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Eric Jacobstein currently serves as a Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of 

Western Hemisphere Affairs covering Central America, Cuba and regional 

migration. He previously served at the White House as the Special Advisor to the 

Vice President for the Western Hemisphere and as National Security Council 

Director for Central America and Cuba. In 2021, Mr. Jacobstein joined the Biden-

Harris Administration as a Senior Advisor in the U.S. Agency for International 

Development’s Bureau for Latin America and the Caribbean and as Staff Director 

of the Northern Triangle Task Force. Before that, Mr. Jacobstein worked in the 

United States Congress for 15 years, including as a Senior Policy Advisor on the 

House Committee on Foreign Affairs managing the Western Hemisphere portfolio 

for Chairman Eliot Engel and Committee Democrats. In this role, he was the lead 

Democratic advisor handling issues related to Latin America and the Caribbean in 

the House of Representatives. Mr. Jacobstein also served as the Staff Director of 

the Senate Caucus on International Narcotics Control working for Senator Dianne 

Feinstein. In addition, he has worked for the House Subcommittee on the Western 

Hemisphere, Representative Jim Kolbe and the Inter-American Dialogue. He holds 

a M.A. in Latin American Studies from the Georgetown University School of 

Foreign Service and a B.A. in Political Science from Haverford College. 


