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Chairperson Aaron Payment is serving in his second term as Chairperson of the Sault Ste. Marie 
Tribe of Chippewa Indians.  Chairperson Payment serves in the following capacities:  
 

National Advisory Council on Indian Education (Presidential Appointment);  
National Congress of American Indians, Executive Officer ~ Secretary;  
HHS Secretary Tribal Advisory Council Member; 
HHS Health Research Advisory Council Co-Chair; 
National Institutes of Health ~ Tribal Advisory Committee; 
Tribal Interior Budget Committee;  
Mid-West Alliance of Sovereign Tribes, Vice President; 
United Tribes of Michigan, Vice President; 
Chippewa Ottawa Treaty Resource Authority, Chairperson; 
Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan, Vice President; 
Chippewa - Luce - Mackinac Community Action Agency, Vice Chair; and 
Michigan Political Leadership Program, Advisory Board & Presenter. 

 
Honors: 
 

2015 National TRiO Achiever  
2013 Sergeant Shriver Achievement Honoree 
1999 NMU Distinquished Young Native American Alumi 
1994 Mid-West TRiO Achiever  

 
A high school drop-out from an impoverished reservation community, Chairperson Payment has 
since earned a G.E.D., Bachelor’s Degree (1988 Lake Superior State University/Northern 
Michigan University), Master’s in Public Administration (1991 Northern Michigan University), 
and coursework for a second Master’s degrees in Education Administration (Northern Michigan 
University).  His projected graduation date for his doctorate in Educational Leadership is 
December 2015 (Central Michigan University).  Since 1993, he has provided annual tribal 
governance training to future Michigan legislators through the Michigan Political Leadership 
Program. Payment worked 16 summers with the Upward Bound program preparing youth for a 
college education and 5 summers coordinating the Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan Anishinabe 
Future Leaders Program.  
 

Contact Information for Chairperson Payment 
 Work Phone: (906) 635-6050 

Email: aaronpayment@saulttribe.net 
Address: 523 Ashmun Street, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 

 


