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Joel M. Borkert currently serves as the Deputy Coordinator for the Bureau of 

Counterterrorism, where he leads Programs and Military Coordination. Prior to this 

role, he was Chief of Staff at the U.S. Agency for International Development 

(USAID), where he spearheaded efforts to reform U.S. foreign assistance by 

eliminating ineffective programs and transitioning USAID’s remaining functions to 

the Department of State.  

 

Before joining the Trump-Vance Administration, Joel was a Senior Research 

Fellow at Institute 2100, focusing on defense policy, strategic statecraft, and 

national security.  

 

A retired U.S. Army Lieutenant Colonel and decorated combat veteran, Joel brings 

over 20 years of distinguished service in senior advisory and leadership roles 

across the Departments of Defense and State. He holds a Bachelor of Arts from 

John Brown University and a Master of Arts in Political Science from George 

Mason University.  

 


