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James Pooley provides litigation and management advice in trade secret and 
patent matters, acting as independent counsel, expert, ADR neutral and special 
master. He also advises companies and boards regarding information security 
and risk assessment. 
 
Mr. Pooley recently completed a five-year term as Deputy Director General at the 
World Intellectual Property Organization in Geneva, where he was responsible 
for management of the international patent system (PCT). Before his service at 
WIPO, Mr. Pooley was a successful trial lawyer in Silicon Valley for over 35 
years, representing clients in patent, trade secret and technology litigation. He 
has also taught trade secret law at the University of California, Berkeley, and has 
served as President of the American Intellectual Property Law Association and of 
the National Inventors Hall of Fame, where he currently is Chairman of the 
Board.  
 
Mr. Pooley is an author or co-author of several major works in the IP field, 
including his treatise Trade Secrets (Law Journal Press) and the Patent Case 
Management Judicial Guide (Federal Judicial Center). His recent business book 
is Secrets: Managing Information Assets in the Age of Cyberespionage (Verus 
Press 2015). 
 
Mr. Pooley graduated from Columbia University Law School as a Harlan Fiske 
Stone Scholar in 1973, and holds a Bachelor of Arts, with honors, from Lafayette 
College. 
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