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COMMANDER

Brigadier General Joseph Shrader
Commander, Marine Corps Systems Command

Brigadier General Joseph Shrader, a

native of Princeton, West Virginia,

enlisted in the Marine Corps in January

1981. He served for three years with

3rd Battalion, 5th Marines as an infantryman and was

promoted to corporal. After his enlistment, he returned to

West Virginia where he earned an associate degree in

Mechanical Engineering Technology and a Bachelor of

Science degree in Electrical Engineering Technology from

Bluefield State College. He was commissioned a second

lieutenant through the Platoon Leaders Course

commissioning program in 1989.

Upon graduation from The Basic School, Brigadier

General Shrader attended the Artillery Officer Basic

Course in Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and then reported to 5th

Battalion, 10th Marines (5/10). While assigned to 5/10,

Brigadier General Shrader served as a Guns Platoon

Commander, Battery Executive Officer and Battery

Commander, and deployed to Southwest Asia during

operations Desert Shield, Desert Storm and Provide

Comfort.

Brigadier General Shrader reported in June 1993 to

Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, South Carolina, where he served as a recruit training company Series

Commander, Company Executive Officer and Company Commander. He then attended the Field Artillery Advanced

Officer Course in Fort Sill, and in August 1996, reported to the III Marine Expeditionary Force (III MEF), Okinawa, Japan.

While there, he was promoted to Major and served as Assistant Operations Officer, 4th Marine Regiment, and Battalion

Operations Officer and Battalion Executive Officer with 3rd Battalion, 12th Marines.

He then attended the Marine Corps Command and Staff College on Marine Corps Base Quantico, Virginia, where he

earned a Master of Military Studies degree. In June 2001, he was transferred to Marine Corps Systems Command

where he served as the Armor and Fire Support Targeting Team Lead. Upon promotion to Lieutenant Colonel, he was

reassigned to serve as the Deputy Program Manager for the Expeditionary Fire Support System.

In July 2004, Brigadier General Shrader returned to III MEF where he served as 12th Marines Operations Officer and

later that same year deployed to Sumatra, Indonesia, in support of Operation Unified Assistance. In May 2005, Brigadier

General Shrader received orders to stand up 5th ANGLICO, III MEF. In early 2007, he deployed in support of Operation

Iraqi Freedom. In October 2007, he relinquished command of 5th ANGLICO and was reassigned as the III MEF Force

Fires Coordinator.

In August 2009, he was promoted to Colonel after graduating from the Industrial College of the Armed Forces at

National Defense University in Washington, D.C. He was then designated primary military occupational specialty (8061)

Acquisition Professional Officer and assigned to Marine Corps Systems Command. Over the next four years he served

as Product Group Director for Combat Equipment and Support Systems, and Product Group Director and Program

Manager for Armor and Fire Support Systems.

In May 2013, he transferred to the Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Expeditionary Programs and

Logistics Management to serve as Chief of Staff. In July 2014, Brigadier General Shrader took the helm as Commander

of Marine Corps Systems Command. In August 2014, he was frocked to Brigadier General.

COMMAND MISSION

To serve as the Department of the Navy's systems
command for Marine Corps ground weapon and
information technology system programs in order to
equip and sustain Marine forces with full-spectrum,
current and future expeditionary and crisis
response capabilities..
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