
Commandant Of The Marine Corps
GENERAL ERIC M. SMITH

General Smith is currently serving as the 39th Commandant of the Marine Corps.

Born in Kansas City, Missouri, and raised in Plano, Texas, General Smith graduated 
from Texas A&M University and was commissioned in 1987. He has commanded at 
every level, including Weapons Company, 2nd Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment during 
Operation Assured Response in Monrovia, Liberia; 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment 
during Operation Iraqi Freedom; and 8th Marine Regiment/ Regimental Combat Team 
8 during Operation Enduring Freedom. He also served in Caracas, Venezuela as part of 
the U.S. Military Group.

As a General Officer, he commanded U.S. Marine Corps Forces Southern Command, 
1st Marine Division, III Marine Expeditionary Force, and Marine Corps Combat 
Development Command.

General Smith’s staff assignments as a General Officer include serving as the Director 
of Capability Development Directorate, Combat Development and Integration; Senior 
Military Assistant to both the Deputy Secretary of Defense and Secretary of Defense; 
Deputy Commandant for Combat Development and Integration; and the 36th Assistant 
Commandant of the Marine Corps.
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