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Project Summary 

In the last decade, Azerbaijan's "democracy ratings" from watch dogs organizations such as 

Freedom House have steadily worsened. Do such ratings tell the whole story? What factors have 

shaped Azerbaijan's political life since independence? Drawing on 35 years of research and in-

country study, Dr. Altstadt provides analysis of Azerbaijani politics, civil society, treatment of 

dissent, prospects for the growth of political Islam. The resulting book will discuss likely 

scenarios for Azerbaijan's future and its significance to U.S. interests. 

Major Publications 

Culture Wars in Soviet Azerbaijan, 1920-1940. forthcoming 

“Azerbaijan and Aliyev: A Long History and an Uncertain Future,” Problems of Post-

Communism. September-October 2003. 

The Azerbaijani Turks: Power and Identity Under Russian Rule. Hoover Institution Press, 1992 

 


