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Celia Hartman Sims is President and Founder of The Abecedarian Group, LLC working with 
organizations at the federal, state, and local levels to develop and improve policies in the fields of 
child care, education, child welfare and social services, and workforce. Ms. Sims has over 20 years 
experience working on federal and state policymaking.  
 
Prior to founding The Abecedarian Group, Ms. Sims served as education policy director for the 
U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions and senior policy advisor for 
Senator Richard Burr (R-NC) where she worked on important federal legislation, including the 
Child Care and Development Block Grant, Head Start, the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment 
Act, the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act,  the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act, and the Higher Education Act. Ms. Sims has also served as Vice President of Government 
Relations for KinderCare Education, the nation’s largest private provider of child care and early 
education, and as senior policy advisor at the U.S. Department of Education. Ms. Sims began her 
career as a high school Latin teacher.  
 
Ms. Sims holds a bachelor’s degree in classics and U.S. history from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill and a master’s degree in Latin from the University of Michigan. Ms. Sims 
is resident of Houston, Texas and volunteers as a court-appointed special advocate for children 
involved in the child welfare system.  
 


