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Witney Schneidman is a senior international advisor for Africa. Dr.
Schneidman, a non-lawyer, has a deep understanding of many of the
major African countries, as well as uniquely valuable insight into the
recurrent challenges and opportunities across the continent. He
provides strategic advice on the varied political, economic, social and
regulatory issues that are critical to companies’ success in Africa. Dr.
Schneidman’s work focuses on US-African relations, trade and
investment in Sub-Saharan Africa, and issues related to economic
growth and regional integration on the continent.

Previously, Dr. Schneidman was Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
for African Affairs. He played a key role in ensuring the passage and
implementation of the Africa Growth and Opportunity Act, and the
establishment of the U.S.-SADC Forum, the U.S.-Angola Bilateral
Consultative Commission and the U.S. Nigeria Joint Economic
Partnership Committee.

Dr. Schneidman founded a consulting firm that assisted US and
international companies in a variety of sectors, such as health, energy,
mining and financial services, to build market share and position in
Africa.

Dr. Schneidman is a nonresident fellow at the Africa Growth Initiative in
the Global Economy and Development program at the Brookings
Institution.

Dr. Schneidman has written extensively on African economic and
political issues and aired his views on CBS News, CNN, National Public
Radio, the BBC and the South Africa Broadcasting Corporation, among
other media outlets.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE

B U.S. Department of State, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
for African Affairs

B Co-Chair of Africa Experts Group, Obama Campaign for the
Presidency and Member of the Presidential Transition Team

B Special Adviser to the Vice President for Africa, World Bank

B Center for Strategic and International Studies, Senior Adviser,
Africa Program
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MEMBERSHIPS AND AFFILIATIONS

Trade Advisory Committee on Africa, Office of the U.S. Trade
Representative

Sub-Saharan Africa Advisory Committee, U.S. Export-Import
Bank

Council on Foreign Relations
Africa Program Advisory Board, Woodrow Wilson Center

Member, Corporate Council on Africa

PUBLICATIONS AND SPEECHES

Mr. Schneidman appeared on MSNBC, March 30, 2013, for a
discussion on democracy and economic growth across Africa.
To watch the full interview, click here.

PUBLICATIONS

"Africa: Why Congress Should Extend the African Growth and
Opportunity Act Now," Brookings (10/21/2013), Author

"Engaging Africa: Washington and the Fall of Portugal’'s Colonial
Empire in Africa, which Foreign Affairs,” University Press of
America (2004), Author

"A Ten Year Strategy for Increasing Capital Flows to Africa,"
Peterson Institute for International Economics (June 2003),
Author

"Twelve Years of the African Growth and Opportunity Act,"
Brookings Institution (June 2002), Author



