
Chad Franke grew up as the fifth generation on his family farm and ranch near Akron, 
Colorado. Chad earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering from 
Colorado State University. He has worked in the aviation, aerospace, and agriculture 
equipment industries before returning to agriculture.  Chad and his wife started a farm 
Northeast of Denver raising Berkshire pigs for a niche market, sold pork and beef direct to 
consumers, grew hay, operated a small feed mill, and raised their children. Five years ago 
Chad and his wife sold the farm and now live in Lander, Wyoming, where Chad dedicates 
himself full-time to his role as RMFU president. 


