
AMENDMENT TO INTERIOR AND ENVIRONMENT 

APPROPRIATIONS BILL 

OFFERED BY MR. CALVERT OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Bill: 

On page 61, line 11, before ‘‘501(c)(3)’’, insert ‘‘sec-

tion’’. 

On page 62, line 11, after the colon, remove the line 

break and indentation. 

On page 63, line 2, insert a period after ‘‘terms’’ 

and before the quotation mark. 

On page 68, after line 16, insert the following: 

ECHINODERMS 1

SEC. ll. Section 14.92(a)(1) of title 50, Code of 2

Federal Regulations, is amended by inserting ‘‘, including 3

echinoderms commonly known as sea urchins and sea cu-4

cumbers,’’ after ‘‘products’’. 5

On page 69, line 19, increase the dollar amount by 

$6,060,000. 

On page 69, line 24, increase the dollar amount by 

$6,060,000. 
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On page 71, line 17, decrease the dollar amount by 

$6,060,000. 

On page 71, line 21, decrease the dollar amount by 

$6,060,000. 

On page 74, line 14, after the colon insert the fol-

lowing: 

Provided further, That for fiscal year 2017, notwith-1

standing the provisions of sections 201(g)(1), (h), and (l) 2

of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, grants under 3

Title II of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act for 4

American Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of the North-5

ern Marianas, the United States Virgin Islands, and the 6

District of Columbia may also be made for the purpose 7

of providing assistance: (1) solely for facility plans, design 8

activities, or plans, specification, and estimates for any 9

proposed project for the construction of treatment works; 10

and (2) for the construction, repair, or replacement of pri-11

vately owned treatment works serving one or more prin-12

cipal residences or small commercial establishments; Pro-13

vided further, That for fiscal year 2017, notwithstanding 14

the provisions of 201(g)(1), (h), and (l) and section 518(c) 15

of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, funds re-16

served by the Administrator for grants under section 17

518(c) of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act may 18
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also be used to provide assistance: (1) solely for facility 1

plans, design activities, or plans, specifications, and esti-2

mates for any proposed project for the construction of 3

treatment works; and (2) for the construction, repair, or 4

replacement of privately owned treatment works serving 5

one or more principal residences or small commercial es-6

tablishments; Funds reserved under section 518(c) of such 7

Act shall be available for grants only to Indian tribes, as 8

defined in section 518(h) of such Act and former Indian 9

reservations in Oklahoma (as defined by the Secretary of 10

the Interior) and Native Villages (as defined in Public 11

Law 92–203): Provided further, That for fiscal year 2017, 12

notwithstanding any provision of the Clean Water Act and 13

regulations issued pursuant thereof, up to a total of 14

$2,000,000 of the funds reserved by the Administrator for 15

grants under section 518(c) of the Federal Water Pollu-16

tion Control Act may also be used for grants for training, 17

technical assistance, and educational programs relating to 18

the operation and management of the treatment works 19

specified in section 518(c) of such Act; Funds reserved 20

under section 518(c) of such Act shall be available for 21

grants only to Indian tribes, as defined in section 518(h) 22

of such Act and former Indian reservations in Oklahoma 23

(as determined by the Secretary of the Interior) and Na-24

tive Villages (as defined in Public Law 92–203): 25
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On page 153, line 11, after the colon, remove the 

line break and indentation. 

In the Report: 

On page 16, under National Wildlife Refuge System, 

insert the following new paragraph: 

The Service is reminded that solutions to rec-

reational-use conflicts in national wildlife refuges should 

begin with the Refuge Manager engaging their local com-

munities and collaborating with local officials and other 

representatives of recreational users to find mutually- 

agreeable solutions to conflicts. Failure to do so can re-

sult in significant public backlash, such as has happened 

with regard to proposed new recreational boating restric-

tions at Lake Havasu National Wildlife Refuge. 

On page 17, under Migratory Bird Management, in-

sert the following new paragraph: 

The Service is urged to update permitting require-

ments at section 21.12 of title 50, Code of Federal Regu-

lations, to account for the addition of other accredited zo-

ological trade organizations that did not exist at the time 

the regulation was last published. 
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On page 17, under Law Enforcement, insert the fol-

lowing new paragraph: 

The Committee has been made aware of concerns 

about expeditious inspection of perishable echinoderms, 

squid, octopus and cuttlefish. Due to the limited shelf 

life, it is imperative inspections occur in less than 48 

hours. The Committee has been informed the Service is 

working to inspect perishable items in 24 hours or less 

and requests data from the Law Enforcement Manage-

ment Information System (LEMIS) to document these 

efforts and determine if there are any obstacles toward 

achieving that goal. The Service is also directed to brief 

the Committee on steps they are taking to review the reg-

ulations to ensure no industry is operating at a disadvan-

tage and to provide a status on harvest levels and illegal 

wildlife interdicted because of these inspections. 

At the appropriate place on page 30, insert the fol-

lowing new paragraph: 

Ford’s Theater.—The Committee understands that 

while Ford’s Theater serves over 650,000 visitors annu-

ally, there are many who are unable to visit the site. The 

Committee supports Ford’s Theater’s plan to expand vir-

tual access to the site over the next two fiscal years by 

investing in digital initiatives. Specifically, the theater 
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plans to enhance interpretation and accessibility through 

expanded wireless connectivity and bandwidth, a new 

website, virtual field trips and digital interpretive tools. 

These initiatives will allow Ford’s Theater to better serve 

and engage diverse audiences and create access for youth 

and others unable to physically visit this historic site. 

At the appropriate place on page 35, under the 

heading ‘‘Ecosystems’’, insert the following new para-

graph: 

The Committee supports the continuation of USGS 

research on understanding the prevalence of toxins in the 

nation’s natural bodies of water by expanding their un-

derstanding of cyanobacteria and toxins in stream and 

wetland ecosystems. USGS is encouraged to participate 

in interagency efforts to expedite the development of re-

mote sensing tools to assist with early event warning de-

livered through mobile devices and web portals. 

On page 35, under the heading ‘‘Ecosystems’’, insert 

the following sentence at the appropriate place: 

The Survey is expected to allocate Great Lakes Restora-

tion Initiative (GLRI) funds in accordance with the fund-

ing allocation methodology used in fiscal year 2016. 
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On page 52, in the second paragraph, strike the ‘‘.’’ 

and insert the following: 

‘‘and is aware of the successful firefighting demonstra-

tion performed by an unmanned helicopter at an un-

manned aircraft technology demonstration in October 

2015. The Committee requests that the Department pro-

vide a report to coincide with the fiscal year 2018 budget 

request regarding its plans and recommendations for the 

use of unmanned aerial systems.’’. 

On page 59, under the heading, ‘‘Geographic Pro-

grams’’, change the dollar amount to $409,709,000. 

On page 59, at the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing new paragraph: 

Long Island Sound.—The Committee recommends 

$10,000,000, $6,060,000 above the fiscal year 2016 en-

acted level and $7,107,000 above the budget request. 

On page 61, under the heading ‘‘Water Quality Pro-

tection’’, insert the following sentence at the appropriate 

place: 

In addition, the recommended level provides funding for 

the urban waters program, as requested. 
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At the appropriate place on page 63, insert the fol-

lowing new paragraph: 

Interagency Consultations.—The U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) has a robust history of collecting 

and analyzing data related to agricultural economics and 

the environmental impact of farming practices upon the 

environment, including crop protection and pest manage-

ment. Several provisions in the Federal Insecticide, Fun-

gicide, and Rodenticide Act require USDA and EPA to 

consult and coordinate together. Given the Department’s 

expertise, the Committee directs EPA to consult with the 

USDA experts on regulatory decisions impacting Amer-

ica’s farmers. 

On page 67, under the heading, ‘‘Superfund Clean-

up’’, change the dollar amount to $751,722,000. 

At the appropriate place on page 67, insert the fol-

lowing new paragraph: 

Gold King Mine.—The Committee understands the 

EPA and the State are currently working through the 

process to add the Gold King mine and other nearby sites 

to the National Priorities List. In the interim, EPA con-

tinues to maintain and operate a temporary water treat-

ment plant. Using funds provided herein, the Adminis-

trator shall maintain and operate the temporary water 
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treatment plant to treat contaminated flows in the area, 

but only to the capacity of the plant. The Committee be-

lieves any long-term solution should be consistent with a 

site remediation plan following the addition to the Na-

tional Priorities List. The Committee understands that 

such plan will take time to develop and directs the EPA 

to so maintain and operate the temporary water treat-

ment plant until a more permanent water treatment solu-

tion is developed. 

On page 82, under ‘‘LAND ACQUISITION’’, insert the 

following new paragraph at the appropriate place: 

The Committee has become aware of the possibility 

for resolution of long-standing management challenges 

regarding school trust lands within the Boundary Waters 

Canoe Area in the Superior National Forest in Min-

nesota. Specifically, stakeholders have proposed a com-

bination of sale and exchange of the school trust lands 

within the boundaries. The Committee understands that 

this approach was collaboratively designed, and that the 

Forest Service and the State are committed to this hy-

brid model. The Forest Service is encouraged to explore 

all avenues for funding the first phase of this project ex-

peditiously. 
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On page 86, under Dental Health, insert the fol-

lowing new paragraph: 

The Committee understands that the geographic iso-

lation of Indian tribes makes it difficult to attract and 

retain dentists and may limit access to care as tooth 

decay continues to be a problem. One way to help address 

access would be to allow volunteer dentists to treat pa-

tients who can provide important services that will im-

prove access to oral health care. The Committee directs 

the Service to conduct a pilot project to explore estab-

lishing a centralized credentialing system to address 

workforce needs as well as volunteer providers similar to 

the Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs who 

have centralized credentialing systems. The Committee 

directs the Service to consult with these agencies and pri-

vate organizations to include the credentialing of dentists 

in a pilot program. 

On page 91, under ‘‘OFFICE OF NAVAJO AND HOPI 

INDIAN RELOCATION’’, replace ‘‘As of May 2016’’ with 

‘‘As of June 2016’’, and replace ‘‘170 eligibility appeals 

are pending’’ with ‘‘166 eligibility appeals are pending’’. 

Make associated conforming changes to the report 

as necessary. 

◊ 
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