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Christine E Wormuth 

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Strategy, Plans and Force
Development  

Ms. Christine Wormuth was appointed as the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Strategy, Plans and Force Development in
August 2012.  Ms. Wormuth is responsible for advising the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy (USD[P]) and the Secretary of
Defense on all matters pertaining to the development of U.S. national security and defense strategy.  She oversees the strategic
guidance development, review, and assessment for military contingency plans and the plans for the day-to-day military activities
of Combatant Commanders.  In addition, Ms. Wormuth leads Policy’s efforts to provide strategic guidance and implementation
oversight to the Department’s planning, programming, and budgeting process as well as various force development, force
management, and corporate support processes.  This includes the integrated assessment of U.S. military posture, force
structure, and associated defense activities and capabilities. 
 
Prior to joining the Office of USD(P), Ms. Wormuth was a Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Defense Policy and
Strategy on the National Security Staff (NSS).  As the Senior Director for Defense Policy and Strategy, Ms. Wormuth oversaw the Defense
directorate and was responsible for providing NSS expertise on global, functional, and regional defense, military and political-military issues.
 
 
Before her assignment to the NSS, Ms. Wormuth was the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense and
Americas’ Security Affairs. As Principal Deputy, she advised the Assistant Secretary of Defense on the homeland defense activities of the
Department and regional security matters for the countries of the Western Hemisphere.  In addition, she was responsible for management
of the Department’s participation in interagency activities concerning homeland security and relations with the Department of Homeland
Security.
 
Before returning to the Department of Defense as a political appointee in early 2009, Ms Wormuth was a Senior Fellow in the International
Security Program with the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). Ms. Wormuth worked on defense and homeland security
issues, including emergency response and preparedness matters, homeland security policy development, defense strategy and resources, and the capabilities and readiness of the U.S.
military.  In 2007, she served as the Staff Director for the Independent Commission on the Security Forces of Iraq, also known as “The Jones Commission.”  As Staff Director, she traveled with
the Commission to Iraq, focusing on the readiness of Iraqi police forces. 
 
Prior to joining CSIS, Ms Wormuth was a Principal at DFI Government Services, a defense consulting firm, where she developed and managed a wide range of projects for government clients
within the Department of Defense and the Department of Homeland Security. 
 
Ms. Wormuth began her public service career in the Policy Office of the Office of the Secretary of Defense from 1996 through 2002.  She served as the French desk officer during and after the
September 11 attacks and, from 2000-2001, was the Special Assistant to the Under Secretary for Policy, focusing on defense program and legislative issues.  Ms. Wormuth spent more than
two years in the Strategy office, where she focused on defense strategy, the 1997 Quadrennial Defense Review process and a range of European issues.  She entered government as a
Presidential Management Intern and received a Masters of Public Policy from the University of Maryland.  She holds a Bachelor of Arts in political science and fine art from Williams College. 
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