
LTE: An Open Letter from 186
Faculty — Stand up to pressure
and reject calls for force
186 members of NU Faculty (https://dailynorthwestern.com/staff_name/186-members-of-
nu-faculty/)

May 2, 2024

To Chairman Barris, the Life Trustees, and the Charter Trustees of
Northwestern University:

We, the undersigned NU faculty of different backgrounds and political
viewpoints, come together to salute Northwestern students, faculty, and
university leadership for reaching an historic agreement that provides a
national model for responding to student protest peacefully and
thoughtfully during this critical time. We note that NU has avoided the
horrific scenes from other universities, such as Emory University, the
University of Texas Austin, the City College of New York and Columbia
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University, where police have brutalized faculty and students, or
universities, such as UCLA, where counter-protesters have violently
attacked peaceful student encampments.

We know that at times such as these, university presidents have been fired
or have been asked to resign. We also know that decision-makers often
take this opportunity to respond to a variety of pressures to install new
presidents who express even more draconian stances. Such is the case in
Tuesday’s call (https://dailynorthwestern.com/2024/05/02/campus/adl-
midwest-standwithus-brandeis-center-call-for-nu-president-michael-
schills-resignation/) from the Anti-Defamation League Midwest,
StandWithUs and the Louis D. Brandeis Center for Human Rights Under
Law targeting NU and President Michael Schill.

However, we will not accept a University president who will respond with
force against peaceful student protesters. We stand by a process wherein
members of the NU community are able to continue to engage with one
another and work through our differences without fear of repercussion,
and particularly without fear for the safety of our students.

Sincerely,

Nitasha Tamar Sharma, Professor, Director, Asian American Studies,
Black Studies, WCAS

Wendy Pearlman, Professor of Political Science and Middle East & North
Africa Studies, WCAS

Alvin Tillery, Professor, Political Science, WCAS

Rebecca Zorach, Mary Jane Crowe Professor, Art History

Michael Rakowitz, Professor, Art Theory and Practice/MENA Studies

Martha Biondi, Lorraine H Morton Professor, Black Studies and History

Silyane Larcher, Associate Professor, Gender and Sexuality Studies and
Black Studies

Mérida M. Rúa, Professor, Latina and Latino Studies

Megan Bang, Professor & Director, Learning Sciences & Center for Native
American & Indigenous Research

Shalini Shankar, Professor, Anthropology & Asian American Studies

Ryan Dohoney, Associate Professor, Musicology

Daniel Shanahan, Associate Professor, Music Theory and Cognition
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