Keone Nakoa, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Insular and
International Affairs

Keone Nakoa joins Interior from the Office of Hawaiian Affairs where he worked
with Congress and federal agencies as the Washington, D.C. Bureau Chief. Keone
previously served as speechwriter for the late Senator Daniel Akaka, clerk for the
Chief Judge of the Hawai ‘i Intermediate Court of Appeals and as a lawyer at a
private firm in Honolulu. He holds J.D. and MBA degrees from the University of
Hawai‘i at Manoa and a bachelor’s degree in biological anthropology from
Harvard University. Born and raised in Honolulu, Hawai‘i, he is part Native
Hawaiian and lives in Washington, D.C. with his wife, Stephanie.



