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HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES AND CRIMES
AGAINST HUMANITY IN NORTH KOREA

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18, 2014

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AFRICA, GLOBAL HEALTH,
GLOBAL HUMAN RIGHTS, AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS,

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC.

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 2 o’clock p.m., in
room 2200 Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Christopher H.
Smith (chairman of the subcommittee) presiding.

Mr. SMITH. Good afternoon.

Today’s briefing, which will then become a hearing and it is just
due to technical regulations proscribed by the committee and by
the House, hearing from an Ambassador cannot be done in a hear-
ing setting but it i1s a briefing. It is really a distinction without a
difference.

So today’s hearing and briefing deserve to turn the world’s atten-
tion to the systematic abuse of human rights in North Korea,
which amount to crimes against humanity by perhaps the world’s
most repressive totalitarian regime.

And so very correctly, as stated in the United Nations Commis-
sion on Inquiry report on North Korea, such a regime is a state
that does not content itself with ensuring the authoritarian rule of
a small group of people but seeks to dominate every aspect of its
citizens’ lives and terrorizes them from within. So by definition this
is not an authoritarian regime, it is an absolute dictatorship and
totalitarian regime. For in the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea we see a state that seeks to control all aspects of the lives
of its citizens, not only their political lives but also that innermost
sanctuary that we call conscience as well.

The term “hermit kingdom” is applied to any nation that wilfully
cuts itself off from the rest of the world either metaphorically or
physically. This term was applied to Korea as long ago as the late
19(11:h century, but it continues to be applicable to North Korea
today.

This is why the terrible human rights violations in North Korea
are little noticed outside of foreign policy circles. We must see that
the crimes of the North Korean regime are far more widely known,
combated, and raised, and pushed against than they currently are
now.

The first step toward that, one, is what we are trying to do here
today, to call in experts to present testimony on the horrific situa-
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tion in North Korea where political prisoners serve as virtual
slaves, where starvation is used as a political weapon, and where
religious believers, Christians in particular, are imprisoned, tor-
tured and killed with such ferocity that some say it amounts to
genocide.

In the past, and this is probably I think the sixth or seventh
hearing that I have had on human rights in North Korea or the
lack of them, we have heard from people, especially women who
have been trafficked, who had made their way into China and then
were sent back, involuntarily repatriated by the Chinese Govern-
ment, only to be sent to a gulag where they were tortured and in
many cases executed for leaving the country.

So seeking to gain some liberty they ended up first being sex
trafficked and then secondly exterminated and killed by a barbaric
regime. Unfortunately, today’s world’s attention is distracted by
manifold crises which seem almost to overwhelm us, and we will
enumerate just a few.

The breathtaking collapse in progress of the Maliki regime in
Iraq, which we had supported at the cost of so much American
blood and treasure, various humanitarian catastrophes in Africa,
most notably the Central African Republic and South Sudan, which
was the subject of a resolution passed just a few minutes ago, but
also the presence of violent Islamist movements such as Boko
Haram. I was just in Nigeria and saw the devastating impacts
again of what that terrorist organization does to innocent people.
And, of course, al-Shabaab in the major nation of Kenya where
they have been hitting most recently.

The ongoing tensions in Ukraine, as a restive Russia seeks to re-
assert the imperial hegemony over neighboring states and clashes
in the South China Sea as an increasingly bellicose China makes
a gambit to become a maritime power and fill a perceived vacuum.

We have always lived in a wounded world, but today the tour-
niquets required to stop all the bleeding the world over would tax
even the most compassionate of souls.

Yet it is precisely this exhaustion of compassion that we must
fight against. Compassion fatigue is not a luxury that we can af-
ford and we must summon the necessary conviction to address the
sufferings of the beleaguered people of North Korea.

We will have testifying today an eyewitness to the barbarity of
North Korea’s cruel regime, a defector from North Korea who was
born in a total control zone—political prison camp and he will give
us an unsettling firsthand account of exactly what he experienced.

The torture he endured and not simply physical torture, as hor-
rific as that was, but was a psychological barbarity and such ruth-
lessness that once you have heard what he underwent your imagi-
nations will forever be affected.

Members of this subcommittee are no strangers to the brutality
of starvation in many parts of the world, particularly in Africa. But
today they will hear stories of starvation by design, how the denial
of food is used as an instrument of wide scale torture.

We will also hear about a North Korean nuclear program that
goes beyond the headlines. Yet we do know that North Korea, in
its quest for nuclear weapons, threatens to destabilize the world.
But what many of us did not know and what we will hear today
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is the extent to which the North Korea nuclear program is built
upon the cadavers of its own people.

The United Nations Commission of Inquiry report, as important
as it was, never explored the full extent to which workers in ura-
nium mines are exposed to high levels of radiation and how even
the most basic concern for the safety needs of workers are routinely
ignored.

Finally, I want to call attention to H.R. 1771, the North Korea
Sanctions Enforcement Act. It is my hope that Congress, both
House and Senate, will take to heart the testimony that is pre-
sented today and with a renewed focus on North Korea’s human
rights record pass this important legislation which takes a step for
holding this rogue regime accountable for the sins committed
against its own people.

I, finally, just note parenthetically that we did invite Special
Envoy Bob King. He is traveling. We will have him here as our
Special Envoy for North Korean Human Rights Issues.

His position was created as part of the North Korean Human
Rights Act and we look forward to his testimony because he has
worked very, very hard and I will just also remind my colleagues
who were here he used to be the staff director for the Democratic
side of the aisle for the Foreign Affairs Committee under Tom Lan-
tos.

So I yield to Ms. Bass.

Ms. Bass. Okay. Chairman Smith, thank you for holding this
hearing today. I would also like to thank our distinguished wit-
nesses and I look forward to hearing your perspectives on the ongo-
ing challenges to human rights in North Korea.

I am also interested in hearing your perspective on what is ulti-
mately at stake if efforts to address North Korea’s human rights
abuses are not sufficiently managed.

As we prepare to hear from today’s witnesses, I hope we can
learn critical lessons from their experiences and use them to in-
crease awareness and support for the improved protection of
human rights in North Korea and across the globe.

I am committed to working toward this end and look forward to
working with my colleagues to find the most effective and sustain-
able solutions.

Thank you very much and I yield back my time.

Mr. SMITH. Thank you very much. Mr. Marino.

Mr. MARINO. I have no

Mr. SmiTH. I would like to now welcome to the table Ambas-
sador-at-Large for Human Rights of the Republic of Korea, Ambas-
sador Lee. Lee Jong Hoon is the Republic of Korea’s Ambassador-
at-Large for Human Rights.

He is also a member of the faculty of at Yonsei University where
he directs its Centers on Korean and American studies. Ambas-
sador Lee hosted a weekly television program on current affairs for
5 years and his writings and commentaries appear frequently in
Korean and international media.

He has written widely on East Asian affairs with special ref-
erence to foreign policy and security issues. In the last Korean
Presidential election he advised President Park on foreign and se-
curity affairs.
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He also serves as co-chair of Save NK, a nongovernmental orga-
nization dealing primarily with North Korean human rights issues.

Mr. Ambassador, welcome to the committee and please provide
us with your statement.

STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE LEE JONG HOON, AMBAS-
SADOR-AT-LARGE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, REPUBLIC OF
KOREA

Ambassador LEE. Good afternoon and thank you, Mr. Chairman,
Ranking Member Bass and members of the subcommittee for giv-
ing me this opportunity to address you today. Before I begin I
would ask that my written remarks be made part of the record.

Mr. SmiTH. Without objection, so ordered.

Ambassador LEE. Thank you. I would also like to thank your
staff as well as the staff and volunteers at Human Liberty, without
whose hard work and dedication today’s briefing and hearing would
not have taken place.

In 1945, the sense of revulsion at what had taken place at
Auschwitz, Treblinka, and other concentration camps was manifest
not only in the Nuremberg trials but also in the adoption of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Together, these two events ushered in a sea of change in think-
ing about human rights. Subsequently, the community of nations
has drafted and adopted a number of additional human rights in-
struments.

Whether through sanctions or armed interventions, steps were
taken against regimes that have blatantly violated the Universal
Declaration’s ideals. The Khmer Rouge in Cambodia, apartheid in
South Africa, and the genocide in Rwanda are cases in point.

One country that has largely escaped the world’s notice, however,
is North Korea, a country that is arguably the world’s worst viola-
tor of human rights.

Mr. Chairman, members of the subcommittee, we are all gath-
ered here today because we share a common goal as well as a con-
cern. The concern, of course, is the unrelenting deprivation of fun-
damental human rights in North Korea.

Our shared goal is to raise international awareness, to extend
hope for those languishing under the near 7-decade-long tyranny of
the Kim Dynasty. We wonder how long must this suffering go on.

What will it take for the international community finally to say
no more to the North Korean regime? Why can’t there be a red line
for human rights as there is for weapons of mass destruction? In
a normal state, national security is pursued to ensure human secu-
rity.

In North Korea, however, national security ensures only regime
security. The state takes no responsibility to protect its own people.
It is no wonder why North Koreans en masse resort to taking ref-
uge across the border.

Why? Because there is no hope in a country ruled by political
prisons, torture, hunger, and public execution, completely void of
the fundamental rights to an adequate standard of living, not to
mention life. The question remains how to get at the main sole
source of all problems—the Pyongyang regime itself.
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In March this year, the Commission of Inquiry on North Korea
unveiled its final report at the UNHRC. The report represents a
significant milestone in how the world views and deals with the
human rights crisis in North Korea.

The COI report characterizes North Korea as a totalitarian state
that has committed serious human rights violations amounting to
crimes against humanity. Since the release of the report, the inter-
national community has come together as never before on this
issue.

One outcome worth noting is the work of Human Liberty that ac-
tively seeks to create a coalition of partners and volunteers to sus-
tain this momentum.

Of particular significance is the commissioning of Hogan Lovells,
an international law firm based in London, to conduct an inde-
pendent evaluation of COI's work pro bono.

I would ask, Mr. Chairman, that the full crimes against human-
ity report be made part of the record.

Mr. SMITH. Without objection, your request will be honored. Yes.

Ambassador LEE. Thank you. I am here to make public for the
very first time the commissioned work by Hogan Lovells, which un-
equivocally endorses the findings and recommendations of the COI.
But Hogan Lovells goes a step further to charge that the North Ko-
rean regime may be guilty of the crime of genocide.

How so? Because the North Korean regime has, with full intent,
been involved in the extermination, at least in part, first, of the so-
called hostile class; second, those who are adherents of religion,
Christians in particular; and third, those who are not ethnically
North Korean.

With respect to the hostile class, North Korea has imposed what
it calls the Songbun system—essentially, a caste system where the
hostile class with suspect state loyalty is placed at the very bottom
of the society.

As such, a legitimate argument can be made that North Korea
has effectively created a group with a separate cultural identity
within the society and as such it constitutes a distinct ethnicity.

On that basis, the extreme discrimination to which this class is
subjected, especially the deprivation of food, constitutes a form of
genocide. In this case, it will be genocide by attrition or starvation.

Now, on religion, Christians are viewed by the North Korean re-
gime as a political threat because the state does not allow any be-
lief system other than its official state ideology called Juche, or
self-reliance.

Just recently, the regime arrested an American tourist by name
of Jeffrey Fowle, who reportedly left his Bible in a hotel room. Last
September, there were reports that 33 North Koreans associated
with South Korean Baptist missionary Kim Jeung Uk were sen-
tenced to death for helping to establish underground churches in
North Korea.

They were executed by firing squad on November 3rd of last year
when coordinated public executions reportedly took place in seven
cities across the country in front of thousands of spectators includ-
ing children, who were forced to watch. If that is not genocide, I
don’t know what is.
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The third category that are victims of genocide in North Korea
are the non-Koreans. To the regime, any interracial marriage cor-
rupts the purity of the society.

As a result, the government brutally enforces a policy of forced
abortion and even infanticide against mixed-race children, espe-
cially those with Chinese fathers.

The Human Liberty report contends that an argument for geno-
cide could be made on the basis that these mixed-race children who
are victims of infanticide will qualify as a protected group under
international law on racial and ethnic grounds.

Considering the strict and narrow defines of the term genocide,
the COI report was hesitant in charging the North Korean regime
of genocide, suggesting instead that perhaps the term political
genocide might be more applicable.

The Human Liberty report prepared by Hogan Lovells, however,
finds enough evidences to conclude that in North Korea genocide
is taking place.

During his presentation of the COI report, Chairman Michael
Kirby said, “These are the ongoing crimes against humanity hap-
pening in the DPRK which our generation must tackle urgently
and collectively. The rest of the world has ignored the evidence for
too long. Now there is no excuse because now we know.”

So the question remains, Mr. Chairman, now that we know what
do we do? How can we provide the beacon of hope for those North
Koreans desperately yearning for freedom?

To bring about a real change, it takes courage and the political
will to confront the Pyongyang regime. What is required is world-
wide mobilization.

Ending the human rights abuses in North Korea will require a
global campaign reminiscent of the international anti-apartheid
movement. U.S. House subcommittee hearings such as today’s can
only boost such a global campaign.

It matters, and I am deeply grateful, and that is why I flew
12,000 kilometers today just to give this briefing, however short it
may be. It is my way of thanking you and also letting you know
that we are in this together.

Thank you and God bless, and with that, Mr. Chairman and sub-
committee, I will be pleased to answer any questions that you
might have.

[The prepared statement of Ambassador Lee follows:]



BRIEFING BY THE HONORABLE LEE JUNG-HOON
Ambassador for Human Rights
Republic of Korea

Good afternoon and thank you Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Bass, and Members of
the Subcommittee, for giving me this opportunity to address you today. Before 1 begin, 1 would
ask that my written remarks be made part of the record.

I would also like to thank your staff as well as the staff and volunteers at Human Liberty,
without whose hard work and dedication, today’s briefing and hearing would not have taken
place.

In 1945, after the Allies defeated Hitler's army and liberated Europe, the world recoiled
in horror at what had taken place at Auschwitz, Treblinka, and the other concentration camps.

Knowledge of the Holocaust had a traumatic effect the world over. The initial response was, “If

we had only known. . . " betraying a sense of collective guilt for the lack of awareness of what

was occurring in the camps. Soon after, though, world opinion moved from a focus on the recent
past to a focus on the future and concluded that never again can humanity allow such
unspeakable crimes to occur.

This sense of revulsion was manifest not only in the Nuremburg trials, but also in the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Together, these two events ushered in a

sea change in thinking about human rights — a paradigm shift such that certain human rights have

thereafter been regarded as fundamental and universal — intrinsic to the dignity of each

individual. What's more the international community recognized that individuals and states have
obligations incumbent upon them to act to prevent atrocities that are in violation of those rights.

Subsequently, the community of nations has drafted and adopted a number of additional
human rights instruments that are the direct offspring of the Universal Declaration. Whether
through sanctions or armed intervention, steps were taken against regimes that have blatantly
violated the Universal Declaration’s ideals, such as Stalin’s Soviet Union, the Khmer Rouge in

Cambodia, Apartheid South Africa, those responsible for the genocide in Rwanda, and others.
Various international tribunals have also been established to try violators of these human rights.

One country that has largely escaped the world’s notice in this regard, though, is North
Korea. Among those who concern themselves with such things, it is currently regarded as the
world’s worst violator of human rights.

Members of the Subcommittee, we're all gathered here today because we share a

common concern and a goal. The concern of course is the unrelenting deprivation of
fundamental human rights in North Korea. Our shared goal is to raise international awareness to



extend hope for those languishing under the near seven decade-long tyranny of the Kim
Dynasty'. We wonder, how long must the suffering go on? What will it take for the international

community finally to say “no more™ to the North Korean regime? Why can’t there be a “red line”
for human rights violations as there are for weapons of mass destruction?

Tn a normal state, national security is pursued to ensure human security. Tn North Korea,
however, national security ensures only regime security. The state takes no responsibility to

protect its own people. It's no wonder why North Koreans en masse resort to taking refiige across

the border. Why? Because there’s no hope in a country ruled by political prisons, torture, hunger,

and public execution, completely void of the fundamental right to adequate standard of living,
not to mention life.

The question remains how to get at the main source of all problems — the Pyongyang
regime itself. In March this year, the Commission of Enquiry (COI) on North Korea, mandated
to look at an extensive list of possible violations, unveiled its final Report at the UNHRC in
Geneva. The Report represents a significant milestone in how the world views and deals with the
human rights crisis in North Korea. Needless to say, all efforts now must be consolidated and
funneled to implement the recommendations so thoughtfully crafted by Michael Kirby, Marzuki

Darusman, Sonja Biserko, and all the other dedicated members of the COL.”

The CO1 Report characterizes North Korea as a “totalitarian state” that has committed

serious human rights violations amounting to crimes against humanity - extermination, murder,
enslavement, torture, imprisonment, rape, forced abortions and other sexual violence,
persecution on political, religious, racial and gender grounds, the forcible transfer of populations,
the entforced disappearance of persons and the inhumane act of knowingly causing prolonged
starvation.

Since the release of the Report, the international community, both private and public,
has come together as never before on this issue. One outcome worth noting is the work of
Human Liberty that actively seeks to create coalition of partners and volunteers to sustain the
momentum. Of particular significance is the commissioning of Hogan Lovells, an international

law firm based in London, to conduct an independent evaluation of the COI's work pro bono. 1

would ask, Mr. Chairman, that the full Crimes Against Humanity report be made part of the
record.

The commissioned work by Hogan Lovells unequivocally endorses the findings and

recommendations of the COI Hogan Lovells went beyond reviewing the COT's work and
considered whether the North Korean regime might be guilty of the crime of genocide —

particularly against those the North Korean regime considers to be part of a “hostile class,” those



who are adherents of a religion, and those who are not ethnically North Korean." Let me briefly
take each of these in turn. With respect to the “hostile class,” North Korea has imposed what it
calls the Songhun system.” Essentially, the government has imposed on the society what is

effectively a caste system with three overarching categories. The elites or those in the “core”

class are considered loyal to the regime and benefit by virtue of their status. The “waivering”

class consists of those whom the elites consider of questionable loyalty, but who can
nevertheless demonstrate their loyalty to the party through their economic and political
contributions. The third class is the “hostile” class — those judged to be disloyal. A subset of this
third class includes those who are religious. Members of this third class are discriminated against

in virtually every aspect of their lives, to include employment, military service, education, food,
housing, medical care and opportunity.

Because of the stratification of the society in this way and the difficulty of moving from
one class to another, the Human Liberty report’s drafters suggest that a legitimate argument can

be made that North Korea has effectively created a group with a separate cultural identity within
the society, and as such, it constitutes a distinct ethnicity. On that basis, the extreme
discrimination to which the third class is subjected, especially the depravation of food,
constitutes a form of genocide. In this case it would be genocide by attrition or starvation.”

Because the North Korean regime’s policies are so skewed away from what any responsible

government would do and are so biased against the lowest caste that the only reasonable
conclusion is that the regime is intentionally depriving its third class citizens of food and is
intentionally working them to death.

Moving now to religious adherents, we know the North Korean regime is hostile toward
people of faith, and especially Christians. Any religious belief is viewed by the North Korean
regime as a political threat because the state does not allow any belief system other than its
official state ideology, known as Juche. Just recently the regime arrested an American tourist
there named Jeffrey Fowle who reportedly left his Bible in a hotel room. Last September there
were reports that 33 North Koreans associated with South Korean Baptist Missionary Kim
Jeong-uk were sentenced to death for helping to establish as many as 500 underground churches
in North Korea. They were executed by firing squad on November 3 of last year when
coordinated public executions reportedly took place in seven cities across the country in front of
thousands of spectators, including children, who were forced to watch.® Mr. Kim, the Baptist
missionary, was himself sentenced to life imprisonment just last month, reportedly escaping the

Human Liberty report, p. 37.
Human Liberty report, p. 43.
Human Liberty report, p. 43.
* Human Liberty report, pp. 44-45.
Human Liberty report, p. 47.
® hiip ffwww.melanieldrkpatrick com/the-bible-in-the-birds-nest/

1
2
3
4
5
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death sentence because he “repented his crimes.”” There's also a testimony of refugees who told
of the North Korean family that had been hiding a Bible in a bird nest outside their home.

When a neighbor cut down a branch of the tree, the Bible fell out. The neighbor reported this and
the family was arrested and never heard from again.®

These stories are not just anecdotes; there are far too many of them. In accordance with
the International Religious Freedom Act (IRF Act), which you helped guide through Congress 16

years ago, Mr. Chairman, the State Department has placed North Korea on the list of “Countries
of Particular Concern” every vear since 2001 for "particularly severe violations of religious

freedom,” which the IRF Act defines as “systematic, ongoing, egregious” violations of religious
freedom.”

On the issue of non-Koreans, the North Korean regime views the “other” with both deep

suspicion and contempt. Witness the regime’s scurrilous, racist slurs against President Obama,
for example.'" I'will not dignify the hate-filled rhetoric by repeating the statements here today.
In their minds, any interracial marriage corrupts the purity of the Korean race, in the North
anyway. As a result, the government brutally enforces a policy of forced abortion and even
infanticide against mixed-race children, especially those with Chinese fathers.! Unfortunately,
the children who are killed in utero are not yet recognized as persons under international law,

and therefore they do not qualify as victims of genocide. The Human Liberty report contends that
an argument for genocide could be made on the basis that these mixed-race children who are

victims of infanticide would qualify as a “protected group” under international law on racial or
ethnic grounds.

Considering the strict and narrow defines of the term "genocide," the COT report was
hesitant in charging the North Korean regime of genocide, suggesting instead that perhaps the
term "political genocide" might be more applicable. The Human Liberty report prepared by
Hoguan Lovells, however, finds enough evidences to conclude that in North Korea genocide is
taking place.

Now, Tunderstand that this subcommittee has a focus on the issue of the link between

7 hitp/fwww.cnn.com/2014/06/02/world/asia/north-korea-labor-sentence/index. himl

# Human Liberly report, p. 50.

? Such acts include:

a.) Torture or cruel. inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment;

b.) Prolonged detention withoul charges;

c¢.) Causing the disappearance of persons by the abduction or clandestine detention of those persons; or
d.) Other flagrant denials of the right (o lile. liberly. or the security of persons.

" hitp:/fwrerw washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/north-korean-screed-against-obama-
ilustrates-race-based-worldview/2014/05/08/9hc7a68f-7b71-41 10-b4f1~
85ac03¢92777 storv.himiZhpid=z3

' Human Liberty report, pp. 51-52.
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North Korea's nuclear program and its human rights abuses. This is one area not investigated by
the COL While the world has focused most of its attention on the former and little on the latter,
there is an important link between the two. North Korea violates the Right to Food under Article
2(1) and Article 11(2) of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, to
which North Korea is a state party. By maintaining such a large military force and by pursuing
its nuclear program, North Korea is engaging in systematic, widespread, and grave violations of
the right to food, and the regime’s decisions, actions, and omissions have caused hundreds if not
thousands of its own people to die from starvation.

Moreover, the workers at North Korea's nuclear sites are subjected to very unsafe

working conditions including exposure to nuclear radiation without appropriate protective
measures such as dust masks or protective suits. They are also forced to use water contaminated
with radiation for drinking, bathing, and washing clothes. In fact, there are indications that the
more important you are to the nuclear program the more protections from radiation you are

provided, and vice versa — the more expendable you are, the more deprived you are.

During his presentation of the COl Report to the UNHRC last March, Chairman Michael
Kirby had a number of pointed comments that I believe bear repeating. He said, '

The gravity, scale, duration and nature of the unspeakable atrocities committed in
the country reveal a totalitarian State that does not have any parallel in the
contemporary world.

These are the ongoing crimes against humanity happening in the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, which our generation must tackle urgently and

collectively. The rest of the world has ignored the evidence for too long. Now
there is no excuse, because now we know.

The world is now better informed about [North] Korea. Tt is watching. Tt will
judge us by our response. This Commission’s recommendations should not sit on
the shelf’ . . . It is now your duty to address the scourge of human rights violations

and crimes against humanity in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

So the question remains, Mr. Chairman, what is our duty as referred to by Justice Kirby?
Now that we know, what do we do? How can we provide the beacon of hope for those North
Koreans desperately yearning for freedom?

To bring about a real change it takes courage and the political will to confront the
Pyongyang regime. What is required for action against these heinous violations of human rights
is worldwide mobilization. There must be a global education campaign and global public opinion
must be brought to bear to get the international community to act collectively to compel North

12 http:/iwwvwr. ohchr org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx I NewsID=14385& LaneID=F
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Korea to change course. Ending the human rights abuses in North Korea will require a global
campaign reminiscent of the anti-Apartheid movement. Both public and private sectors must
remain vigilant.

Subcommittee hearings such as today's can only add to this global campaign. Just the
fact that the U.S. House of Representative mechanism is taking interest on this issue matters. 1

deeply appreciate the effort. And that’s why T've travelled 12,000km just to give this briefing,

however short it may be. It is my way of thanking you and also letting you know that we're in
this together. Thank you.

And with that, Mr. Chairman, I would be pleased to answer any questions you may have.
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Mr. SMITH. Ambassador Lee, thank you so very much for your
extraordinary statement, your call for a global mobilization. You
are absolutely right. I mean, this committee would concur with you.
If this isn’t genocide, what is?

You know, whole or in part this is almost whole, because of the
numbers of people who are systematically exterminated. I regret
that we have one vote on the floor of the House so we are going
to have to take a very brief recess and then we will come back and
I know we all have a number of questions that we would like.

But thank you again for making your way here from the Repub-
lic of Korea, flying all night, and but above all thank you for your
commitment to the people who are suffering unbearable and un-
speakable agony in North Korea. We will stand in brief recess.

[Recess.]

Mr. SmiTH. We will resume and Ambassador Lee, thank you
again for your testimony. Just a few opening questions, if I could.

First of all, on a note that is very near and dear to my heart I
want to thank you for the work that you have done in your country
on combating human trafficking.

You know, as the author of the Trafficking Victims Protection
Act, and I have worked with many of your lawmakers and have
been to Seoul on trafficking missions, your laws are extraordinarily
effective and, frankly, I think we are working side by side, not only
there and here, but also around the world, to combat that modern-
dayl slavery. So thank you for that leadership because it is very
real.

Now, on the issue of North Korea, I wonder if you could just an-
swer a couple of questions. You know, you have called for a mobili-
zation. I wonder if you can suggest to us what you think might be
the best leverage.

I know the U.N. General Assembly frequently takes up the case
as does the Human Rights Council. I don’t think that United Na-
tions Genocide Convention’s panel of experts has done it.

It seems to me, as you pointed out, this is genocide. That would
be a very appropriate place to at least take this up whether or not
they are signatories or not but certainly the Human Rights Council
needs to do something more than what it does, which is like an
obligatory denunciation and it doesn’t seem to go further than that.

Everyone says okay, North Korea is bad, doing horrible things to
its people, slaughtering. But I think your idea of a mobilization
where more people, parliamentarians, congresses, the European
Union, everyone starts really focusing.

It has been frustrating for me and members of our panel that
even in the Six-Party Talks human rights always get thrown to the
back, if they are there at all, and it seems to me, and I have said
this so many times, there needs to be integration of the human
rights issue with the nuclear issue so that every time one is spoken
about the other is raised equally because if you can’t treat your
own people with dignity and respect how can we trust and verify,
particularly since on-site inspections are very difficult to accom-
plish in a nuclear agreement.

Human rights are integral to everything, in my opinion, so your
point about the mobilization, the red line, thank you for that, that
is a very important statement that you made.



14

Let me just ask you as well just to explain maybe for all of us
about Juche. I read a book on Juche years ago and it was written
by a Christian who said you Westerners really don’t understand
that whole principle and how it is integrated with this morphed
communist ideology of the Kims.

Could you maybe elaborate for us more on the genocide, what le-
verage we might have and what haven’t we done, what else can be
done. I think integration into the Six-Party Talks when they do
occur ought to be a part of this. But Juche, if you could also speak
to that as well.

Ambassador LEE. Well, thank you for those questions, Mr. Chair-
man. I really think the COI report really opened up a new chapter
in dealing with the North Korean human rights crisis situation.
Maybe 3 or 4 years ago we would not have imagined putting in a
single sentence Kim Jong Il, well, now, of course, his son, Kim Jong
Un, the leader of North Korea, the International Criminal Court,
or prosecution.

I mean, and yet we are liberally and more often than not, talking
about these things. So that is a huge leap forward, I believe. Of
course, with the prosecutory mechanisms at the U.N., it is not
going to happen overnight.

It is a long drawn-out process. It is complicated. It is costly. I un-
derstand that. But just the fact that we are now talking about
these things is a very positive development in dealing with North
Korean human rights issues.

Now, with regards to the genocide that you are asking about, of
course, Chairman Kirby in the COI report, as I mentioned in my
briefing, felt that, well, crimes against humanity is sufficient for
their mandated purpose.

There is probably evidence for political genocide but as you know
genocide in international law has a very narrow scope, definition
that you just have to fit things into.

But as I was explaining, Hogan Lovells, a major law firm in Lon-
don, these are lawyers and they have given it a very careful study
and felt that there is enough evidence to warrant genocide.

Now, that is crimes against humanity plus genocide. These are
{:)he two worst possible crimes in international law that there can

e.

So I think it is significant that we start to delve into this issue
of genocide as well, on top of crimes against humanity, because we
are just only beginning, and when I speak of an international cam-
paign and movement it is about the international public opinion.
In order for there to be international public opinion there has to
be a much more increased awareness of what is going on so that
the United Nations, particularly the Security Council, understands
that there is this demand in the international public opinion that
something needs to be done in North Korea. Let there be pressure
on China and Russia. Let them think twice before they veto any-
thing down.

Mr. SMITH. Is it a referral to the ICC that you contemplate as
well or have you thought about maybe a specialized court like we
had for Sierra Leone, Rwanda and the court in Yugoslavia?

Ambassador LEE. Well, I mean, yes. I mean, these are all things
that is, of course, recommended by the COI, by Justice Kirby and
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his team, that it should be referred because, of course, as you
know, North Korea is not a party to the Rome Statute.

It should be the Security Council that is making the referral. If
not, the ad hoc tribunal as we know of the former Yugoslavia. It
could be a joint tribunal, as in the case of Cambodia.

But that is probably highly unlikely because the North Korean
regime will not agree to such a thing. But, you know, as I said, it
is going to be difficult journey but we are now talking about it. Let
us increase the awareness.

Let us increase the education of the young people so that more
people go to SMS, Twitter and talk about these issues, maybe even
in China.

I think there are a growing number of netizens in China who are
saying what is our government doing with this rogue state? Why
are we doing this at the embarrassment of our people? Why are we
beinl%? patron to this country that is an embarrassment to the
world?

So I think the international awareness for education, publicity is
very, very important. So that is what I am basically talking about
when I am saying that we should increase the campaign and mobi-
lize the international campaign.

Juche is the is about, well, literally self-reliance. They don’t need
anyone; they are self-sufficient, that this is a paradise that they
have created. Far from it, of course. North Korea basically has two
tools for regime survival and make no mistake, their only interest
is regime survival.

To deal with the outside world, weapons of mass destruction, nu-
clear weapons. They need to hold on to this and make it because
with the nuclear weapons basically they are saying nobody touch
us and we can do whatever we want and we are not going to have
the United States or, you know, United Kingdom or whoever, South
Korea or even the United Nations, telling us what to do or what
not to do. Internally, it is the human rights violations.

That is their tool to subdue any sort of anti-government thoughts
or any movement to challenge the regime. So these are two most
ilseful tools for the regime: Nuclear weapons and human rights vio-
ations.

One for external, one for internal, and it is not going to change
and therefore the pressure has to be very, very firm. We can’t just
pat them on the back and hope that things will change. It will
never change.

It hasn’t changed for nearly seven decades and therefore this sort
of hearing and while we talk about putting it into action is so im-
portant and in Korea, I might just add, the fact that the U.N.’s
field office structure will be established in Korea is another very
significant development in my country’s dealings with the North
Korean human rights issue.

Mr. SMITH. Ms. Bass.

Ms. Bass. Well, first of all, let me thank you again for traveling
all the way from Korea to provide your testimony today. I wanted
to understand because I am aware of the man that is in prison now
because he left a Bible in his hotel room and I just wanted to know
if you could talk to me a little bit about tourism. I don’t quite un-
derstand tourism in North Korea. Who goes?
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What do they do when they are there? I mean, what kind of tour-
ism is there? Because you hear about it. I mean, I think the last
person that was in prison had been there. Wasn’t he getting ready
to leave and they pulled him off a bus or something?

Ambassador LEE. Yes. Yes.

Ms. Bass. That was the one with the Bible. So who is going and
what are they doing there?

Ambassador LEE. I don’t think there are a whole lot of tourists.
I don’t have the statistics but the most active tourist activity was
the tourism of Kun-Dong Mountain, which was part of South Ko-
rea’s effort to enhance inter-Korean relations hoping that things
like that, Kun-Dong Mountain tourism as well as building the
Kaesong Industrial Park would somehow——

Ms. Bass. Right. That is right on the border, right?

Ambassador LEE. That is right. But, of course, you know that one
of the South Korean tourists, a woman in her 50s, was taking a
stroll early in the morning and she was shot down——

Ms. Bass. Right.

Ambassador LEE [continuing]. Because apparently they are
claiming that she actually crossed beyond the beachfront where she
wasn’t supposed to be. I mean, this is a tourist and thereafter it
shut down. So——

Ms. Bass. Okay.

Ambassador LEE [continuing]. I mean, if you are asking a ques-
tion as to, you know, who goes there I wouldn’t, that is for sure.

Ms. Bass. No, I mean, but, you know, you hear about that and
that is when you hear about these folks being stopped. I have been
there to the—right to the border, you know, to the DMZ and so
that was a few years ago, maybe 3 years ago, and I know it was
shut down then. Are you saying that it still hasn’t been opened up?

Ambassador LEE. No.

Ms. Bass. The industrial area has not been opened up?

Ambassador LEE. No. No. Kaesong Industrial Park, of course,
continues but Kun-Dong Mountain tourism has not reopened.

Ms. Bass. I see. I see. And then the ideology that you described
I just want to make sure that I—the self-reliance. I don’t know how
it is said in Korean. Could you elaborate a little more on that?

I understand the basic premise. It is, you know, the Korean peo-
ple are supposed to be independent and not rely on anybody else,
how the regime survives when folks are starving and are obviously
not self-reliant and then—so I wanted to know if you could expand
a little bit more on that ideology and how it plays out.

And then also are there any internal underground struggles that
are happening? You hear of people escaping but I don’t know if
there is any underground movements that are happening within
North Korea.

Ambassador LEE. Yes. I mean, you know, it is the most closed
society in the world so information, intelligence, is very hard to
come by.

We do time to time hear about explosions where the Kim family
train might have passed through. But I think the frequency is very,
very small and North Korea is one of the highly monitored soci-
eties.
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Even those North Koreans—I mean, you go out abroad, you go
to New York, the U.N., or other parts where North Korean dip-
lomats are that you will able to meet or restaurants that they run,
they are never alone.

They are always in twosomes or threesomes because everyone is
watching over his or her shoulders and therefore even within North
Korea the monitoring mechanism is so severe and intense that it
is probably very, very difficult to anticipate the kind of Jasmine
Revolution that we have seen in other parts of the world.

But nothing is impossible. I am sure that deep inside the people
of North Korea have this desire and that is why, you know, what
I am saying is let us find ways. Let us find ways to somehow help
these people to expand on their desire whether it is by sending
USBs. I don’t know

Ms. Bass. US what?

Ambassador LEE. USBs about the outside world—the informa-
tion. Chairman Kirby was recently in Korea to visit and he was
asking the Korean Government people about how to get the trans-
lated version of the COI report so that North Koreans can read it,
how we get it to North Korea.

So sending information to North Korea I think will be a very,
very important task going forward so that people know that more
people understand what their situation is in light of the outside
world.

Ms. BAss. Yes. It is just hard to see how the regime falls consid-
ering it has been seven decades. You know what I mean? Short of
a massive invasion somewhere because they are blocked off from
the rest of the world.

We know starvation is going on but yet they continue. What is
your guesstimate as to the number of people that 