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Debbie B. Riley, LCMFT, CEO, is co-founder of The Center 
for Adoption Support and Education (C.A.S.E.), a national 
leader in mental health services for the foster care, 
kinship, and adoption community. A nationally 

recognized adoption expert, author, and public speaker, Ms. Riley has 40 years of 
professional experience, including health care management, administrative, 
designing and developing nationally acclaimed adoption-competent training 
programs, and direct delivery of specialized pre- and post-adoption counseling 
services. Ms. Riley created a continuum of innovative, culturally responsive, 
evidenced-informed programs to improve the behavioral outcomes of foster and 
adopted youth and their families, which have become nationally recognized 
models. 
 
For over a decade, Ms. Riley has built and implemented a framework for training 
an adoption competent mental health workforce nationally, and is the founder of 
the TAC (Training for Adoption Competency) curriculum. Through two federal 
grant awards to C.A.S.E from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
through the Administration for Children and Families, Ms. Riley serves as the PI for 
the National Adoption Competency Mental Health Training Initiative (NTI) and the 
National Center for Child Welfare Competent Mental Health Services, to improve 
mental health outcomes for children and families experiencing child welfare 
systems. 
 


