
Short Bio for U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona 

 

Miguel A. Cardona is the 12th U.S. Secretary of Education. Secretary Cardona has dedicated his 
career to serving students, educators, and families as an elementary school teacher, school 
principal, district administrator, and, most recently, as commissioner of education for the state of 
Connecticut. Secretary Cardona’s focus on equity and excellence for all learners has driven his 
work at all levels of the education sector. Secretary Cardona has led the federal government’s 
effort to support states in reopening America’s public schools for in-person learning amid the 
recovery from the pandemic, moving from only 46 percent of schools open when President 
Biden took office to nearly 100 percent of schools open today. Under Secretary Cardona’s 
leadership, the U.S. Department of Education also has distributed historic funding through the 
American Rescue Plan to support K-12 schools and colleges and has granted more than $13 
billion in student loan forgiveness. 
  
Secretary Cardona earned a bachelor’s degree at Central Connecticut State University as well as 
a master’s degree and doctorate degree from the University of Connecticut. Secretary Cardona 
and his wife Marissa are the proud parents of two children who attend public school. 
 


