
Shannon Smith 

Deputy Assistant Secretary 

Bureau of African Affairs 

 

Shannon Smith, Ph.D., was appointed Deputy Assistant Secretary of State in the Bureau of 

African Affairs in May 2013. 

Prior to joining the State Department, she served as the senior policy adviser for Africa and 

global health for the Senate Foreign Relations Committee from 2007 to 2013 under Chairmen 

Biden, Kerry, and Menendez and managed additional issues including peacekeeping and food 

security. 

While working in the Senate, she shepherded the Tom Lantos and Henry J. Hyde United States 

Global Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria Act of 2008, which 

reauthorized the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, through drafting and final 

enactment. She also oversaw successful legislation to expand the State Department Rewards 

Program to include contemporary war criminals and organized crime and initiated provisions that 

culminated in the first National Intelligence Assessment on the national security implications of 

global climate change, along with other legislative measures. 


