in 1980, Wolf represented Virginia’s 10" District for 17 terms. He announced in December
2013 that he would leave the House of Representatives at the end of the 113" Congress to focus exclusively
on human rights and religious freedom. In January 2015, Wolf was appointed the first-ever Wilson Chair
in Religious Freedom at Baylor University. That same month he joined the 21" Century Wilberforce
Initiative, a newly created religious freedom group, as Distinguished Senior Fellow.

Woll is the author of the International Religious Freedom Act, which infused America’s first freedom -
religious freedom - into U.S. foreign policy by creating the International Religious Freedom Office at the
State Department headed by an Ambassador-at-Large. It also established the bipartisan, independent U.S.
Commission on International Religious Freedom as both a watchdog of repressive regimes and a truth-teller
to our own State Department, which 1s too often reluctant to champion human rights issues abroad lest it
complicate bilateral relations.

Wolf founded and served as co-chairman of the Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission, a bipartisan
organization made up of nearly 200 Members of Congress who work together to raise awareness about
mternational human rights issues. He has traveled to Ethiopia, Sudan, Sierra Leone, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Rwanda and other countries in Africa to see firsthand the tremendous suftering due
to corrupt governments, war, AIDS and famine. He led the first congressional delegation to Darfur. He also
has worked to call attention to the human rights abuses and religious persecution in the People's Republic
of China, Tibet, Romania, Nagorno-Karabakh, Chechnya, Bosnia, Kosovo, Fast Timor and the Middle
East.

Wolf was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He received his B.A. degree from Penn State University in
1961 and his law degree from Georgetown University in 1965. He lives in Vienna, Virginia, with his wife,
Carolyn. They have five adult children and 16 grandchildren.



