
Jim McGovern was born and raised in the Burncoat 
neighborhood of Worcester. The values he learned from his 
friends and family are the same ones he fights for every day in 
Congress: fairness, decency, respect for all people, and the idea 
that each of us has an obligation to give back to our community. 
Jim’s parents, Walter and Mindy, own a small package store in 
Worcester, and his sisters are both public school teachers. He is 
married to Lisa Murray McGovern and they have two children, 
Patrick and Molly. 

First elected to Congress in 1996, Jim has fought tirelessly for the people of 
Massachusetts and has earned the respect and trust of his colleagues – including 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who named him Chairman of the powerful House Rules 
Committee during the 116th Congress. 

He is a senior member of the House Committee on Agriculture’s Subcommittee on 
Nutrition and Oversight. He also serves as the Chairman of the Congressional-
Executive Commission on China, and is the Democratic Co-Chair of the bipartisan 
Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission – both of which monitor, investigate and 
advocate on behalf of international human rights, the rule of law, and good 
governance. 

Jim’s commitment to public service began at a young age. In 7th grade, Jim 
volunteered on the 1972 presidential campaign of Senator George McGovern – no 
relation. When Jim decided to attend college at the American University in 
Washington, D.C. he applied for an internship in the office of Senator McGovern. He 
worked his way through college as an intern, earning a BA in history in 1981 before 
going to work in the office of Congressman Joe Moakley, a Democrat from South 
Boston. While working for Moakley, Jim went back to American University to earn a 
Master’s Degree in Public Administration in 1984. 

 


