
John F. Calvelli.  John Calvelli is Executive Vice President for Public Affairs, joining WCS in 

2000 after working for more than 15 years in public service.  He is responsible for the work of 

the Public Affairs Division, which includes the following WCS Departments: Government and 

Community Affairs, Communications, Policy, WCS’s Digital Program and Media Production 

and the WCS Library and Archives.  He is leading and coordinating the organization’s effort to 

build a conservation movement that will inspire and engage the public in support of its mission. 

Prior to joining WCS, Mr. Calvelli served as a senior staff person to Congressman Eliot Engel.  

As Administrative Assistant/Counsel, he had oversight responsibility for Congressional 

administrative office functions and oversaw, directed and supervised all legislative initiatives of 

Representative Engel during his tenure on the House Commerce Committee, the International 

Relations Committee, the Science Committee and the Education and Labor Committee.  Mr. 

Calvelli graduated from Fordham University and earned a law degree from Fordham Law 

School.  Mr. Calvelli was a founder and is currently the Chair of the Executive Committee of the 

International Conservation Partnership.  He serves on a number of boards, including New York 

and Company and CAUSE-NY and he is the Vice Chair of the New York City Cultural 

Institutions Group.  

 


