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Dr. Carrie Cochran-McClain serves as the Chief Policy Officer at the National Rural Health 
Association (NRHA).  Carrie joined NRHA staff in 2020 where she is the head lobbyist for 
the association and is responsible driving the policy agenda for rural health for the 21,000 
member organization. 
 
Carrie has more than 20 years of experience working in federal health policy development, 
including leadership roles at Health Management Associates, the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, and the Federal Office of Rural Health Policy. In her previous 
positions she has focused on improving health care outcomes, promoting health equity for 
vulnerable populations, and advising on health care policy issues. 
 
Carrie earned a BA in sociology from Willamette University and an MPA with a 
concentration in health policy and management from the Maxwell School at Syracuse 
University. She currently is completing a doctor of public health at the UNC Gillings School. 
Her research focuses on access to obstetrical care in rural areas. 


