DEMOCRACY
COUNCIL

James Prince is the co-founder (2000 to present) and president of the Democracy Council, a
leading nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting democracy, good governance, rule of law
and equal opportunity in emerging countries. His responsibilities include developing and
implementing projects aimed at building the capacity of civil society, in countries, such as; Iran,
Irag, Palestinian Authority, and Syria. Jim draws upon over twenty years of international
development and post-conflict reconstruction experience and is a leading expert on civil society
in the Arab world.

Jim’s experience in the Palestinian Authority (PA) started as a consultant to the Palestinian
Monetary Authority in 1999 when he designed and led an investigation of the Palestinian
Investment Bank. From 2000 to 2006, he managed a five year, multimillion dollar effort to build
transparency and institutional development within the PA as a consultant reporting to the
Minister of Finance and, later, Prime Minister. During this period, Jim led an investigation into
internal PA governance, and examined over seventy outside enterprises owned or controlled by
the PA. The effort included helping to design the Palestine Investment Fund and brought back
over $700 million into the Palestinian Treasury. He later authored many reports on economic
development, trade and governance for the Minister of Finance and Palestine Investment Fund.
Jim’s work in the PA was covered in most major national and international media outlets,
including a presentation at the World Economic Forum and a feature segment by CBS’ 60
Minutes, and was the inspiration for a series of mystery novels set in West Bank/Gaza.

Jim served with international electoral and peacekeeping missions in Afghanistan, Cambodia,
Irag, Iran, Palestinian Authority, and South Africa. He was as a New Generation Fellow with the
American Assembly and appointed by the Mayor of Los Angeles to the committee investigating
corruption in the LA police department.

Prior to starting the Democracy Council, Jim was a Director with Pricewaterhouse Coopers’
Financial Advisory Services, a senior professional staff member for the House Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere, and worked in the Middle Eastern
Studies department at the Council on Foreign Relations. He also managed a National
Endowment for Democracy grant to Freedom House to establish a public policy institute at a
university in northern Irag. Jim was a foreign policy advisor (unpaid) for the Middle East during
the first Clinton/Gore presidential campaign.

Avrticles by Jim appear in such publications as: the Christian Science Monitor, Conflict Studies,
Journal of Current Affairs, Daily Star, Detroit News, Forbes, Forward, Houston Chronicle,
Jerusalem Post, LA Daily News, Newsday, SF Chronicle, Terrorism Violence and Insurgency,
USA Today, Wall Street Journal, and Washington Times.

Mr. Prince received a B.A. in Political Science from the University of California at Los Angeles,
and an M.A. from George Washington University in U.S. National Security Policy with a
concentration on Middle Eastern Studies. He studied at the American University in Cairo,
Egypt and Johns Hopkins SAIS Arabic Language Institute.



