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HONORING THE TUNISIAN PEOPLE FOR THEIR
DEMOCRATIC TRANSITION; AND EXPRESSING CONCERN
OVER ANTI-ISRAEL AND ANTI-SEMITIC INCITEMENT
WITHIN THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2015

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC.

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 1:55 p.m., in room
2172, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
(chairman of the subcommittee) presiding.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. The subcommittee will come to order. We
meet pursuant to notice to mark up two bipartisan resolutions. As
your offices were previously notified, it is the intent of the Chair
to consider the following items en bloc which members have before
them: House Resolution 277, honoring the Tunisian people for their
democratic transition; the Ros-Lehtinen amendment in the nature
of a substitute to House Resolution 277, which was provided to
your offices yesterday; House Resolution 293, expressing concern
over anti-Israel and anti-Semitic incitement within the Palestinian
Authority; and a Ros-Lehtinen amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute to H. Res. 293, which was also provided to your offices yes-
terday. Without objection, these items are considered as read, and
will be considered en bloc.

[The information referred to follows:]
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114tH CONGRESS
EUSES H, RES. 277

Honoring the Tunisian People for their democratic transition.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

May 19, 20156
Mr. SCHWEIKERT (for himself and Mr. HASTINGS) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Honoring the Tunisian People for their democratic transition.
2 !

Whereas the bilateral relationship between the United States

and Tunisia dates back to 1795;

Whereas the United States was the first major power to ree-
oguize Tunisian sovereignty following Tunisia’s independ-
ence from France in 1956;

Whereas the United States and Tunisia share many core val-
ues, including respect for human rights and the rule of
law;

Whereas on December 17, 2010, a popular revolution began
m the Tunisian eity of Sidi Bouzid that would inspire the
“Arab Spring”;

Whereas the people of Tunisia and their freely elected rep-

resentatives work diligently to secure Tunisia as a beacon



2

for those dedicated to the rule of law and democracy 1n

a region fraught with forees that oppose such goals;

Whereas Tunisia is the only Arab nation to have successfully

transitioned from authoritarian rule to democracy;

Whereas, on January 26, 2014, Tunisia’s National Con-

stituent Assembly adopted a new constitution; and

Whereas, on Deeember 31, 2014, Beji Claid Esschsi was

[a—
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sworn into office as Tunigia’s first freely elected Presi-

dent: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

(1) commends the people of Tunisia for their
commitment to democracy, the rule of law, and free
and fair elections;

(2) commends the Government of Tunisia for
holding successtul legislative elections on  October
26, 2014,

{3) commends the Government of Tunisia for
holding the successful first round of their Presi-
dential election on November 23, 2014, and for the
peaceful and fair completion of the Presidential elec-
tion on December 21, 2014,

(4) encourages all political parties in Tunisia to
continue to work together as they endeavor to realize
the standards of transparency, inclusiveness, and
equality established in the Tunisian Constitution;

(5) recognizes Tunisia’s legislative and Presi-

dential cleetions as an cxample of a peaccful, demo-
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cratie transition of power for other nations through-
out the region to follow;

(6) affirms the United States commitment to
strengthening our bilateral relationship with Tunisia;
and

(7) calls on the President of the United States
to advance the United States—Tunisia relationship,
through our shared values and interests, by cngag-
ing in a Strategic Partnership.

e



AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H. RES. 277

OFFERED BY MS. ROS-LEHTINEN OF FLORIDA

Strike the preamble and insert the following:

Whereas the bilateral relationship between the United States
and Tunisia dates back to 1795;

Whereas the United States was the first major power to ree-
ognize Tunisian sovereignty following Tunisia’s independ-
ence from France in 1956;

‘Whereas the United States and Tunisia share many core val-

ues, including a respeet for human rights and the rule of

law, and cquality for women and minoritics;

Whereas on December 17, 2010, a popular revolution began
in the Tunisian city of Sidi Bouzid that would inspire the
“Arab Spring”’;

‘Whereas the people of Tunisia and their freely elected rep-
resentatives work diligently to secure Tunisia as a beacon
for those dedicated to the rule of law and democracy in
a region fraught with forces that oppose such goals;

Whereas Tunisia successtully transitioned from authoritarian
rule and is on the path toward a democracy;

Whereas, on January 26, 2014, Tunisia’s National Con-

stituent Assembly adopted a new constitution;

Whereas, on October 26, 2014, Tunisia held the country’s
first democratic parliamentary elections for the Assembly

of the Representatives of the People;
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Whereas, on December 31, 2014, Beji Claid Esschsi was
sworn into office as Tunisia’s first frecly clected Presi-
dent and the country’s first peaceful demoeratic exceutive
transition;

‘Whereas Tunisia has faced severe terrorism threats, most re-
cently manifested by returned foreign fighters from the
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) and ISIL
sympathizers conducting attacks against Tunisians and
foreign terrorists in Sousse and at the Bardo Museum;
and

‘Whercas, on July 10, 2015, Tunisia became the 16th major
non-NATO ally of the United States: Now, therefore, be
it

Strike all after the resolving clause and insert the

following:

1 That the House of Representatives—

(1) commends the people of Tunisia for

[SS I (O]

their commitment to democracy, the rule of law,
and free and fair elections;

(2) commends the Government of Tunisia
for holding successful legislative elections on
October 26, 2014;

(3) eommends the Government of Tunisia

o0 NN N e

for holding the successtul first round of their
10 Presidential clection on November 23, 2014,
11 and for the peaceful and fair completion of the

12 Presidential election on December 21, 2014,
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(4) cneourages all political parties in Tuni-
sla to continue to work together as they endeav-
or to realize the standards of transparency, in-
clusiveness, and equality established in the Tu-
nisian Constitution;

(5) recognizes Tunisia’s legislative and
Presidential elections as an example of a peace-
ful, democratic transition of power for other na-
tions throughout the region to follow;

(6) calls on the Scerctary of State to con-
tinue to assist Tunisia in counterterrorism op-
crations and in sceurity scetor reform so that
Tunisia may achieve a balance between com-
bating terrorism and protecting its transition to
a democracy;

(7) affirms the United States commitment
to strengthening our bilateral relationship with
Tunisia; and

(8) calls on the President of the United
States to advance the United States-Tunisia re-
lationship, through our shared values and inter-
ests, by engaging in a Strategic Partnership.
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114TH CONGRESS
s [, RES, 293

Expressing concern over anti-Israel and anti-Semitic incitement within the
Palestinian Authority.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JUNE 3, 2015
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (for herself and Mr. DEUTCH) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred Lo the Committee on Foreign Alfairs

RESOLUTION

Expressing concern over anti-Isracl and anti-Semitie

incitement within the Palestinian Authority.

Whereas the 1995 Interim Agreement on the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip, commonly referred to as Oslo I, specifi-
cally details that Israel and the Palestimian Authority
shall “abstain from incitement, including hostile propa-
ganda, against cach other and, without derogating from
the prineiple of freedom of expression, shall take legal
measures to prevent such incitement by any organiza-
tions, groups or individuals within their jurisdiction™;

Whereas in spite of the Oslo 1T agreement, the President of
the Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas repeatedly
describes released Palestinian terrorists as “‘heroes” and

Fatah’s military wing publely threatens to kidnap sol-



2
diers and launch muissiles at Israel on the Fatah

Facebook page and website;

Whereas the Palestinian Authority pays monthly “salaries”

to families of Palestinian terrorists incarcerated in Israel;

Whereas in June 2013, Abbas referenced Israell acts which
“indicate an evil and dangerous plot to destroy Al-Agsa
and build the alleged temple”;

Whereas 1 a November 2014 address ecommemorating the
10th anniversary of Yasser Avafat’s death, Abbas said
that as Isracl has no claim to Jerusalem, he will not
allow the Temple Mount to be “contaminated by Jews”,
and threatened that Jewish prayer at the site would
causc a “devastating religious war”;

Whereas in November 2014, jailed terrorist and Fatah leader
Marwan Barghouti called for “‘comprehensive resistance

and the rifle” against Israel;

Whereas Palestinian Authority Deputy Minister of Informa-
tion Al-Mutawakkil Taha told official Palestian Authority
daily newspaper Al Hayat Al Jadida in early 2012 that,
“Tsrael has gone beyond all forms of oppression practiced
by fascism throughout history” and that it“does more
than racist discrimination and ethnic cleansing™;

Whereas official Palestinian websites and Ifacebook pages, in-
cluding those of Abbas’ Presidential Guards and Pales-
tinian Authority schools, recurrently show maps of the
land without reference to Israel and in November 2012,
the Palestinian Authority erected a statue in central
Bethlehem square that displayed a map of the “state of
Palestine” covering all of Isracl;

Whereas the Oslo II agreement further dictates that Israel

and the Palestinian Authority “will ensure that their ve-



10

R
3

spective educational systems contribute to the peace be-
tween the Israeli and Palestinian peoples and to peace in

the entire region’;

Whereas Zayzafuna, a monthly educational magazine for chil-
dren sponsored by the Palestinian National Comimittee
for Education, Culture and Sciences, regularly presents
Adolf Hitler as a role model and in January 2012,
Faccbook pages of several Palestinian Authority high
schools posted images of Hitler with his quotation, “I
could have killed all the Jews in the world, but I left a

few o that you would know why I killed them;

Whereas a teacher in a summer camp near Nablus in July
2013 can be scen in video footage leading children in a
call and response saying, “Palestine is an Arab land from

the river to the sea. We want Haifa, we want Acre™;

Whereas in July 2013, Palestinian official television aired a
video of two girls reciting a poem that calls Jews “bhar-
baric monkeys, wretched pigs” and asserts that Jeru-
salem is not for Jews, because Jerusalem “vomits” out

the Jews who are said to be “filth” and “‘Smpure’;

Whercas scetion 7040 (e) of the Consolidated and Further
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2015, requires the Sec-
retary of State, if the President waives section 7040 (a)
of that same Aet, to “certify and report to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations prior to the obligation of funds
that . . . the Palestinian Authority is acting to counter
incitement of violence against Israelis and is supporting
activities aimed at promoting peace, coexistence, and se-

curity cooperation with Israecl”;

Whereas the Palestinian Authority has not fully lived up to

its prior agreements with Israel to end incitement and
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4:

should do more to prepare the Palestinian people for

peace with Israel: Now, therefore, be it

1 FResolved, That the House of Representatives—

2 (1) expresses support and admiration for indi-
3 viduals and organizations working to cncourage co-
4 operation between Israelis and Palestinians, includ-
5 ing—

6 (A) Professor Mohammed Dajani Daoudi,
7 who took students from al-Quds University in
8 Jerusalem to visit Auschwitz in March 2014
9 only to return to death threats by fellow Pal-
10 estinians  and  expulsion from his teacher’s
11 union;

12 (B) the Israel Palestine Center for Re-
13 search and Information, the only joint Israeli-
14 Palestinian public policy think-tank;

15 () United Ilatzalah, a nonprofit, fully vol-
16 unteer Emergeney Medical Scrvices organiza-
17 tion that, mobilizing volunteers who are veli-
18 gious or secular Jews, Arabs, Muslims, and
19 Christians, provides EMS services to all people
20 in Israel regardless of race, religion, or national
21 origin; and

22 (D) Breaking the Impasse, an apolitical
23 imtiative of Palestimian and Israeh business and

24 civil society leaders who advocate for a two-
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5

state solution and an urgent diplomatie solution

to the conflict;

(2) rveiterates strong condemnation of anti-
Israel and anti-Semitic incitement in the Palestinian
Authority as antithetieal to the eausce of peace;

(3) urges President Abbas and Palestinian Au-
thority officials to discontinue all official incitement
and ecxert influcnee to discourage anti-Isracl and
anti-Semitic ineitement in Palestinian civil society;
and

(4) directs the United States Department of
State to regularly monitor and publish mmformation
on all official incitement by the Palestinian Author-
ity against Jews and the State of Israel.

O
\/
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AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
TO H. RES. 293

OFFERED BY MS. ROS-LEHTINEN OF FLORIDA

Strike all after the enacting clause and insert the
following:

‘Whereas the 1995 Interim Agreement on the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip, commonly referred to as the Oslo II
agreement, specifically details that Israel and the Pales-
timan Authority shall “abstain from incitement, including
hostile propaganda, against each other and, without dero-
cating from the prin@ple of freedom of expression, shall
take legal measures to prevent such incitement by any or-
ganizations, groups or individuals within their jurisdie-
tion”’;

Whereas in spite of the Oslo IT agreement, the President of
the Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas, repeatedly
describes released Palestinian terrorists as “heroes” and
Fatal’s military wing publicly threatens to kidnap sol-
dicrs and launch missiles at Isracl on the TPatah

Ifacebook page and Web site;

Whereas the Palestinian Authority pays monthly “salaries”
to families of Palestinian terrorists incarcerated in Israel;
Whereas Palestinian Authority Deputy Minister of Informa-
tion Al-Mutawakkil Taha told the official Palestinian Au-
thority daily newspaper Al Hayat Al Jadida in early
2012 that, “Israel has gone beyond all forms of oppres-

sion practiced by faseism throughout history” and that it
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2

“does more than racist discrimination and ethnic cleans-

<
mng’’;

Whereas official Palestinian Web sites and Faccbook pages,
including those of Abbas’ Presidential Guards and IPales-
tinian Authority schools, recurrently show maps of the
land between the Mediterranean and the Jordan River
without reference to Israel and in November 2012, the
Palestimian Authority erected a statue in central Beth-
lehem square that displayed a map of the “state of Pal-

estine” covering all of Israel;

Whereas the Oslo II agreement further dictates that Israel
and the Palestinian Authority “will ensure that their re-
spective educational systems contribute to the peace be-
tween the Israeli and Palestinian peoples and to peace in

the entire region”;

‘Whereas Zayzatuna, a monthly educational magazine for chil-
dren sponsored by the Palestinian National Committee
for Education, Culture and Sciences, regularly presents
Adolf Hitler as a role model and in January 2012,
Facebook pages of several Palestinian Authority high
schools posted images of Hitler with his quotation, T
could have killed all the Jews in the world, but T left a

few so that you would know why T killed them™;

Whereas in June 2013, Abbas referenced Israeli acts which
Abbas depicted to “indicate an evil and dangerous plot to

destroy Al-Agsa and build the alleged temple’;

Whereas in July 2013, Palestinian official television aired a
video of two girls reciting a poem that calls Jews “bar-
baric monkeys, wretched pigs” and asserts that Jeru-
salem 1s not for Jews, because Jerusalem ‘“vomits” out

the Jews who are said to be “filth” and “‘Gmpure”;
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3
Whereas in a November 2014 address commemorating the
10th anniversary of Yasser Arafat’s death, Abbas said
that as Israel has no claam to Jerusalem, he will not
allow the Temple Mount to be “contaminated by Jews”,
and threatened that Jewish prayer at the site would

cause a ‘‘devastating religious war’’;

Whereas on January 29, 2015, two days after a hombing in
northern Israel by United States-designated foreign ter-
ror organization Hezbollah left two Israeli soldiers dead,
the official daily newspaper of the Palestinian National
Authority, Al-Hayat al-Jadida, published a column by
Palestine Liberation Organization Ambassador to India,
Adli Sadeqy, encouraging Palestinians to capture more
Israeli soldiers and exchange them for Dalestinian pris-
oners, stating, ‘“The Palestinians followed the develop-
ments of vesterday’s event together, full of hope that the
resistance fighters would capture Israeli soldiers and
would hold them in order to exchange them”, and that
Palestinians “‘do not deny [their] jov’ at the fact that

Hezbollah killed two Israeli soldiers;

‘Whereas on July 17, 2015, the Palestinian Authority dedi-
cated a city square in Nablus after Palestinian terrorist
Naif Abu Sharakh, who was Nablus’ commander of
Fatah’s military wing, the al-Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigades,
and who played a role in several terror attacks against
Israelis, including the January 5, 2003, double suicide
bombing in Tel Aviv that left 23 people murdered and

dozens more wounded;

Whereas section 7038 of the Consolidated and Further Con-
timuing Appropriations Act, 2015 states that “none of
the funds appropriated or otherwise made available by

this Act may be used to provide cquipment, technical
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support, consulting services, or any other form of assist-

ance to the Palestinian Broadeasting Corporation’;

Whercas scetion 7040(c¢) of the Consolidated and Further

Continuing Appropriations Act, 2015 requires the Sec-
retary of State, if the President waives section 7040(a)
of that Act, to “certify and report to the Committees on
Appropriations prior to the obligation of funds that . . .
the Palestinian Authority is acting to counter incitement
of violence against Israelis and is supporting activities
aimed at promoting peace, coexistence, and security co-

operation with Israel”; and

‘Whereas the Palestinian Authority has not fully lived up to

its prior agreements with Israel to end incitement and
should do more to prepare the Palestinian people for

peace with Israel: Now, therefore, be it

Strike all after the resolving clause and insert the

following:

1 That the House of Representatives—

2 (1) expresses support and admiration for
3 individuals and organizations working to c¢n-
4 courage cooperation between Israelis and Pal-
5 estinians;

6 (2) reiterates the strong condemnation of
7 anti-Israel and anti-Semitic incitement to vio-
8 lence in the Palestinian Authority as antithet-
9 ical to the cause of peace;
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(3) calls on the Palestinian Authority to
immediately discontinue incitement to violence
i all state-controlled media outlets, and offi-
cially and publicly repudiate purveyors of anti-
Israel incitement to violence;

(4) directs the United States Department
of State to regularly monitor and publish infor-
mation on all official incitement by the Pales-
tinian Authority against Jews and the State of
Isracl; and

(5) calls on the Administration to continue
publicly repudiating and raising the issue of
Palestiman anti-Israel incitement to violence in
all appropriate bilateral and international fo-
rums.
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. After the ranking member and I speak on
these measures, I will be glad to recognize any other members
seeking recognition. Without objection, all members may have 5
days to submit statements for the record on today’s business.

Nearly 5 years ago, the Tunisian people sparked a wave across
the Middle East and North Africa called the Arab Spring, that the
world hoped would be the catalyst to end authoritarian rule in the
region and usher in a new era of democracy. Today, the people of
Tunisia are firmly going down the path toward democracy, as we
have seen them reach multiple milestones. We know that elections
alone do not make a democracy, and that establishing a new de-
mocracy is a long road. But today, I am even more optimistic for
Tunisia’s democratic prospects.

The people of Tunisia have adopted a new Constitution, one that
makes place for religious and ethnic minorities and women to be
equal and to help build the new Tunisia. For the first time ever,
the Tunisian people democratically elected a new legislature and a
President. Now, the Tunisian Government is moving to consolidate
its gains and build on its democratic institutions, ensure the re-
spect for human rights and the rule of law, and implement addi-
tional democratic reforms. Of course, there are still so many hur-
dles to overcome, but it is our hope that with the continued assist-
ance of the United States, we can assure that Tunisia remains on
course and becomes the region’s first full-fledged democracy and a
shining example for the rest of the region to emulate.

That is why I am pleased to support this resolution honoring the
people of Tunisia for their continued success on their democratic
transition. And I urge all of my colleagues to do the same, and send
a message to the people of Tunisia that we appreciate and support
their efforts. I would also urge my colleagues to support a resolu-
tion I have introduced alongside my good friend and ranking mem-
ber, Mr. Ted Deutch of Florida, expressing concern over the anti-
Israel and anti-Semitic sentiment within the Palestinian Authority
with all that is going on now with the clashes in Jerusalem at the
Temple Mount between Palestinians throwing rocks at Jews and
Israeli security forces while tensions are, as we know, on the rise.

And one of the major reasons why these tensions are on the rise
is because rather than being a responsible partner for stability and
peace, Abu Mazen and the Palestinian Authority have stoked the
anger with government-sponsored incitement. For years, the Pales-
tinian Authority has served to exacerbate the problem through in-
doctrination in schools, including anti-Semitic language in text-
books and lesson plans, or by paying salaries to the families of ter-
rorists and naming public schools and public squares after these
terrorists.

We always hear that actions speak louder than words, but the
actions and the words from the PA and Abu Mazen both indicate
that there is no interest in the current government for peace with
Israel. We must do more to hold the PA accountable for its anti-
Israel incitement. We must do more to encourage the PA to dis-
continue its incitement to violence against Israel. And we must
work to do more to support and encourage those individuals and
organizations working to promote cooperation between Israelis and
Palestinians. There will never be peace until and unless there is
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some trust and respect. But it can’t happen until the Palestinian
leadership no longer moves to incite hatred and violence against
Israel.

And now I am pleased to yield to the ranking member, Mr.
Deutch, for his remarks.

Mr. DEUTCH. Thank you, Madam Chairman. I will be brief in my
comments as I have got to run back and forth to another committee
hearing. I want to thank the chairman for working together to en-
sure bipartisan support for these two resolutions. Chairman Ros-
Lehtinen and I introduced House Resolution 293 to highlight the
ongoing incitement by officials within the Palestinian Authority in
official textbooks and on state television. President Abbas came to
power on a platform of nonviolence. He speaks of his desire for
peace. But using inflammatory language and failing to speak out
against anti-Semitism and incitement simply gives the appearance
of condoning it. Violence cannot be condoned. And those truly seek-
ing peace must speak out. Indeed, when there is violence against
innocent Palestinians we must speak out. And I am pleased to see
Prime Minister Netanyahu doing so.

We know that peace will only come from an agreement between
the Israelis and the Palestinians themselves. But conditions on the
ground will dictate whether the Palestinian people are prepared for
what a Palestinian State living side by side with the Jewish State
of Israel ultimately looks like. Textbooks and maps must show
Israel’s existence. Town squares should never be named after sui-
cide bombers or attackers that glorify terrorism against innocent ci-
vilians. This resolution also applauds those Israeli and Palestinian
organizations that are working together to promote peace between
the two peoples, whether it is through the provision of medical
services, or peer-to-peer interaction, or a Palestinian professor who
dares to teach his students of the horrors of the Holocaust. I hope
my colleagues will join us in supporting this resolution.

Second, I urge members to support House Resolution 277, which
recognizes the democratic transition in Tunisia and the importance
of the U.S.-Tunisia relationship. It was the self-immolation of a Tu-
nisian fruit vendor that gave way to the Arab Spring. And since
2011, Tunisia has fought to ensure its transition to democracy
would be peaceful. And thus far, it has been a model for other na-
tions still struggling for democratic ideals.

Tunisia has successfully completed its first free Presidential elec-
tions and transition to a new government. The new Constitution in-
cludes unprecedented rights for women and minorities and respect
for rule of law. Yet Tunisia faces a precarious security threat.
Tunisians have gone to train with ISIS in staggering numbers. Its
border with Libya is difficult to control. And Libya’s lawlessness
has made it a magnet for terror training and transit.

In a span of mere months, Tunisia suffered a horrific terror at-
tack at the Bardo Museum and another at the popular tourist des-
tination of Sousse. The United States is committed to assisting Tu-
nisia with stabilizing its security, its economy, and its democracy.
This resolution is a reminder of the importance of a successful and
thriving Tunisia. I urge my colleagues to support it.
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Ms. ROsS-LEHTINEN. Thank you so very much, Mr. Deutch. I
would like to recognize other members for any opening statements
they would like to make. Mr. Chabot of Ohio is recognized.

Mr. CHABOT. Thank you very much, Madam Chair. I want to
commend you for bringing this legislation before the subcommittee
today. As we know, Israel is one of the United States’ closest allies.
And over the years, it has withstood anti-Semitic rhetoric from far
too many of its neighbors, often propagated by state institutions
and government officials from neighboring states. And unfortu-
nately, one of the offenders is right next door, the Palestinian Au-
thority. A monthly educational magazine for children, one that is
sponsored by the Palestinian National Committee for Education,
depicts Hitler as a role model. This does nothing for the promotion
of peace in the region. To the contrary, it encourages hate and vio-
lence, when acceptance of differences and loving your neighbors
should be the key principles of a young person’s education.

And this perpetuated hatred by the Palestinian Authority and
their allies has a direct impact within Israel’s own borders. Just
this week, a Jewish man was killed by Palestinian stone throwers
after the Secretary General of the Palestinian Liberation Organiza-
tion accused Israel of turning Jerusalem into an exclusively Jewish
city. Tell me how is this rhetoric productive in finding a middle
ground?

Israel and the Palestinian Authority will never be able to nego-
tiate peace if one party is constantly under attack by one that insti-
tutionally encourages anti-Israeli and anti-Semitic beliefs. If we
ever hope to see cooperation in the region, we will have to see a
change in attitudes first. This measure recognizes those realities
and reasserts our support for an Israel that is treated with the dig-
nity and respect that it deserves. It is a timely measure. I urge my
colleagues to support H. Res. 293. And I yield back, Madam Chair.

Ms. RoOS-LEHTINEN. Thank you very much, Mr. Chabot. Mr.
Cicilline.

Mr. CiciLLINE. Thank you, Chairwoman Ros-Lehtinen and Rank-
ing Member Deutch, for bringing up these two bills for markup
today. I am proud to be a cosponsor of both. I would like to just
say a few words about House Res. 293, which condemns anti-Se-
mitic sentiment within the Palestinian Authority. Both the Pales-
tinian Authority and the Israeli Government have agreed on nu-
merous accords to refrain “from incitement, including hostile propa-
ganda.” But it is incredibly concerning that the PA has not eradi-
cated such anti-Semitic and anti-Israel language from their public
statements, official materials, and their educational system.

As the Middle East faces incredible turmoil and chaos, the per-
petuation of anti-Semitism by the Palestinian Authority is more
dangerous than ever. Both the Palestinian Authority and Israel are
threatened by the current regional destabilization, and fueling the
fire with anti-Semitism is outrageous and extremely risky for Jews,
for Israel, and ultimately for the entire region.

This all happening in the context of dangerously increasing anti-
Semitism throughout Europe. To be sure, there are organizations
with individuals on both sides working to foster cooperation, mu-
tual understanding, and cultural exchanges between Israelis and
Palestinians. And there are Palestinians who reject the hateful and
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racist language being used by the Palestinian Authority and its
supporters. I hope that the United States will continue to support
those that are working to bring peace and understanding to the re-
gion, and will continue to condemn the Palestinian Authority’s ac-
tions and statements meant to incite hatred against Jews and
against the State of Israel. And I thank you, Madam Chair, and
yield back.

Ms. Ros-LEHTINEN. Thank you, Mr. Cicilline. Seeing no other re-
quests for time, are there any amendments? The Chair moves to
report the en bloc items favorably to the full committee. All those
in favor say aye. All opposed, no. In the opinion of the Chair, the
ayes have it. The motion is approved, and the measures, as amend-
ed, are reported favorably to the full committee. With thanks to my
colleagues for their input and cooperation, that concludes today’s
markup, and the subcommittee stands adjourned.

[Whereupon, at 2:07 p.m., the subcommittee was adjourned.]
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Markup Summary
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1. H.Res. 277 (Schweikert), “Honoring the Tunisian People for their democratic transition”
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