
Eric  Hop lin is  P re s ide nt  a nd  CEO of the  Na t iona l As s oc ia t ion of Whole s a le r-
Dis t ributo rs  (NAW), which re pre s e nts  the  $ 8 .2 trillion whole s a le  dis tribution 
indus try, tha t powe rs  one -third of the  Ame ric an e conomy by de live ring the  e s s e ntia l 
produc ts  bus ine s s e s  ne e d to s e rve  cus tome rs  ac ros s  ne a rly e ve ry s e c tor of 
comme rce . 

S ince  joining NAW in 20 20 , Hoplin has  le d a  trans formative  pe riod of growth, more  
than doubling the  s ize  of the  organiza tion.  Unde r his  le ade rs hip, NAW launche d ne w 
c apabilitie s  in ana lytic s  and AI, and it acquire d Mode rn Dis tribution Manage me nt 
(MDM), which s igni♂cantly broade ne d NAW╟s  re ach and impac t ac ros s  the  indus try. 
In the  advoc acy a re na , NAW launche d the  Le ga l Policy Ce nte r and has  expande d 
into handling s ta te -bas e d is s ue s  in addition to fe de ra l. A s trong be lie ve r in the  vita l 
role  whole s a le  dis tribution plays  in the  Ame ric an e conomy and way of life , he  is  
committe d to pos itioning dis tributors  for long-te rm s ucce s s  through advoc acy, 
thought le ade rs hip, and innovation. 

A s e as one d exe cutive  and communic ator, Hoplin pre vious ly s e rve d as  He ad of 
Exte rna l Re la tions  for We lls  Fa rgo, whe re  he  le d initia tive s  to e nhance  the  
company╟s  re puta tion and advance  pro-growth policy obje c tive s  through 
pa rtne rs hips  ac ros s  the  politic a l s pe c trum. Be fore  tha t, he  was  Exe cutive  Dire c tor a t 
the  Financ ia l Se rvice s  Roundtable  (now BPI), re pre s e nting the  CEOs  of the  nation╟s  
la rge s t ♂nanc ia l ♂rms . He  a ls o worke d in manage me nt cons ulting a t Booz Alle n 
Hamilton, advis ing s e nior gove rnme nt le ade rs , and e a rlie r in his  c a re e r, worke d in 
politic s , s upporting nume rous  congre s s iona l, gube rnatoria l, and pre s ide ntia l 
c ampa igns . 

Hoplin is  a  le ade r in the  charitable  community, whe re  he  s e rve s  on the  Board of the  
Trus t for the  Nationa l Mall, the  Re agan Ranch Board of Gove rnors , and the  
Corpora te  Advis ory Board for So Othe rs  Might Eat (SOME).  He 's  a  proli♂c  
fundra is e r, having ra is e d millions  of dolla rs  for charitable  organiza tions , NGOs , and 
politic a l c aus e s .   

A Minne s ota  native , Hoplin holds  a  Mas te r of Inte rnationa l A♀airs  de gre e  from 
Columbia  Unive rs ity, an M.B.A. from Augs burg Colle ge , a  B.A. in politic a l s c ie nce  and 
communic ations  from St. Ola f Colle ge , and a  ce rti♂c ate  in Change  Manage me nt 
from Ge orge town Unive rs ity McDonough School of Bus ine s s . He  live s  outs ide  of 
Was hington, DC with his  wife  Nicole  and the ir thre e  boys . 

 

 


