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Michael S. Selig was sworn in on December 22, 2025 to serve as the 16th Chairman of the 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission. Chairman Selig was nominated by President 
Donald J. Trump to the post on October 27, 2025, and confirmed by the U.S. Senate on 
December 18, 2025. 
 
Chairman Selig brings to the role deep public and private sector experience working with a 
wide range of stakeholders across agriculture, energy, financial, and digital asset 
industries, which rely upon and operate in CFTC-regulated markets. 
Prior to his leadership at the CFTC, Chairman Selig most recently served as chief counsel 
of the Securities and Exchange Commission’s Crypto Task Force and senior advisor to SEC 
Chairman Paul S. Atkins. In this role, Chairman Selig helped to develop a clear regulatory 
framework for digital asset securities markets, harmonize the SEC and CFTC regulatory 
regimes, modernize the agency’s rules to reflect new and emerging technologies, and put 
an end to regulation by enforcement. He also participated in the President’s Working 
Group on Digital Asset Markets and contributed to its report on “Strengthening American 
Leadership in Digital Financial Technology.” 
  
Prior to government service, Chairman Selig was a partner at an international law firm, 
focusing on derivatives and securities regulatory matters. During his years in private 
practice, he represented a broad range of clients subject to regulation by the CFTC, 
including commercial end users, futures commission merchants, commodity trading 
advisors, swap dealers, designated contract markets, derivatives clearing organizations, 
and digital asset firms. Chairman Selig advised clients on compliance with the Commodity 
Exchange Act and the CFTC’s rules and regulations thereunder, including in connection 
with registration applications and obligations, enforcement matters, and complex 
transactions. 
  
Chairman Selig earned his law degree from The George Washington University Law School 
and was articles editor of The George Washington Law Review. He received his 
undergraduate degree from Florida State University. 
 


