
Ty Pinkins is truly a “son of the Mississippi Delta.” Born and raised in the small town of Rolling 
Fork, he is a former Communications Aide to President Obama, and the author of 23 Miles & 
Running: My American Journey from Chopping Cotton in the Mississippi Delta to Sleeping in 
the White House. A decorated veteran of the U.S. Army he served on active duty for 21 years 
including three tours in combat—earning the Bronze Star for his actions. Ty is a dedicated public 
servant. Upon retiring from the military, he co-founded The Pyramid Project, a 
nonprofit organization serving youth from low-income communities by providing career and 
academic related resources and mentorship opportunities. Ty is an Equal Justice Works Fellow 
and lawyer at the Mississippi Center for Justice where he advocates on behalf of individuals in 
some of Mississippi’s most underserved communities by helping litigants navigate the justice 
system. He earned his J.D. (Juris Doctor) and his LL.M. (Master of Laws) from the Georgetown 
University Law Center. 
 
 


