
October 13, 2025 

The Honorable Tim Walberg 
Chairman 
Committee on Education and Workforce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Chairman Walberg and Ranking Member Scott: 

A State Farm 
ARENA 

The Honorable Robert C. "Bobby" Scott 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Education and Workforce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

I am writing as the CEO of the Atlanta Hawks and State Farm Arena, and a life-long Atlantan 
who believes live entertainment and sports are critical vehicles for revitalizing cities and 
connecting communities. It is with that in mind, that I write to express my strong support for 

H.R. 4624, otherwise known as the Muhammad Ali American Boxing Revival Act. 

For nearly 100 years, boxing was one of the most popular sports in America, consistently selling 

out arenas and stadiums around the country. For decades, millions of fans in cities like Las Vegas, 

Atlanta, Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles, and New York would flock to local venues to see their 

boxing heroes-- American legends of the sport like Muhammad Ali, Joe Louis, Jack Dempsy, Mike 

Tyson, Sugar Ray Leonard, and Floyd Mayweather, Jr., 

However, in the past twenty years, the number of marquee boxing events held at venues in the 

United States has slowly declined, with many of boxing's premier fights now taking place 

overseas. 

As just one example, since 2015, the majority of the most notable heavyweight title matches 

have taken place outside of the U.S.

As these boxing matches have migrated out of the U.S., they have also taken away the economic 

benefits that such popular, sold-out spectacles deliver to the host community. 

Each moderate to large-scale boxing event represents a local economic engine for our venues. 

Local workers are employed in event operations, hospitality, security, and across many other 

functions. In addition, neighboring businesses outside of our buildings, such as restaurants, bars, 

and hotels, all see a spike in revenue due to the increase in consumer spending from local fans 

and out-of-town visitors. 

@>800000 
404.878.3000 I HAWKS.COM 

101 MARIETTA ST. NW I SUITE 1900 I ATLANTA, GA 30303 




