
James Gelfand became president and CEO of The ERISA Industry Committee (ERIC) in April 2023, having 
previously served as its senior and executive vice president for eight years. He was promoted to the 
position of president in June 2022. 

James oversees all aspects of the association’s activities, which focus on programs that shape federal 
and state health and retirement benefit policies, and that impact ERIC member companies’ ability to 
operate under federal ERISA protection from a patchwork of conflicting state and local laws. He has 
brought prominence to ERIC among federal and state lawmakers, thought leaders, and major companies 
in the U.S. and globally. James provides strategic leadership to ERIC’s legislative, regulatory and legal 
advocacy; membership and partnerships; and communications and operations, to achieve ERIC’s mission 
and implement the directives of ERIC’s Board of Directors. 

James first joined ERIC in 2005, when he was appointed a policy research associate, then health policy 
research manager for more than two years. He next led health policy efforts at the U.S Chamber of 
Commerce and served on Capitol Hill as counsel to Senator Olympia Snowe (R-ME) on the U.S. Senate 
Small Business Committee, and Senator Tom Coburn (R-OK) on the U.S. Senate Homeland Security 
Committee.  

James has been recognized as a top industry lobbyist by both the National Institute for Lobbying & 
Ethics and The Hill. 

James earned his J.D. at George Washington University Law School in Washington, DC, and his 
undergraduate degrees in Political Science and Legal Studies at Northwestern University. 

 


