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General Mark A. Milley is the 20th Chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff, the nation’s highest-ranking 

military officer, and the principal military advisor to 

the President, Secretary of Defense, and National 

Security Council. 

Prior to becoming Chairman on October 1, 2019, 

General Milley served as the 39th Chief of Staff of the 

U.S. Army. 

A native of Massachusetts, General Milley graduated 

from Princeton University in 1980, where he received 

his commission from Army ROTC. 

General Milley has had multiple command and staff positions in eight divisions and Special 

Forces throughout the last 39 years to include command of the 1st Battalion, 506th Infantry, 2nd 

Infantry Division; the 2nd Brigade, 10th Mountain Division; Deputy Commanding General, 

101st Airborne Division (Air Assault); Commanding General, 10th Mountain Division; 

Commanding General, III Corps; and Commanding General, U.S. Army Forces Command. 

While serving as the Commanding General, III Corps, General Milley deployed as the 

Commanding General, International Security Assistance Force Joint Command and Deputy 

Commanding General, U.S. Forces Afghanistan. General Milley’s joint assignments also include 

the Joint Staff operations directorate and as a Military Assistant to the Secretary of Defense. 

General Milley’s operational deployments include the Multi-National Force and Observers, 

Sinai, Egypt; Operation Just Cause, Panama; Operation Uphold Democracy, Haiti; Operation 

Joint Endeavor, Bosnia-Herzegovina; Operation Iraqi Freedom, Iraq; and three tours during 

Operation Enduring Freedom, Afghanistan. He also deployed to Somalia and Colombia. 

In addition to his bachelor’s degree in political science from Princeton University, General 

Milley has a master’s degree in international relations from Columbia University and one from 

the U.S. Naval War College in national security and strategic studies. He is also a graduate of the 

MIT Seminar XXI National Security Studies Program. 

General Milley and his wife, Hollyanne, have been married for more than 34 years and have two 

children. 


