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Turkey’s July Coup Attempt: “A Gift from God” to a new Authoritarianism  

The July 15, 2016 unsuccessful “coup” attempt in Turkey happened in the midst of exceptionally 

stressful times when Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan was going through both domestic and 

international crises which are essential to understand and better analyze how the so-called coup came 

about. In fact, as Erdogan himself addressed his supporters at the Ataturk airport just a few hours after 

the coup attempt, he called the coup “a gift from God” and later it became clear—that it provided the 

rationale for solving his many troubles and most importantly, the perfect opportunity to completely 

wipe out his growing opposition as he quickly grabbed authoritarian rule at a level he would never be 

able to attain through democratic means.  

Pre-Coup Conditions  

The political and economic atmosphere in Turkey before the coup was extremely difficult for President 

Erdogan. Turkey was going through turmoil for a variety of reasons. The economy was struggling, with 

the tourism industry almost collapsing in response to losing millions of tourists due to worsening 

security concerns following several terrorist attacks around the country. In addition, Russian President 

Vladimir Putin introduced economic sanctions on November 20151 for Turkey after the shoot down of 

the Russian warplane causing Turkey to lose one of its primary trade partners and source of tourism. 

Furthermore, several international investors (i.e. PayPal and Tesco) have left Turkey seeing what 

happened after the December 2013 corruption operations which reached up to the highest echelon’s of 

Erdogan’s government and which he promptly crushed by arresting the police involved. The rule of law 

in Turkey had started to mean nothing causing international investors to quaver. Several large media 

outlets (i.e. Koza Ipek Media) were also shut down or confiscated by Erdogan, key journalists were 

arrested, this beginning even years before the coup attempt, and the freedom of speech and free media 

were being attacked on a daily basis, eroding the foundations of democracy in the country.   

One of the most important factors of course was Turkey’s distancing itself from the West as a NATO 

member. Relationships between the EU and Turkey have been suffering due to the fact that Erdogan as 

the gatekeeper of ISIS kept threatening the EU with the release of hundreds of thousands of refugees 

and then demanding money and visa-free travel for the Turks. This had followed years of unsuccessful 
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attempts of Turkey to accede to the EU. Ties with the U.S. were also weakened due to Turkey’s failure of 

real support to the Coalition forces against ISIS and other terrorist organizations and the illicit support 

given to the regional terrorist organizations in Syria including ISIS and al-Nusra. Turkey has unfortunately 

become the main hub and logistical support base for ISIS, allowing members to operate freely in its 

borders to provide all the logistical and military needs from Turkey without any interruptions and let its 

fighters pass back and forth through Turkish borders2—including allowing 38,000 foreign fighters from 

over one hundred nations stream into ISIS via Turkey.  

In fact, the Turkish government consistently releases the suspects of ISIS cases around the country with 

surprisingly little investigation or judicial review while it was at the same time cracking down hard on 

journalists and political activists. Turkey is the leader in the world for jailed journalists. In 2016 alone 

number of the arrested journalists reached to 1173 apart from the journalists who were detained and 

released. Before the coup Turkey was already one of the lead nations for the number of jailed 

journalists, yet ISIS members and supporters in Turkey consistently evade prison. For example, on 

January 12, 2016, ISIS carried out a suicide attack near the Blue Mosque in Istanbul killing twelve 

German tourists. This attack’s case was tried in Istanbul court and recently during the latest trial, half of 

the arrested suspects were unexpectedly released4. Similarly, Turkish ISIS leader Halis Bayancuk was 

released from prison in Manisa along with ninety-four other ISIS suspects5. Bayancuk openly supports 

ISIS on his social media accounts and operates freely in Turkey. The support Turkey has extended to ISIS 

and other terrorist organizations has distanced itself from the West and isolated itself not only in the 

region but almost in the entire world having only few friendly countries left.    

Another troubling headache of Erdogan was the Zarrab “oil for gold” money laundering case that 

resurrects the December 2013 internal Turkish corruption case that Erdogan crushed. Iranian Turk, Reza 

Zarrab, who was arrested upon his entry into the U.S. on March 19, 2016 is currently held behind bars in 

New York and facing federal charges for his role in Turkey’s Iranian “oil to gold” scheme. Zarrab is 

accused of evading sanctions against Iran, conspiracies to commit money laundering and bank fraud of 

millions of dollars through the Turkish banking system6. His U.S. federal court trial is set to start soon 

and Erdogan must be paralyzed with fright that Zarrab is going to testify about his and his family’s as 

well as high government officials’ roles in the over 100 billion dollars of “oil to gold” money scheme 

Zarrab is accused of arranging7. It is expected that Zarrab is going to reveal how this system worked and 

how the highest levels in the Turkish state along with some Turkish banks were behind his crimes.  

In fact, Zarrab was arrested in December 2013 in Istanbul, along with several key people very close to 

Erdogan for similar charges as a result of Turkish Police corruption operations. Erdogan managed to 
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crush and hide these operations from sight at the time by arresting the police officers and prosecutors 

involved. In 2013, the arrests were made on similar charges of money laundering and bribery but 

Erdogan managed to turn the case around and deemed it as a coup plot against himself by the police 

officers involved, which also provided him rational for the complete overhaul and purging at that time of 

the Turkish (National) Police and Judiciary system. Inside Turkey in 2013, Zarrab was very quickly 

released after receiving open support by Erdogan claiming that he was an honorable businessman and 

charitable source—as Zarrab had donated millions of dollars to Erdogan’s wife’s charity organization!8 

Furthermore, Erdogan was never able to explain why and how he had at that time over one billion 

dollars of cash at his home in Istanbul. It was clear that he, with his son and daughter, were trying to 

hide that money as the police operations were carried out. His son in fact, clumsily handled affairs and 

ending up with bungled money transfers showing up in the press—press that Erdogan attacked and shut 

down soon after. As the Zarrab Federal case in New York starts to further towards a full-scale trial, we 

will hear more details on the involvement of Erdogan and the Turkish banking system some of which 

were made public during the corruption charges carried out by the Istanbul Police—unless the U.S. 

government allows some plea bargain to occur which prevents Zarrab from testifying against the Turkish 

President, a player who the West so desperately needs at this time as an ally in the fight against ISIS.  

This would indeed be a troubling development and allow Erdogan once again to evade paying the price 

of serious corruption. 

Additional troubles for Erdogan were the ISIS oil deals in which it was revealed after the Russian plane 

was shot down that ISIS was selling oil directly to Turkey and profiting Erdogan’s son9. Turkey and 

Erdogan’s close circles have repeatedly been openly criticized on facilitating the sale and transportation 

of ISIS oil10. Upon the attack on the Russian plane, several reports and satellite images were released on 

how this scheme worked. Moreover, in a recent letter11 written to the UN Security Council, it was 

detailed how ISIS oil was being transported by BMZ Group Sea Transportation and Construction 

Company, owned by Erdogan’s son Bilal Erdogan, against whom there is also a pending money 

laundering trial in Italy12.   

Furthermore, domestically Erdogan was having hard times and struggling with the issue of not being 

able to produce his college diploma. Erdogan to this day could not produce a four-year university 

diploma to the public which is a constitutional requirement for serving as President of Turkey. Just 

before the coup attempt, several different copies of clearly fake diplomas were being circulated in the 

social media by his supporters as a proof of his graduation. However, it was clear that the diplomas were 
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fabricated as the numbers did not match or the signatures of the professors were wrongly recorded (i.e. 

their academic titles were not correct for the time the academician signed the diploma).  

Erdogan, while struggling with all of the aforementioned issues, was pushing hard for constitutional 

changes that would consolidate his authority as a President and would provide him continued immunity 

from prosecution as long as he held office. However, he had been losing ground in Turkey as polls prior 

to the coup showed weakening support towards the idea of a constitutional change. It was obvious that 

he would not be able to reach to his goal through democratic means. 

The coup attempt took place in the midst of these political and economic instabilities at a time when 

Erdogan needed immediate solutions. Consequently, the coup which was most certainly staged came as 

a savior for Erdogan as he himself openly stated it was “a gift given by God to him”. In fact, he was very 

upfront about this from the beginning of the coup attempt and immediately started to consolidate all 

the powers he needed, he could not access in the past, because they were not in the constitution. With 

the coup attempt, Erdogan was able to appeal powerfully to national sentiment and unity while no one 

could raise any voice against him or would dare to question any of his policies—particularly so after the 

purges and widespread arrests began. 

Uncertainties and Reservations about the Coup Attempt 

From the start of the coup attempt until today, there are many crucial unanswered questions and 

occurrences which cannot be explained logically. To begin with, the coup attempt started at 10 p.m. in 

the evening. Turkey has experienced several coups in its past and the military is knowledgeable of when 

and how to carry them out. Indeed, the Turkish military historically has been regarded as the guardian of 

democracy. Under normal circumstances, people usually do not go to bed before midnight in Turkey and 

especially in the major cities the streets are alive till midnight. All the past coups happened around 3 to 

4 a.m., early in the morning while people were asleep. The beginning of the coup from this perspective 

was very questionable for having any hope of succeeding. It would be very hard to keep coup actions a 

secret when television, radio and people themselves were all active observers. Some pro-AKP media 

argued that the coup was set into motion early in the evening because it had been uncovered and the 

coup attempters had to rush into carrying out their plans. However, the facts defy this, since the coup 

attempt was reported by the Turkish National Intelligence to the Military Chief of Staff around 4 p. m., 

yet there were not any counter measures taken to prevent them from carrying out the coup attempt13.   

Furthermore, the coup attempters failed to restrict communications. The Internet was not restricted 

and people kept communicating through social media, and cell phone networks worked without any 

problems or interruptions. Normally in a coup, the Internet and the mainstream media would be shut 

down. On the contrary, from the beginning of the coup until the end, almost all media were 

broadcasting live—leading one to conclude that the plotters wanted the coup actions to appear in 

media rather than be hidden from it until they had successfully secured power. The only media initially 

restricted was Turkish State Radio and Television which were not the only major media outlets at the 

time and later on CNN-Turk was raided by a number of soldiers and the broadcasting was interrupted 
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around one hour14. It is clear that the coup attempters did not want to totally silence the media simply 

because if they really wanted to shut down broadcasting, they would deploy serious forces to do so.    

The coup plotters also failed to arrest almost all the key government figures and allowed them to speak 

to the media freely. The Prime Minister and several other ministers went live, addressing people via 

televised broadcasts during the coup. However, it is a well-known fact that in the past, coup plotters 

would normally arrest all important figures with no one allowed to speak to the media. Not going after 

the government members and allowing them to freely speak to different media outlets also raises a lot 

of questions.          

Furthermore, F-16s flying over Istanbul did not prevent Erdogan’s passenger plane from landing, even 

though it was clear that if he successfully landed, the coup attempt would be over. The pro-Erdogan 

media argued after the fact that Erdogan’s Gulfstream G450 type TC-ATA small passenger airplane could 

not be stopped by the F-16’s because it was presented as a passenger plane tagged THY 8456 before it 

landed15. However, at the same time Erdogan’s plane’s coordinates were being broadcast in social 

media with its exact coordinates and even its position on maps was being constantly updated by 

different Twitter accounts and in other social media platforms16. Furthermore, it would be naïve to 

believe that serious coup attempters would not be able to track down Erdogan’s plane’s position with 

the military technologies they had in their hands while the plane’s coordinates were being spread all 

over the social media anyways.     

Also the Parliament building was attacked by the F-16s in Ankara in a strange move that does not have 

anything to do with a coup and it is still unclear the rationale behind these attacks—unless it was to 

create a strong sense of nationalism, outrage and unity among the general population to rally behind 

President Erdogan who flew into Istanbul on cue, to call for just such demonstrations and outpourings of 

loyalty and outrage. Several Parliamentarians rushed to the Parliament buildings according to the 

narratives in the media as they learned of the coup attempt in an effort to counter it. During that time F-

16s dropped around ten bombs on the Parliamentary buildings and a helicopter that was over powered 

by the security forces on the scene tried to land at the National Assembly’s garden. The coup plotters 

again failed to utilize the full forces at their disposal, including land forces around the Parliament and 

allowed Parliamentarians to freely gather to counter the coup attempt by a joint statement17. If the 

coup makers were really serious about interrupting any progress in the Parliament building, they needed 

to use a squadron of soldiers to surround and empty the Parliament building, not to bombing it. It is a 

common sense that bombing the National Assembly would critically diminish any support that would be 

extended to the coup and would turn people away from it.    

Indeed, senior AKP leadership and their representatives in the media called people to the streets for 

mass demonstrations, a move the coup plotters evidently failed to see and calculate. It is obvious that 

coup plotters risk all and plan ahead their actions and strategies for success. All precautions and 
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measures are calculated in a way to lead to success. However, with the July 15 coup attempt, it is clear 

that the planners of this coup did not want to be successful or had somehow been undercut from their 

first moves. 

The existence of inconsistent accounts of Erdogan and his close circles about the coup have also caused 

more uncertainties and reservations about the coup attempt. For example, Erdogan himself stated five 

different time frames to account when and how he learned about the coup attempt18.       

If we continue to analyze the aftermath of the coup, we can find many more inconsistencies. For 

example, Erdogan connected to a TV station via facetime calling people to the streets to support him. At 

the same time almost without knowing anything about the coup makers and who were behind the coup, 

Erdogan blamed Mr. Gulen, a Turkish self-exiled Muslim cleric in Pennsylvania, for being behind the 

coup. That blame continued as he made his speech at the Ataturk airport. It was not clear how Erdogan 

gathered the evidence and knowledge about who was behind the coup attempt while running away 

from the coup makers. Later, however cell phone traffic, text-messaging and email intercepts by the UK 

GCHQ among Erdogan’s high government officials were leaked in the German press (Focus magazine19) 

showing them agreeing even in the first moments of the coup to blame Gulen for it20. 

Erdogan Lands at Ataturk Airport as the Hero 

As Erdogan landed at Ataturk airport, he was greeted with thousands of his supporters. It was clear that 

the coup attempt was over in a few hours and Erdogan all of a sudden became a hero and savior of 

democracy, versus its clear and longstanding enemy.  

Immediately after Erdogan left Ataturk airport, in two to three hours, a list of 1563 military officers 

suddenly appeared in which those listed were blamed as the organizers and participators of the coup 

attempt. The prepared list supposedly involved the active coup participating military personnel, but 

most of the officers in the list were not directly or indirectly involved with the coup, nor could such a list 

have been so quickly prepared after the coup. It very clearly had been prepared ahead of time.  

If one were to believe Erdogan’s government, strangely enough, while the mass demonstrations and 

post-coup attempt precautions were going on, the security and intelligence forces in an extremely short 

time period investigated the coup, analyzed and figured out who was behind it and found out the coup 

makers, compiling a list of 1563 officers from all around the country, including listing their whereabouts, 

their present addresses and got warrants on all of them signed by prosecutors, had judges approve the 

warrants and distributed that list to eighty-one different provinces all over Turkey so that the 

perpetrators of the coup could be arrested. I was head of the Turkish National Police Counter Terrorism 

Unit and I can tell you that from a policing and judiciary standpoint, this is simply impossible.  
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All those post-coup investigations and operational activities somehow magically were carried out in less 

than three hours and massive arrests started around the country which targeted not only the officers 

who were involved in the coup attempt but also several other hundreds who did not have anything to 

do with it. Many were arrested during their vacations at resorts or at their homes. Some of the generals 

who were arrested were also clearly against the coup attempt and did not allow their personnel to get 

involved as they stood by the government. However, that reality was not enough to save them and 

somehow their names were in the list.   

I worked for counterterrorism and operations divisions of the Turkish National Police for my entire 

tenure with the police as a mid-level manager and later as the Chief of Police in Ankara and Sanliurfa. I 

have been involved in hundreds of operations and I clearly know the capacity of the police in 

investigations and operations. Under normal circumstances the highest number the police would 

consider for a mass operation would be fifty and that would only be possible in the major cities. For an 

operation of fifty targets, the police would work at least six months prior to the operation to prepare the 

paperwork, investigation and evidence files against the suspects. Making a list of fifty suspects with their 

present addresses would even take at least a day or two to ensure there would not be any mistakes in 

the addresses raided with armed operations. Preparing a major list of 1563 military officers in just under 

three hours all with their addresses and whereabouts all over Turkey is simply impossible. Gathering 

such a list with exact present addresses would take days, if not weeks, apart from any investigative 

activities. Therefore, it is very clear that the arrestee list was prepared well before the coup and also the 

officers who were going to be arrested were distinguished in advance regardless of their role in the 

actual coup attempt.              

Furthermore, as the first day passed, the arrests did not stop and it was clear and obvious that a very 

decisive and quick operational groundwork was already in place. People who had nothing to do with the 

coup attempt, or even did not have any ties with the military or coup makers were unceasingly and 

mercilessly arrested.  

The government started to arrest and fire officers from different elements of society including teachers, 

doctors, university professors, judges, prosecutors, police officers, people working for different 

ministries, religious affairs and even workers including drivers and low skilled job employees 

immediately—all of whom are slowly being replaced with Erdogan’s own loyal subjects. Especially the 

Hizmet movement and people close to Mr. Gulen were targeted. However, a wide range of society from 

different elements of the public were also arrested and soon people realized that the purge and arrests 

were not about only the Gulen movement—anyone who opposed Erdogan regardless of his/her 

ideology were victims of this new wave of arrests and firings. Eventually, the total number of the purged 

and fired officers from different government posts exceeded 100,000 and the people who were arrested 

or detained surpassed over 60,00021. Some of them have been tortured, others like a nursing mother 

and wife of a police officer, and an elderly mother of a journalist were arrested in lieu of the actual 

person under investigation—held until he turned himself in.  

One of the prosecutors who was on the list of fired prosecutors and judges, actually had died from 

natural causes 57 days prior to the coup attempt. In fact, according to journalist Saygi Ozturk the list 

that contained names of 2075 fired prosecutors and judges was prepared two years ago based on in 
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which cities they were working at the time22. This alone proves that the lists were arranged before the 

coup. 

Following the coup, some of Parliament members pushed a bill to establish an investigation commission, 

a constitutional tool to investigate critical incidents occurring in the country. However, Erdogan was 

against it and ordered his AKP party not to accept this petition which was then overturned with AKP 

votes. If Erdogan and AKP were so sure of themselves about the coup attempt, why wouldn’t they 

accept a Parliamentary investigation to uncover the details of the coup also raises another challenging 

question.  

The coup attempt was carried out by a group of military officers whom named themselves Yurtta Sulh 

Cuntasi, or Peace at Home Junta. However, to this day nobody knows the members of the junta, who 

assumed what kind of role and what were the ranks of the officers in it. If the junta had led the coup, 

not revealing the identities of the junta members still is one of the biggest and most important 

mysteries of this coup attempt. So far nobody knows who were the leaders of the coup attempt and 

who were the members of the junta. 

The official criminal investigations during the court proceedings are being carried out secretly based on 

the decision of the courts. Because of that no one has seen any evidence against the arrested coup 

attempters and the public is not informed about the statements of military officers. The only statements 

made public are the statements which are leaked to pro-Erdogan newspapers and belong to the 

arrestees seen on TV and in newspapers confessing, after they were tortured. Therefore, if the 

government is not hiding anything, they would not carry out the investigations clandestinely and would 

reveal all the details of the coup attempt they uncovered during their investigations to the public 

without any hesitations. Likewise, the use of torture makes any confession suspicious. 

The physical evidence that we can learn so far from the media through the purposefully leaked details of 

the investigations do not shed any light over the coup attempt. The biggest physical evidence put before 

of the public was one dollar bills which were said to be a signal and identifier of those involved with 

Gulen and the coup. For days the media close to Erdogan published the pictures of dollar bills that were 

found in the possession of arrested military personnel. For example, Diyarbakir Army corps commander 

Lieutenant General Ibrahim Yilmaz was arrested because he had a one-dollar bill in his possession even 

though himself and his officers were not involved in the coup attempt. When asked by the media as he 

was arrested, Lieutenant General Yilmaz explained that he often traveled overseas as part of his duty 

and he had in his wallet a one-hundred-dollar bill, a five-dollar-bill and two one-dollar-bills at the time of 

his arrest. He added that he also had Euros and Franks at his home simply because he traveled abroad 

frequently23. However, he was arrested anyway. Like him, hundreds were arrested because of one dollar 

bills, an act of craziness as several people in Turkey used to distribute one dollar bills during wedding 

ceremonies as gestures. Another evidence put in front of the public came out to be a GTA (grand theft 

auto) video game cheat sheet.  
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It is claimed in the media that a team of SAT commandos were sent during the coup to arrest Erdogan in 

Marmaris where he was taking his vacation for the last week. Extraordinarily, the commando team sent 

to arrest Erdogan could not find the address where he was staying and asked people on the streets 

where his hotel was24. If Erdogan was the prime target of the coup, how could the team sent to arrest 

him have not planned their operation in depth beforehand? What kind of professional operation team 

going after such a high important target arrives to the scene in such an absurd way to not to know the 

address of their prime target remains to this day, a mystery as well.     

Turkish Military Chief of Staff, Hulusi Akar’s accounts for the coup are also inconsistent. According to 

Turkish National Intelligence (TNI), Akar was informed about the coup around 4 p.m. by the Director of 

the TNI Fidan personally going to the Chief of Staff’s headquarters. However, Akar had not informed 

anyone including the President and the Prime Minister about the coup attempt based on the 

statements. The Prime Minister stated in public that he first learned about the coup around 9 p.m. when 

President Erdogan called him and added that he could not reach to the Chief of Staff when he tried to 

call him at 9 pm. President Erdogan on his account provided several different time frames ranging from 

4 pm to 9 pm and obviously Akar was not among the people who informed him of the coup. 

Furthermore, even though Akar was informed about the coup attempt, he did not order for any 

preparations nor did he carry out any activity to halt or to prevent the coup attempt while he was sitting 

in his office without any extra security measures against the coup, even though it is very obvious that 

the Chief of Staff himself would be one of the prime targets of coup makers. Furthermore, Akar did not 

communicate with the Chief Commander of the Air Force who was in a wedding in Istanbul and the 

Chief Commander of the Gendarmerie who was also in a wedding in Ankara both of whom claimed that 

they learned about the coup from television while they were at wedding ceremonies25. Akar also 

claimed that the coup plotters put a gun on his head to sign the coup statement in the middle of the 

coup26. However, it does not make any sense for the coup attempters to worry about the legality of their 

actions as they are by default illegal till they seize the power, and if they can't seize the power no 

amount of paperwork is going to save them nevertheless. All these accounts are highly suspicious and 

clearly indicate the existence of a pre-arranged and staged coup attack. Under normal circumstances, a 

commander of the military would do everything in his power to halt and prevent a coup attempt and 

would communicate with his top brass immediately. However, we obviously see that clearly he was not 

concerned at all. More abnormally Akar and some of his top aides were not fired after the coup even 

though they did not take any measures to stop it. 

Finally, Major General Mehmet Disli who is the brother of AKP Deputy Chairman Saban Disli27 was told 

to be one of the main organizers of the coup attempt. General Disli was among the coup makers who 

forced Chief of Staff Hulusi Akar to sign the coup statement by putting a gun on his head and by 

strangling him with a belt based on Akar’s statement. Akar with other arrested generals were sent to 

Akinci base as captives. However, strangely Disli accompanied Akar after he was saved from Akinci base 

as the coup was over. It is extremely difficult to understand why Akar would let someone to accompany 
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him after his release as the coup attempt was over; especially someone who threatened to kill him 

hours ago28. If Disli was among the coup makers, why he was with Akar when they went to Prime 

Ministry building on July 16 morning remains one of the greatest uncertainties of the coup attempt.       

Furthermore, over eight thousand military officers were arrested and almost ninety percent of them 

were not involved with the coup directly. They were either arrested at their homes or at vacation places. 

So far nobody knows what was the relationship of the arrested officers with the coup makers. Half of 

the generals in the Turkish military, over one hundred-forty, and about six hundred colonels were 

arrested. Several other officers from the military were also fired29. If over half of the high-level military 

officers were involved in the coup somehow based on the arrests and the purge, why they were not 

successful and risked their futures in failing is also unclear.  

Conclusions  

The existence of unanswered inquirers and inconsistent accounts of Erdogan and his close circles have 

caused more uncertainties and reservations about the coup attempt rather than clarify what really 

happened. 

Surprisingly, a clear pre-Coup pivot to reviving relations with Putin’s Russia and also Israel occurred as 

Erdogan realized that the Zarrab case in federal court likely number’s his days of any type of salvageable 

relationship with the U.S. Floundering to stay in power and to consolidate that power, Erdogan has now 

become a totalitarian dictator and is in the process of setting up a vertical system of governance much 

like Putin’s. Indeed, the military generals who survived the coup are pro-Russian30, where as those that 

were fired were pro-Western, a harm that U.S. Central Command Commander Gen. Joseph Votel said 

would be a loss to collaborative efforts with the West31. Erdogan also has accepted a pledge of 500 

billion dollars32 from Saudi Arabia to keep him in power. Likewise, he continues to illicitly and even 

openly support ISIS who help him to keep the Kurdish issue at bay.   

Furthermore, the worst is not only the arrests that took place. Amnesty International reports that 

military officers arrested in Ankara and Istanbul were bloodied and even raped to exhort confessions 

from them33.  Youth were arrested without reasons.  Anyone carrying a dollar bill, even wedding revelers 

throwing dollar bills to the newly wedded couple were arrested and charged as terrorists. Anti-American 

sentiment was fanned into flames with the Incirlik air base surrounded by demonstrators as Erdogan’s 
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controlled press whipped them into a frenzy of believing the Americans were behind the coup and 

unbelievably, were harboring ISIS members at the base34.   

Western policy makers need to formulate the right combination of incentives and disincentives to deal 

with Erdogan. Obviously, Erdogan is no longer a friend of the U.S. and its NATO allies, and likely can 

never be so again. While the world clearly needs Turkey to stem the flow of foreign fighters and now 

those leaving ISIS—as they will likely be dangerous to the EU, Balkans and to U.S. interests at home and 

abroad, it is unlikely the democratic West can offer anything to Erdogan—except support as a 

totalitarian dictator and immunity from corruption charges—that would entice him to meet the West’s 

needs in the fight against ISIS and the struggle to bring peace in Syria and Iraq. Erdogan has not been a 

true ally to the U.S. and to the West for years now—shutting down the free press and supporting 

terrorist organizations on their soil and in Syria and Iraq. He will not be the West’s ally in the future for 

sure. And Russia’s Putin is delighted to use him as a member of NATO with full veto power and to 

embrace him as the totalitarian dictator that he has become—arresting, torturing, imprisoning and 

purging any that oppose him. 

We need to stand strong and firm as a supporter of democratic Turkey with freedom of expression, 

human rights and the free press which is essential in all democracies. We also need to stand against 

torture and a radically unjust judicial system. Turkey is clearly being governed by an oppressive regime 

now. The due process, rule of law, human rights and simply human dignity mean nothing for this regime 

as long as its illicit objectives can be met. Erdogan and his close circles for years have now gotten away 

with crushing the press, massive corruption and illicit dealings, human rights violations and the open 

and hidden support provided to terrorist organizations in the region including ISIS. With the press under 

government control, ordinary Turkish citizens have no access to the truth and they cannot really 

understand what is going on in Turkey. Undoubtedly, Western policy makers must understand that 

there is an urgent need to formulate effective responses to deal with this oppressive regime which is 

now blackmailing the United States with the Incirlik air base and the fight against ISIS and the EU with 

the open flow of Syrian refugees. Otherwise, very soon, we will have to deal with a new Turkey and a 

possibly even a new Political Islamist Turkish Dictatorship—a country that may become the Sunni 

version of Iran, as we watch Turkey cut its ties with the West and NATO and approach even closer to 

Russia and to radical and extremists elements in the Middle East.  
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