May 20, 2026

The Honorable Tim Walberg The Honorable Bobby Scott

Chairman Ranking Member

Committee on Education and Workforce Committee on Education and Workforce
2176 Rayburn House Office Building 2101 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Chairman Tim Walberg and Ranking Member Bobby Scott:

As parents, guardians, and family members of adults with disabilities, we write in strong support
of H.R. 8736 the Restoration of Employment Choice for Adults with Disabilities Act. For our
families, this issue is not theoretical or political. It affects our children, siblings, and loved ones
every single day. We know their strengths, their challenges, and the environments where they are
most likely to succeed, feel valued, and live fulfilling lives.

Every person with a disability is different. Some thrive in traditional employment settings, while
others benefit from more supportive work environments authorized under Section 14(c) of the
Fair Labor Standards Act. There is no one size fits all approach to employment, and families
should not be forced into a system that treats everyone as if they have the same needs, abilities,
or goals.

Unfortunately, Section 511 of the Rehabilitation Act has created unnecessary barriers for many
young adults with disabilities. Before individuals under the age of 24 can pursue employment
under a 14(c) certificate, they are often pushed into employment settings that are simply not
appropriate for them. In many cases, they are required to experience repeated unsuccessful
attempts in competitive employment before they are allowed to consider an alternative
environment that may better support their long-term success and well-being.

As families, we have watched our loved ones struggle under these requirements. We have seen
them lose confidence after being placed in situations where they were set up to fail rather than
set up for success. We have seen the frustration, anxiety, and emotional toll that comes from
being told that where they want to work or would be best supported is not an option until they
fail somewhere else.

For our children and loved ones, work is about far more than a paycheck. It provides purpose,
routine, friendships, confidence, and a sense of independence. Supportive work environments
often become places where individuals feel safe, respected, and proud of what they contribute.
Denying or delaying access to those opportunities has lasting effects not only for employment
outcomes, but on the emotional well-being and quality of life for all those involved.



H.R. 8736 takes a compassionate and practical approach to addressing these concerns. By
lowering the applicable age from 24 to 18, the bill recognizes that adults with disabilities and
their families should be trusted to make informed decisions about employment without
unnecessary federal interference. The legislation also ensures individuals are not denied
opportunities because of administrative failures related to counseling requirements.

Most importantly, this bill is about preserving choice. It does not eliminate competitive
integrated employment opportunities, nor does it prevent anyone from pursuing those paths.
Instead, it recognizes that true inclusion means respecting individual needs and allowing people
with disabilities to choose the setting where they can thrive.

We strongly believe this legislation is in the best interest of individuals with disabilities and the
families who support them. Our loved ones deserve dignity, stability, meaningful opportunities,

and the freedom to pursue the path that allows them to live productive and fulfilling lives.

Sincerely,

Madison Vander Loop - Chilton, WI
John and Anita Bennett - Sandy, UT
Kathy Armstrong - Beaver Dam, WI
Erica Boberg - Montello, W1

Debbie Forseth - Lodi, WI

Peggy Wolzen - Portage, WI

Karrell and Daniel Britz - Oxford, WI
Karen Orange - Adams, WI

Laura Miller - Beaver Dam, WI
Cynthia Feilbach - Juneau, WI
Cynthia Ellsworth - Russellville, AR
Jerome Feilbach - Juneau, WI

Sara Guerndt - Montello, WI

Teanna Miles - Chippewa Falls, WI
Vivian Shudde - Houston, TX

Mary Hall - Poynette, WI

Beth Spencer - Kearns, UT

Debra Sauers - Draper, UT

Peter Sauers - Draper, UT

Larry Lange - Beaver Dam, WI

Adison Christensen - West Jordan, UT
Kris Hammond - Lehi, UT

Dallas Kerzan - Pardeeville, WI

Yael Kerzan - Pardeeville, WI

John Kerzan - Pardeeville, WI

Kathleen Crocker - Sandy, UT

Bailie Corisis - Herriman, UT

Linsey James - Kearns, UT

Lori Packard - Salt Lake City, UT
Therese Tuinstra Blunck - Neshkoro, WI
Donna Matsumura - Hacienda Heights, CA

Harris Capps - Liberty Township, OH



Greg and Gina Hubert - Brookshire, TX - Susan Broome - Taylorsville, UT
Brookshire, TX

Melissa Abbott - Westfield, WI
Jessica Peterson - Eau Claire, WI

Leslie Garso - Murray, UT
Heidi and Kody Brost - Portage, W1

Mara Arce - Murray, UT
Tyler Sutton - Rice Lake, WI

Genine Fulcher - Lehi, UT
Amber Nicolai - Chippewa Falls, WI

Ron Debbie & Kimberly Dorn - Portage, W1
Mark Brieman - Fox Lake, WI

Heather Glinos - Eau Claire, W1
Kari and Joel Caulum - Portage, W1

Jeremy Kellogg - Salt Lake City, UT
Jackie Olson — Bluffdale, UT

Gerald Sibert - Saratoga Springs, UT
Reo Olson — Bluffdale, UT

Samantha Fenstermaker - West Jordan, UT
McKayla Matlack - Idaho Falls, ID

Melanie Catenacci - Montello, WI
Tiffany Espinoza - Sandy, UT

Sarah F. Sigl - Warminster, PA
Louise Kuehl - Iron Ridge, W1

David Shaffer - Ambler, PA
Jill Kutzke - Baraboo, W1

Danielle Boie - Thorp, WI
Rick and Chris Wilson - Janesville, WI

Aiden Ritger - Thorp, WI
Rebecca Saice - Cameron, WI

Mark Malyj - Ponte Vedra Beach, FL
Allison Jiskra - Holcombe, WI

Renee Toney - Philadelphia, PA
Jim Clapper - North Oaks, MN

Patti Miller - Wautoma, WI
Kathy Hansen - Milton, WI

Jake Reed - Edgerton, WI
Lynne Sumpter - Janesville, WI

Christopher Fellenz - Quakertown, PA
Carrie Profitt - Beaver Dam, WI

Robert Decker - Norristown, PA
Bernadette Hafenstein - Beaver Dam, WI

Tim and Cindy Hunt - American Fork, UT
James Hafenstein - Beaver Dam, WI

Mary Brett - Horsham, PA
Linda Diedrich - Elgin, IL

Meg Jones - Willow Grove, PA
Emma Blasinski - Milton, W1

Deborah Derbyshire - Hatfield, PA



Denise Schardt - Milton, WI

Deborah Roth - Newtown, PA
Chantelle Allen - Sandy, UT

Frank Boutiette - Chippewa Falls, WI
Hailey Sikora - Chippewa Falls, WI
Brooke Sibert - Saratoga Springs, UT
Kristen Wells - Madison, WI

William Jackson - Cudahy, WI

Sarah Liefl - Chippewa Falls, WI

Sue Hankner - Buyck, MN

Peggy and Rick Crank - Chippewa Falls, WI
Katherine Oehler - Colfax, WI

Jeanne Prittinen - Eveleth, MN

Linda Schneider - Chippewa Falls, WI
Sharon Freeman - Durand, WI

Cheryl Patrick - Ladysmith, WI

Kellie Clark - Holland, PA

Lisa Nieto - Janesville, W1

Gary and Nancy Eskridge - Jim Falls, WI
Nancy McGinty - Langhorne, PA

Pam Rosenberg - Cherry Hill, NJ
Linda Sauder - Stanley, WI

Sharon Winfield - Bloomer, WI
Warren Uzialko - Langhorne, PA

Ruth Detwiler - Telford, PA

Anne Rooney - Philadelphia, PA

Kelly Sorenson - Chippewa Falls, WI
Daniel Rooney - Philadelphia, PA

Sean Lemke - Edgerton, WI

Emily Winfield - Bloomer, WI

Jenelle M. - Eau Claire, WI

Becky Klapper - Montello, WI

Tracy Kulp - Quakertown, PA

Gerald Kulp - Quakertown, PA

Mindy Franklin-Bowen — Salt Lake City, UT
Philip Carey - Doylestown, PA

Francis Brett - Horsham, PA

Kellie Kalman - Warrington, PA

Gail Thibodeau - Langhorne, PA
Robert Thibodeau - Langhorne, PA
Richard and Gail Caddy - Abington, PA
Erin Edwardson - Edgerton, WI

Lynda Harvin - Woodbury, MN

Steve Perdue - Traverse City, MI
Stephen Gravuer - Feasterville Trevose, PA
Kathleen Worley - Levittown, PA

Mary Casper - Janesville, WI

Christy Anderson - River Falls, WI
Mitchell Rice — Thorp, WI

Frances MacMinn — North Wales, PA



Patrice Ricci - Lansdale, PA

Angela McCormick - Huntingdon Valley, PA
Jeffrey Ritger - Fall Creek, WI

Pamela McGlone - Philadelphia, PA

Iva Fenstermaker - Salt Lake City, UT

John Sigl - Warminster, PA

Linda Schwartz - Audubon, PA

Krista Wilson - Reedsburg, WI
Makenna Wilson - Reedsburg, WI
Kelly Dersham - Reedsburg, W1
Morgan Schyvinck — Reedsburg, WI

Sharon Schafer, BS MSE EdS, School
Psychologist



