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General Carter F. Ham became commander of U.S. Africa Command 
headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany on March 9, 2011.  U.S. Africa 
Command is one of six unified geographic commands within the 
Department of Defense unified command structure.  

General Carter F. Ham served as an enlisted Infantryman in the 82nd 
Airborne Division before attending John Carroll University in Cleveland, 
Ohio. He was commissioned in the Infantry as a Distinguished Military 
Graduate in 1976.  

His military service has included assignments in Kentucky, Ohio, 
California, Georgia, Italy and Germany to name a few. He has also served 
in Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Macedonia, and Iraq.  

He has held a variety of positions to include Recruiting Area 
Commander; Battalion Executive Officer at the National Training Center; 
Advisor to the Saudi Arabian National Guard Brigade; Commander, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry; Chief of Staff, 1st 
Infantry Division; Commander, 29th Infantry Regiment; commander, Multi-National Brigade, Mosul, Iraq; 
Commander, 1st Infantry Division; Director for Operations, J-3, The Joint Staff, Washington, DC.  

His previous assignment was Commanding General of U.S. Army Europe and 7th Army.  

His military education includes the Armor Officers Advanced Course, Naval College of Command and Staff, 
graduating with distinction, and the U. S. Air Force’s Air War College.  

General Ham's awards and decorations include Army Distinguished Service Medal, Defense Superior Service 
Medal with three oak leaf clusters, the Legion of Merit with two oak leaf clusters, the Bronze Star Medal, and the 
Joint Service Commendation Medal.  

 


