
 
 

 
James L. Capra, a native of New York, received a Bachelor of Science Degree from Marist College and a Master of 
Arts in Education from Seton Hall University.  Prior to his law enforcement career, Mr. Capra served in the United 
States Navy, United States Navy Reserve, Air National Guard, and as a Military Intelligence Officer with the United 
States Army Reserve.   
 
Mr. Capra began his federal law enforcement career with the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), in the New 
York Field Division, in 1987.  As a field agent and a Group Supervisor, Mr. Capra served in the Los Angeles Field 
Division and the New Jersey Field Division.    
 
In 1999, Mr. Capra was assigned to DEA Headquarters where he served in the Office of Congressional and Public 
Affairs where he developed and maintained open lines of communication with the Congress, its committees, 
subcommittees and staff.  In August of 2000, Mr. Capra advanced to the position of Executive Assistant to the Chief of 
Operations until August 2002, at which time he was appointed to the United States Senior Executive Service and 
selected for the position of Chief of Domestic Operations.  In this capacity, Mr. Capra served as the principal advisor 
to DEA’s Chief of Operations and the Office of the Administrator on all operational and enforcement matters 
throughout the continental United States and its territories.   
 
In June 2004, Mr. Capra was selected to fill the position of Associate Special Agent in Charge of DEA’s Miami Field 
Division.  In May of 2006, he further advanced to the position Special Agent in Charge of the Dallas Field Division 
where he was responsible for all enforcement and administrative operations conducted by DEA personnel assigned 
throughout the Northern and Eastern Districts of Texas and the State of Oklahoma.   
 
Most recently, August of 2012, Mr. Capra was selected by DEA Administrator Michele Leonhart to serve as DEA’s 
Chief of Operations in Arlington, Virginia.  As the Chief of Operations he serves as the principal advisor to the DEA 
Administrator on all enforcement-related matters.  In this role, he will also be responsible for leading worldwide drug 
enforcement operations of the agency’s 227 domestic and 86 foreign offices, as well as the Special Operations 
Division, the Aviation Division, and the Office of Diversion Control. 
 
Mr. Capra has been a key note speaker in numerous venues throughout the United States on leadership and public 
service.  Mr. Capra and his wife Michelle have six children. 
 
 

 


