
John Stauffer served with the United States Peace Corps in Eritrea from 1966 to 1968, teaching 

English and science to rural middle school students there.  He then embarked on what was to 

become a long corporate career in the U.S.  In 2003, after the worst of the repression within 

Eritrea began, he joined with one of his star Peace Corps students – who had attained educational 

and professional success and was now an asylee living in the U.S. – in founding a precursor to 

The America Team for Displaced Eritreans, which was officially established in in 2010.   Based 

in Southeastern Pennsylvania, The America Team assists Eritrean refugees and asylum seekers 

in the United States and around the world – through resettlement services, policy advocacy, and 

life-saving interventions on behalf of Eritreans in perilous circumstances. 


