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Suzanne Maloney is the vice president and director of the Foreign Policy program at the 

Brookings Institution, where her research focuses on Iran and Persian Gulf energy. Prior to being 

named vice president and director, she served as the deputy director of Foreign Policy for five 

years. At Brookings, she is a leading voice on U.S. policy toward Iran and the broader Middle 

East, testifying before Congress, briefing policymakers, and engaging with government, non-

profit organizations and corporations. She is a frequent commentator in national and 

international media. 

Maloney has advised both Democratic and Republican administrations on Iran policy, including 

as an external advisor to senior State Department officials during the Obama administration and 

as a member of Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice’s Policy Planning staff. Earlier in her 

career, she served as Middle East advisor for ExxonMobil Corporation, where she was 

responsible for government relations related to all corporate activities in the region. 

She has authored or edited three books on Iran: “The Iranian Revolution at 40” (Brookings 

Institution Press, 2020); “Iran’s Political Economy since the Revolution” (Cambridge University 

Press, 2015); and “Iran’s Long Reach” (United States Institute of Peace, 2008). Maloney has also 

published numerous book chapters and articles in a variety of academic and policy journals as 

well as news media such as the Washington Post, the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, 

and Foreign Affairs. In 2004, she directed and authored the Council on Foreign Relations Task 

Force on US policy toward Iran, chaired by former National Security Advisor Zbigniew 

Brzezinski and Secretary of Defense Robert Gates. 

Maloney received a doctorate from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts 

University and studied in Tehran as part of the first academic exchanges between the United 

States and Iran since the 1979 revolution. 


