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Richard Adams Cordray is an American lawyer and politician who served as the first Director of the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau from 2012 to 2017. Prior to his appointment, Cordray 
variously served as Ohio's Attorney General, Solicitor General, and Treasurer.  
  
Books: Watchdog: How Protecting Consumers Can Save Our Families, Our Economy, and Our 
Democracy 
 
Previous offices: Director of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (2012–2017) 
  
Education: James Madison College, Grove City High School, University of Chicago Law School 

 
Richard Adams Cordray is an American lawyer and politician who served as the first Director of 
the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) from 2012 to 2017. Prior to his appointment, 
Cordray variously served as Ohio's Attorney General, Solicitor General, and Treasurer. He was 
the Democratic nominee for Governor of Ohio in 2018. 
Cordray attended Michigan State University. He was subsequently a Marshall Scholar at Brasenose 
College, Oxford and then attended the University of Chicago Law School, where he was editor-in-
chief of the Law Review. He clerked for Judge Robert Bork on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit and for Justice Anthony Kennedy of the Supreme Court of the United 
States.  
Cordray was elected to the Ohio House of Representatives in 1990. After redistricting, Cordray 
decided to run for the United States House of Representatives in 1992 but was defeated. The 
following year he was appointed by the Ohio Attorney General as the first Solicitor General of Ohio. 
His experience as Solicitor led to his appearance before the United States Supreme Court to argue 
six cases. Following Republican victories in Ohio statewide elections in 1994, Cordray left his 
appointed position and entered the private practice of law. While in private practice he 
unsuccessfully ran for Ohio Attorney General in 1998 and the United States Senate in 2000. He was 
elected Franklin County treasurer in 2002 and reelected in 2004 before being elected Ohio State 
Treasurer in 2006. 
Cordray was elected Ohio Attorney General in November 2008 to fill the remainder of the term 
ending in January 2011. In 2010, Cordray lost his bid for reelection to former U.S. Senator Mike 
DeWine. He became Director of the CFPB via recess appointment in July 2011 and was confirmed 
by the Senate in 2013. Cordray left the agency in late 2017 to run for governor of Ohio,[1] an election 
he lost to DeWine.[2]  
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