
Biography:	  	  Karen	  West	  
Karen	  West	  has	  twenty-‐one	  years	  of	  experience	  in	  public	  education,	  including	  

twelve	  years	  as	  a	  teacher	  of	  high	  school	  English	  and	  nine	  years	  as	  an	  administrator	  of	  

district-‐wide	  programs	  for	  Corbin	  Independent	  Schools.	  	  Mrs.	  West’s	  responsibilities	  

include	  coordination	  of	  programs	  related	  to:	  	  before	  and	  afterschool	  (out-‐of-‐school-‐

time),	  gifted	  youth,	  English	  Language	  Learners,	  non-‐traditional	  students,	  innovative	  

schools,	  online	  learning,	  and	  grant	  services.	  	  	  

Under	  her	  direction,	  the	  district’s	  Redhound	  Enrichment	  Program	  received	  the	  

Johns	  Hopkins	  University	  Excellence	  in	  Summer	  Learning	  Award	  and	  was	  featured	  in	  the	  

August	  2010	  cover	  story	  of	  Time	  magazine.	  	  Recognized	  nationally	  as	  a	  specialist	  in	  out-‐

of-‐school-‐time	  programs,	  Mrs.	  West	  has	  appeared	  on	  the	  U.S.	  Department	  of	  

Education’s	  television	  program,	  Education	  News	  Parents	  Can	  Use,	  was	  selected	  as	  a	  

national	  afterschool	  ambassador	  by	  the	  Afterschool	  Alliance,	  and	  participated	  in	  a	  

briefing	  session	  on	  OST	  programs	  for	  the	  United	  States	  Senate	  in	  May	  2014.	  	  	  She	  

provides	  technical	  assistance	  for	  programs	  in	  the	  design	  and	  development	  of	  afterschool	  

and	  summer	  programs,	  co-‐chairs	  Kentucky’s	  21stCentury	  Community	  Learning	  Center’s	  

statewide	  advisory	  council,	  and	  regularly	  trains	  program	  directors	  at	  state	  and	  national	  

meetings.	  	  

Karen	  West	  holds	  Kentucky	  licensure	  as	  a	  teacher	  of	  secondary	  English	  and	  

French,	  Director	  of	  Pupil	  Personnel,	  and	  Instructional	  Supervision.	  	  Her	  curriculum	  vitae	  

includes	  a	  B.A.	  in	  English,	  M.A.	  in	  Education,	  Rank	  I	  in	  Gifted	  Education,	  and	  an	  Ed.S	  in	  

Educational	  Leadership.	  	  She	  is	  an	  alumnus	  of	  the	  University	  of	  the	  Cumberlands	  in	  

Williamsburg,	  Kentucky.	  


